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Is Something Wrong With My Game?

I have a defective disk. What do I
do?

First, be sure it's defective: verify
the disk yourself. To do so, boot
the program, and at the game
prompt type $VERIFY. Then
press the RETURN (or ENTER|)
key. The disk will spin for a mo-
ment or two, and a test result will
appear. If an internal error or bad
message appears, the disk is prob-
ably defective. Send your original
disk only for testing and replace-
ment to: Infocom, 125 Cam-
bridgePark Drive, Cambridge,
MA 02140. It is important to
enclose a note explaining the
problem and any error messages
you received, as well as your
hardware specifications. Disks
outside of the 90-day warranty
period (or disks which you
damaged or erased) should be ac-
companied by a $5 check or

money order. To protect your
disk, use a disk mailer or sand-
wich your disk between card-
board pieces.

The status line in Cutthroats
stops at 8:20. What’s wrong?

This is part of the game; it's a
puzzle, not a program bug. Reread
page 17 of the game manual docu-
mentation for more information.

Internal Error 14 appears on my
Apple program, even though it
verifies as ‘‘game correct.”’

Internal Error 14 is a specific
problem to some of our Apple
programs. Although the $VERIFY
procedure shows the game to be
correct, the error code appears
randomly. Our investigation
points to a problem in the pro-
gram'’s interpreter. We have since
reprogrammed the Apple inter-
preter to correct the problem and

will provide you with a replace-
ment disk at no charge should
you encounter this particular
problem (refer to the previous
question).

A line of strange characters — ar-
rows, brackets, and numbers —
appears on my status line when
using the IBM PC-DOS/MS-DOS
2.0 diskette.

These are ASCII characters which
appear if the DOS file, ANSI.SYS,
hasn’t been loaded. Go through
the INSTALL program again. To
load ANSI, be sure to reboot the
system (by pressing CTL, ALT,
and DEL simultaneously) after
the installation is complete. If
rebooting has no effect, be sure
that the DOS file ANSI.SYS
resides on your disk (the root
directory of hard disks). Also be

Is Something Wrong With My Database?

When I try to enter UPDATE
mode, I keep getting the message
“Can’t update file previously
viewed.”" Help!

You can enter (VIEW) files from
the initial menu, or you can get
to them directly from other files
without having to go back to the
initial menu. For example, if you
issue VIEW CUSTOMER from
initial mode, then directly VIEW
another file, then issue another
VIEW CUSTOMER, you will not
be able to update the customer
file since it was previously
viewed. To update records, press
<DONE> until you return to
the first level of interaction with
that file. Hint: Take note of the
lower-right comer where the
number of ‘‘Files Viewed' is
displayed. If the number is greater
than '1,"” you have viewed
several files without returning to
the initial menu first. You'll en-
counter this error message only if
you've viewed the same file
twice.

I've defined a new attribute in my
file definition, but when I go to
enter data the new. attribute
doesn’t show up on the screen.
What’s wrong?

Remember that the screen that
appears when you enter data is
just a format named Update. (If
you haven’t altered the default
Update format, new fields are
automatically inserted.)
you add an attribute to your file,

When -

you need to edit the Update for-
mat and insert the new attribute
into the format where you want it
to appear. After adding the new
attribute to the Update format, be
sure to SAVE the new format as
Update to save your changes.

How do I print beyond 80 col-
umns (or set right margin)?
Under REPORT FORMAT
RECORDS, use the MOVE
FIELD and/or ADJUST-WIDTH
commands to either move fields
or lengthen fields beyond the
80th position. You probably need
to begin moving the field which
is farthest to the right to make
room for the others. (Print setup
options will allow you to set left,
top, and bottom margins only.)

I have changed some of the print
options for one of my reports.
Can I save these options so that I
don’t have to re-enter them every
time I run the report?

Yes. After setting the print op-
tions the way you want, return to
VIEW mode and SAVE the FOR-
MAT with the name you want to
use for the report. This will save

the report format as well as the-

print options, and those options
will be in effect each time you
USE this FORMAT.

Can I print mailing labels more
than 1 across?

No. Cormerstone will only allow
you to print one record across, no

matter what report format you
use.

I have a derived attribute defined
as the sum of other attributes in
my file, but sometimes there’s a
blank result. What’s wrong?

As a safeguard, a derived attribute
will be left blank if any of its
variables is blank. For example,
you may have a derived attribute
defined as:

Derived-attrib =
Attrib-1 + Attrib-2 + Attrib-3

Derived-attrib will only be com-
puted if there is a value in Attrib-1
and Attrib-2 and Attrib-3; if any
one of these attributes is blank,
then Derived-attrib will be blank.
If you don't want this to occur, a
possible way to prevent it is to
define an initial value for all at-
tributes that will be used in the
derivation expression. This initial
value could be zero if it's being us-
ed in addition derivations, or a one
if it’s being used in multiplication
derivations.

Where can I find explanations of
Cornerstone error messages?
Whenever you get an error
message on your screen (and you
are still within Corerstone, not
at the DOS level), just press your
help key to get a specific explana-
tion of the problem and how to
remedy it. If you should ever be
bounced out to the DOS level and
receive an error message or ‘‘Exit
value,” refer to Chapter 11 on
Crash Recovery. B

sure that the CONFIG.SYS has
the line which reads: device=
ansi.sys. You may need to create
a CONFIG.SYS file using the
DOS EDLIN or COPY CON com-
mand to include a line: device=
ansi.sys. (TI PRO and DEC users
do not have the ANSI file on their
DOS directories. )

Why am I having problems
loading your games on my Com-
modore 128 with 1571 drives?

Some 1571 drives, when starting
up, default to 1571 mode instead
of 1541 mode. A one-line BASIC
command found on page 5 of
your 1571 Owner’'s Manual will
put you in 1541 mode:
OPEN 1,8,15,"'U0 > M0”’
(Note that 0=zero.)

Why don’t you provide hints?
Sometimes all 1 need is just a
small hint to get me going, but
you always refer me to your
InvisiClues.

With 20 games now released on
over 20 different computer ver-
sions, we can no longer provide
hints on our games. We want to
be sure the hotline is accessible to
those experiencing technical
problems (e.g., installing,
booting, saving). We not only
receive calls from new pur-
chasers, but also from those who
have purchased through the years
(including persons with pirated
copies). Were we to provide a
"hint” service for 20+ games
sold over the past 6 years, our
products would have to be priced
out of reach of the average con-
sumer in order to cover the costs
of a continually expanding
Customer Support Department.
So please understand why we
can't make a ‘‘small’’ exception
to our no-hints policy.

Why do I get a ‘‘Fatal error: Illegal
operation’’ message on my IBM
compatible with memory over
512K?

Early game versions of Zork I,
Zork II, Zork IIl, Deadline, Star-
cross, Suspended, and The
Witness were not designed to ac-
commodate computers with
memory over 512K. When run on
computers with increased
memory, the screen displays
''Fatal error: Illegal operation,’’
''Please write-protect your disk,"’
or "ILL"" messages. Updated ver-
sions are available to accom-
modate the memory increase,
and disks are exchanged free. B
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“True’’ Tale Tellers

As you all know from our multi-
million-dollar television cam-
paign blitz, we held a contest.
(Okay, maybe we only mention-
ed it in passing on page 7 of the
Cutthroats manual.] We asked
readers to write and send us
""True Tales of Adventure.” The
writers of the best 10 tales were
promised a free Infocom game of
their choice.

We received millions, maybe
billions (actually dozens) of
adventurous tall tales, all claim-
ing to be ''true.” As we read the
tales, the word ‘‘truth’ kept
coming to mind (as in ‘‘There’s
not one shred of truth here’ or
""Doesn’t anyone tell the truth
anymore?’’). Space (and credibili-
ty) considerations prevent us
from printing the winning tales in
their entirety, but here are some
excerpts:

“Dr. Kreigschmidt had built
rocket engines in one side of the
planet Mars so that at 12:01 a.m.
on the 12th of April, he could
crash Mars into earth!”’

‘"He grabs m' shirt an’ says,
‘Wanna hear a good frog joke?'"’

"“The creature fell dead in my
foyer. I went to my study, and left
the butler to clean up the mess.”’

""The monk offered me some of
his dry crackers and some thin
chocolate milk, but as a true
adventurer I stayed on a staple of
gazelle jerky and plover eggs.”

“T came out into a strange
world. The people have two
arms, but only one head. Cows
eat grass. How can I get home?"’

""A warrior hurled a spear at
me. I grabbed it and hurled it
back, killing the chief. I rowed to
the other side of the island and
climbed up a mountain. The tribe
came after me, but I started an
avalanche which killed them

Trinity
(Continued from page 1)
map of the Trinity site, and in-
structions for folding a paper bird.
Trinity is Brian Moriarty's sec-
ond work of interactive fiction,
following the record-breaking
bestseller Wishbringer®. Geared
to the standard-level player,
Trinity will be available in June
for most personal computers with
at least 128K of memory. It will
carry a suggested retail price of
$39.95. 2]

all.”

“T found a secret entrance.
1 knew it was a secret entrance
because of my quick eyes, and
the sign that said ‘Secret
Entrance.’"’

"'Rain is sort of like boredom
liquefied.”

""The catfish shot three miles
downriver in four seconds; the
wave obliterated several towns.
Around hairpin loops roared the
maddened mudsucker, plowing
through sandbars, ripping down
bridges. Cities flashed by like
bugs on the highway.”’

Congratulations to the 10 win-
ners of the True Tales of Adven-
ture contest, who have each won
the Infocom game of his or her

choice. The winners are: H.
Goodman, New York, NY; Nina
Karp, Needham, MA; Monte
Mitzelfelt, Knoxville, TN;
Richard Nathan, Los Angeles,
CA; Rhett Newman, Charles-
town, Australia; Nafiz Rahman,
Norwell, MA; David Thorley,
St. Paul, MN; Robert Uyeyama,
San Jose, CA; J. Douglas Well-
ington, Glen Rock, NJ; and
Joshua N. Winn, Deerfield, IL. B

$99 Solution to Information Problems

(continued from page 1)
designed for.

You might be asking: Why do I
need a database? Well, sometimes
you want to file the same infor-
mation in more than one way.
That's when a relational database
can save you time, effort, and a
lot of headaches.

For example, in the Public
Relations office here at Infocom,
we keep a copy of every article
published about the company or
our products. These are filed by
publication in several large file
cabinets. It’s easy to learn what
Time magazine has said about In-
focom, but finding every review
of Planetfall involves hours of
searching through file folders.
Setting up an articles file on Cor-
nerstone, with each article listed
by title, author, subject, publica-
tion, and date, lets us easily ac-
cess every review of Planetfall,
every article by a given freelance
author, or even articles we
remember only by title or date of
publication. Comerstone tells us
exactly where to find what we
want, so it’s easy to go back into
the file cabinet and pull it out.

In Pittsburgh, Congregation
Beth Shalom has found a very dif-
ferent use for Cornerstone: it
keeps track of the Congregation
members and their 80,000
gravesite cemetery. Quite recent-
ly, the records for the cemetery
alone filled an entire wall of filing
cabinets. To give you an idea of
what Cornerstone can do with
the information on thousands of
pieces of paper, here's how Bruce
Weimer, man of many talents in
the Congregation office, arranged
his.

Bruce took full advantage of
Cormnerstone’s relational abilities
when setting up Beth Shalom’s
database. He filed names, ad-
dresses, phone numbers, birth
dates, and other general informa-

tion (including membership in
Beth Shalom’s many organiza-
tions) for each member of the
congregation, so it's easy to pro-
duce mailing labels for general or
specific purposes. High holiday
appeals and billings and building
fund pledges and payments are
recorded, using Cornerstone both
to produce mailing labels and to
track = contributions. Beth
Shalom’s Cornerstone also main-
tains listings and billing for the
Book of Remembrance, a
memorial book.

Here's but one example of how
this wealth of information can be
used. Since marital status is also
recorded, Cornerstone’s data
arithmetic could calculate the

ages of all single members, pull-
ing out the names of those be-
tween 21 and 30. Mailing labels
could then be printed out for in-
vitations to a Young Singles
Dance. It's a matchmaker's
delight!

For those at the other end of
life’s journey, the cemetery part
of Beth Shalom’s database tracks
cemetery sections and costs, plot
owners, and individual grave-
sites. Using Cornerstone, infor-
mation is readily available on the
owner of a given plot; when it
was purchased and paid for; who
is buried there and when the
burials took place; whether reser-
vations have been made for other

Please tum to page 12

InfoNews Roundup

Once again, Infocom won the
Softsel/Business Week Award
for Most Titles on the Softsel
Hot List, Recreational Software.

The Comezstone Book, written
by Laura Buddine and published
by Addison-Wesley, will be
available in August. It contains
twenty Cormerstone applications
in over 250 pages, and costs
$14.95. Look for it in your local
computer or book store, or order
it from Infocom. The Corner-
stone Book contains the Official
Infocom Softball Team Statistics
application, as well as more pro-
saic (or even useful) items:
everything from a Personnel
system to a Time and Billing
system.

[ ]
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the
Galaxy won the Family Com-

puting award for Best Text-Only
Adventure.

A Mind Forever Voyaging and
Trinity (our two Interactive Fic-

tion Plus games) are now
available on the Commodore
128.

Many more titles are now
available on the Tandy Color
Computer, including Zozk I,
Zork II, and Ballyhoo.

Zork I is again available for the
TRS-80 Model 1!

Two Infocom products have
been nominated for Software
Publishing Association awards:
Cornerstone for Best Packaging
and A Mind Forever Voyaging
for Best New World.

Playboy named Zork I the best
computer game (February 1986).

Antic magazine's '‘Outstanding
Product Award’’ was won by In-
focom, for the whole Interactive
Fiction line (May 1986). H
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Gnu News

Now for more gnu news.

Hot off the wire: Huey Lewis
and the Gnus will be giving a
special concert at the Gazebo in
the Formal Garden. Their warm-

up band is rumored to be a sur-
prise reunion of The Animals.
Pepsi, in response to Coke's re-
cent marketing ploy, is announc-
ing Gnu Pepsi. Copies of the
secret formula were leaked to this
reporter, and among the ingre-
dients will be gnu's milk [not
grue’s milk as previously reported

by our Witchville reporter).

Did you know that:
» gnus obtain a shoulder height
of 3 to 4 feet?
» agnu calf can run as fast as an
adult within 24 hours of birth?
» the white-tailed gnu is extinct
in the wild?
» both male and female gnus

have homns?

» Sir Isaac Gnuton discovered
gravity when an apple fell on one
of his horns?

» FDR’s ''Gnu Deal’’ was a plan
to employ gnus as blackjack
dealers?

» gnus from Gnufoundland
prefer to eat lobster Gnuburg?

)

[

mother for).

Grand Opening Sale!

CRAZY DIMWIT WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD.
HE AND HIS PRICES ARE INSANE!

For the past few years |’ve been supplying Infocom with all the neat
paraphernalia that you’d be willing to kill for (or at least sell your grand-

Until now | wasn’t crazy enough to even think of cutting out the middleman
\ (Infocom) and selling direct to the public. But now I’'m just crazy enough to

~

do it. Yes, my lawyers and accountants are calling me insane, and maybe
that’s the defense I'll use when Infocom hauls me into court; but now, for a
limited time only, while our excessive supplies last, here’s what | have to
sell:

¥,

& T-Shirts

““I GOT THE BABEL FISH’ T-SHIRTS

Just like the one The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy author Douglas Adams
would be wearing now if we bothered to send him one. It comes in several
sizes; small (S), medium (M), large (L) and excessively large (XL). High-
quality famous-maker brand-name silk-screened 100%-cotton black T-shirt,
with the *‘| got the Babel fish’* slogan on the front and the Infocom logo on
the back. What do you think you'd pay for this elsewhere? 100 Zorkmids?
200 Zorkmids? Well, we're selling it for only 80 Zorkmids or $7.95 U.S. cur-
rency. (We’re even taking a beating on the exchange rates for you.) Sorry,
we have these in the one-headed models only.

SPECIAL OFFER

To celebrate my grand opening, |
have a special offer. If you purchase
any game through our mail order
service, I'll include with your order a
genuine original Zork I for the
TRS-80 Model | in its original plastic
baggie (the way we packaged soft-
ware back in the good old days). Ab-
solutely a must for serious collectors
and fans. Offer expires when sup-

plies run out. J

(" POSTERS! BOY, DO WE HAVE POSTERS! )
WISHBRINGER POSTER

(Limited supply — while they last}

As seen on the cover of Wishbringer,
this poster shows the hands of an ex-
cessively over-paid male model cup-
ping the purple glowing Wishbringer
stone. This unusual and striking piece
of art is the perfect addition to any
home. Imagine the imagined warmth
you’ll feel staring at its serene purple
glow. This 22 x 26-inch masterwork
is available for the demented low price

ITRRACTRERTN

e of only $5.95. Buy two!

TRINITY POSTER

(Limited supply — while they last)

Here is a poster with a bang. This 16 x 20-inch poster is the original art-
work for the cover of the Trinity package. It features a sundial backlit by a
nuclear explosion. This one’s my favorite because | just love excessively large
explosions. You could even order the poster the same time you order the
game, and enjoy them at the same time. These posters are only $5.95 each!
Be really excessive and buy three!

INFOCOM POSTER

It's the one you've seen in all the stores, complete with the slogan, “‘A
human never stands so tall as when stooping to help a small computer.”” This
22 x 28-inch, full-color masterpiece was originally sold by Infocom for
$5.95! Now, because we have an excessively large number of these fine, art-
like posters, it is available to you for the excessively low price of just $2. Buy
10,000!

USE THE ENCLOSED EXCESSIVE ORDER FORM!

To order these crazy products, just use the enclosed order form. (I'm using
the same order form and fulfillment house Infocom uses so they’ll never catch
me! Ha ha ha! | must be crazy!)

THE HONEST TRUTH .

Frankly, none of these products is a nationally advertised ginsu knife, but
many a warehouse worker received a nasty paper cut from the posters. We
are not responsible for typographic errors in this ad. Crazy Dimwit cannot of-
fer rain checks for out-of-stock items; after all, this IS a while-supplies-last

Qfar, you know. J

i
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The Long Awaited Answers

Puzzle Number 8 easily qualifies

as our hardest puzzle ever. There

were only 28 entries, and only 4

of them (14%) were correct.

Here's the solution:

A) You are drunk.

Zork ITI: DIAGNOSE (while
fermented by the Wizard)

B) You're going to start sloshing
around soon.

Infidel: DRINK WATER (a
third time)

C)He smiles. ‘'‘Money is our
most important product.’’
Cutthroats: ASK THE
TELLER ABOUT THE BANK

D) You receive a painful electric
shock.

Planetfall: KISS FLOYD

E) Weird! The candle remains lit
even as it disappears beneath
the surface of the river.
Wishbringer: DROP THE
CANDLE INTO THE RIVER

F) What a detective! ‘'Quick!
Arrest that file drawer before
it escapes!’’

Seastalker: ARREST THE
FILE DRAWER (in Kemp's
Office)

G)I'd recommend a good doctor,
but we need the eggs.
Sorcerer: SIT ON THE
PERCH (in Belboz's
Quarters)

H)He dodges, insisting that this
is incorrect procedure.

to Puzzle Number 8

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to
the Galaxy: HIT PROSSER
(before going to the Pub)

I) There is no high from sniff-
ing this powder.
Deadline: SMELL THE
SUGAR

J) You twist your head to look
under the four-poster bed but
find nothing.

The Witness: LOOK UNDER
THE BED (in Mr. Linder’s
bedroom)

K) You'll have to lead, you can
be sure of that.
Suspect: DANCE WITH THE
BODY (Veronica’s dead body)

L) llWhyll
Enchanter: READ THE SIGN
(the first sign on the Long
Road)

Once you've matched the
response with the number of the
corresponding game, the
numerical answer is, from A
through L, in order: (2 x 14 x
16) + (12 x 6 x 15) + (5 x 13
X 7) 4+ (8 x9 x4) =2271. The
four whizzes who got 2271 are:

1. Mark Jackson,
Hendersonville, TN
2. Stephen Fan,
Silver Spring, MD
3. John Carter, Richmond, VA
4. Eugene Foss, Flora, IL

And the Not So Long Awaited Answers to Puzzle Number 9

Puzzle Number 9 drew the
highest number of entries for an
*** puzzle since Puzzle 4 from
the Fall 1984 issue. There were
420 entries, of which 228 (54%)
were correct. Had we known how
popular this puzzle would be, we
never would’'ve made it so dif-
ficult to ‘‘grade’’! We were fairly
flexible on spellings. Here are the
correct answers:

1. Charles Foster Kane (from
Citizen Kane) (given)

2. Richard (or Rick) Blaine (from
Casablanca)

3. Wile E. Coyote (from the
Warner Brothers ‘‘Roadrunner’’
cartoons)

4. Robby the Robot (from Forbid-
den Planet)

5. Group Captain Lionel Man-
drake (from Dr. Strangelove)

6. Lassie (from the TV show of
the same name)

7. Kong (from King Kong)

Of the 192 wrong answers, 137
had one wrong, 33 had two
wrong, 19 had three wrong, and 3
had four wrong. Number 5 caused
the most problems; nearly a third
of the incorrect entries (62)
would've been correct except that
they were missing ‘‘Lionel.”
Another 37 entrants erred only by
choosing another character from
Dr. Strangelove, such as Presi-
dent Merkin Muffley, Bat Guano,
or Dr. Strangelove himself.
Some other common mistakes:
for number 1, omitting Rick’s
last name. For number 4, James
Bond, Spock, Doctor Who, Flash
Gordon, and Buck Rogers. For

number 7, Godzilla and Mighty
Joe Young.

An interesting new statistic is
the number of entries submitted
on photocopies of the entry form.
A lot of people must save their
issues, because 184 entries (44%)
were photocopied. Correct en-
tries were more likely to be
photocopied than incorrect en-
tries (52% versus 34%).

We decided to allow photo-
copied entries because people
complained that they were being
forced to cut up their issues.
However, a small number of peo-
ple seem to be taking advantage
of the new rule by sending in
large numbers of photocopied en-
tries for their spouses, children,
second cousins, and pets. There-
fore, we're adding another puzzle
rule to help limit this practice:
each entry must be mailed
separately.

Overall, people seem to enjoy
this puzzle quite a bit. We'll prob-
ably do a slightly harder version
of the same concept in a future
puzzle.

The 25 T-shirt winners were
randomly chosen from the 228
correct entrants. They are:

1. Joyce Greenfield,
Lincoln, NE

2. Richard Barclay,
Davison, MI

3. Mitch Turitz,
Richmond, CA

4. Jamie Lear, Brooklyn, NY

5. Tom Landon,
Los Angeles, CA

6. Sharon Creekmore,
Hammond, IN

7. Les Silvan, Kent, WA
8. Tom Lankford,
Severna Park, MD
9. Sara Memmott, Olean, NY
10. Martha Shelton, Plano, TX
11. Bill Leininger,
Prospect Heights, IL
12. John Jensen, Fridley, MN
13. David Newkirk,
Warrenville, IL
14. Lawrence Nussbaum,
Upper Montclair, NJ
15. Paul Dick, San Jose, CA
16. Thomas Grover, Provo, UT

Puzzle Mail Bag

Dear Sirs [sic]:

I am pleased to find that Infocom
is not perfect. In Puzzle Number
9, question number 2, you had
the name Louis Renaut. In fact it
is actually Renaud who is por-
trayed by Claude Rains in
Casablanca. Thank you for your
time.
Dan Donahuen,
Lake Havasu City, AZ

The *** stands by its spelling.
—Ed.

Dear Sirs [sic]:

I have enjoyed this puzzle
[number 9] more than others I
have seeninthe * * *  because I
have not yet had a chance to get
ALL the Infocom games, and thus
am at a decided disadvantage in
that respect.

However, 1 have greatly en-
joyed all the ones I have seen,
both for their wit and their logic
(or lack thereof).

Anonymous

17. Steve Spet, Houston, TX
18. Paul Feigelman, Bayside, NY
19. John Lindgren,
North Babylon, NY
20. Neil Berry, Akron, OH
21. Steve Holst,
San Francisco, CA
22. David Buchanan,
Oregon City, OR
23. Harris Schiffman,
Panaroma City, CA
24. Gary Moore, San Jose, CA
25. Leslie Ann Evans,
Parma, OH.

Based on the popularity of Puzzle
9, there will certainly be more
puzzles in the future that aren’t
dependent on knowledge of In-
focom’s interactive fiction. —Ed.

Dear Infocom:

Alas! T didn’t receive my latest
L s until Monday,
February 24th (our mail is
delivered by yak). Thus the tardi-
ness of my contest entry. I hope
you will accept it anyhow.
Sue Oppenheimer,
Providence, RI

P.S. Thanks for the change of
pace. I suspect there are many of
us who would lose our jobs if we
took the time to play ALL the In-
focom games. The *** puzzles
seem to have been getting more
encyclopedic and less fun as the
number of games has grown.

Your mail is tardy because it’s
delivered by yaks? But according
to a recent yak fact I saw

Please turn to page 12
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Puzzle Number Ten

-
Puzzle Letters

This puzzle is a reprise of one of B, You already did that. It's not

the most popular puzzles we've a merry-go-round.

done, *** Puzzle Number Six. C. You have two splitting

However, that puzzle was based headaches.

on Zork I, and this puzzle is based D. Congratulations. The towel

on The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the is now covered with slime.

Galaxy. E. The effect is decorative
Below are thirteen alleged rather than helpful.

responses from Hitchhiker’s. Ac- F. The bloody thing’s been

tually, only eleven of them are jammed shut for months,

really in the game; two of them now.

are fakes. Imposters. To win, G. ""We can’t leave while

simply write down the letters you're in trouble, Mr.

corresponding to the two false President!’

responses. There are no tricks; for H. “Sorry, current course for

example, the fake responses are the legendary lost planet of

not simply real responses with Magrathea can be counter-

one word changed. manded only by Zaphod
There's another rule change Beeblebrox.’’

this month. A number of people I. A footling effort. The shock

took advantage of our new photo- waves of the Beast’s laughter

copy rule by sending huge num- push you back.

bers of photocopied entries in the J. You see your environs

same envelope, often with many upside-down and slightly
different names but the same ad- distorted.

dress. To prevent this, the new K. The sun's light is a perfectly
rule states that all entries must be horrible shade of orange.

mailed separately. We apologize L. The chair is very comfort-

for the inconvenience to those able, with a thick plush

who legitimately send in their en- cushion.

tries together. M. This is one of those clever

A. The word ‘mo’’ is not in our new always-open always-
hostess’ vocabulary. closed bottles.

ANSWER:

Name:

Address:

T-Shirt Size (S, M, L, XLJ:

CONTEST RULES:
1. All entries must be submitted on this form or a photocopy of
this form.
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. Entries must be received by August 15, 1986. !
. Limit of one entry per person. |
. All entries must be mailed separately. '
!
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. Up to 25 prizes will be awarded. If more than 25 correct en-
tries are received, a drawing will be held to determine the
winners. Void where prohibited by law.

6. There is no rule 6.
PRIZE: The coveted *** Puzzle Winner T-Shirt

SEND TO: Infocom, Inc.

*** Puzzle

125 CambridgePark Drive
Cambridge, MA 02140
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(Continued from page 11)
somewhere, yaks can travel over
7000 miles in a single day. That
seems considerably faster than
the average U.S. mail carrier!
—Ed.

Puzzle Research Dept.:

The situation described in ques-
tion 7 of Puzzle Number 9 is in-
correct. When Kong destroyed
the subway train, he had not yet
located Ann Darrow, and so he
could not be carrying her.
Kenneth Carter,
Knoxville, MD

Ah, but that’s the wonder of in-
teractive fiction! In countless
showings of the movie version of
King Kong, poor Kong had no
choice; time after time he would
escape from the theatre, then
knock a few subway cars around,

then grab Ann Darrow, then
climb the Empire State
Building. .. . However, in our

hypothetical interactive fiction
version of King Kong, you (as
Kong) can do whatever you want,
in any order you choose, because
(all together, class) “‘what hap-
pens next is up to you!”” —Ed. B

Envelope Design Contest

(Continued from page 2)

Come on — I mean it! Let’s see
what you can do. In fact, if you
can do a better job than I — or
anyone else — then I'll put your
design on the next * *
* envelope. Yeah, that's it!
I'll even give you a free Infocom
story of your choice. Yeah, we'll
have a contest!

So this is what you do: Come
up with a design that will fit on
an 83" x 5%'' envelope, allow-
ing enough room for an address
and postage (and Infocom’s
return address if it’s not part of
your design|. Draw it in black ink
on a clean, unfolded sheet of

white paper. Then send it along
with your name, your address,
the title and computer com-
patibility of the Infocom game
you'd like to win, to:

Infocom, Inc.

125 CambridgePark Drive
Cambridge, MA 02140
Attn: Cezanne

The best design will appear on
the next *** envelope, and the
artist will win the Infocom game
of his or her choice. Sorry, but
artwork will not be returned. All
artwork becomes the property of
The Frobozz Gallery of Art. R

Cornerstone Now $99.95

(Continued from page 9)

family members; which company
installed the monument and
when; and what types of plant-
ings or floral arrangements have
been ordered and paid for, and the
care they need.

Again, this information can be
used in many different ways. For
example, it would be easy to find
out how many gravesites are still
available and where they are
located, as well as to categorize
them by cost. This information
could then be sent to current
owners, as well as to Congrega-
tion members who have not yet
reserved a gravesite. And Cor-
nerstone’s ‘‘tickler’’ file can be
used to remind the Beth Shalom
office when to expect a monu-
ment installation, and send out a
sccond billing, or order a floral

arrangement for a perpetual-care
plot.

Maybe you don't manage a
Public Relations office or
cemetery. But almost every
manages information of
sort, whether at home ;
Do you ever find yours aking
6 copies of the company report on
snack machine vendors in order
to file it in 6 different places? Or
looking through hundreds of in-
dex cards for your 1983 Phalaen-
opsis germination records? Or
wishing that you had some way
of cataloging your stamp collec-
tion as well as the names, ad-
dresses, and trustworthiness of
your rare stamp suppliers? Or try-
ing to figure out which of the 700
members of your Zippy the
Pinhead fan club haven't yet paid
their dues? If any of these aggrava-
tions sound familiar, then you
need Cornerstone. H

a



