



































Quickstart Characters

Though many game players enjoy the process of creating their own
characters, there are those that view this process as a delay from getting
immediately involved in the game. For this reason, you can opt to bypass
the character generator, and play the game with a champion that’s instantly
created by the computer. The only thing you have to do, is give thy
champion a name.

Weapon Proficiencies and Magic Skill Classes

Once the character’s attributes have been generated, you must then choose
an initial magic skill class. An initial weapon proficiency class is randomly
assigned to the character by the computer. Weapon proficiency classes
represent how skilled the character is in using a weapon from that class.
The more a character uses a weapon, the better he becomes at using
weapons from that specific proficiency class. It probably isn't a good idea
to rely heavily on a single class of weapons. You may find at later stages in
the game, that the champion has lost his preferred weapon or it has
broken, and there are no more weapons close by that exist in that class.
You would then find the character using a weapon that he’s not very
skilled at wielding. The weapon proficiency classes in the game are:

Two Handed Weapons - It requires both hands to wield the weapons
from this class. They are larger and heavier weapons capable of
doing more damage than smaller and lighter weapons. Some
examples are the claymore or great scythe.

Long Edged Weapons - These are various swords that require only
one hand to wield. Some weapons from this class are the longsword
and scimitar.

Short Edged Weapons - Weapons from this class are also swords,
but they are somewhat shorter, lighter , and smaller than their long
edged counterparts. Some examples are the short sword and dagger.

Clubbing and Hacking Weapons - Members of this class are used
by swinging or clubbing at the enemy. Some examples are the war axe
and mace.

~ Pole Arms - This class includes all thrusting weapons such as the
spear or trident. Weapons from this class also require both of the
character’s hands.

Small Thrown Weapons - These are weapons, such as the throwing
knife or throwing axe, which are not meant to be used in close quarters
combat. Instead, they are extremely well balanced and intended to
be hurled at an opponent.
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Projectile Weapons - This proficiency class represents all weapons
that shoot a projectile, such as a light crossbow.

To avoid having a great number of fairly useless spells by the end of the
game, the spells in DARKSPYRE are set up in a tiered format. This means
that as a character increases in skill at using a specific type of magic, the
spell in that magic class transforms into a more useful version of the same
basic spell. There are six different types of magic the character has at his
disposal. These are:

The art of WIZARDRY - These are offensive spells the character can
use to attack his enemies.

The art of CONJURATION - These are spells used to summon the
aid of other worldly beings and creatures.

The art of ENCHANTMENT - These are protective spells the
character can use in his or her defense.

The art of HEALING - Spells from this class are used to heal wounds
and restore lost abilities or lessened attributes.

The art of DIVINATION - These are informative spells that help the
character during the tests and trials of DARKSPYRE.

The art of SORCERY - These are miscellaneous spells that effect the
objects and environment surrounding the character.

Hit Points

The characteris given an initial amount of hit points. Hit points represent
the amount of damage the character can sustain in combat. Once the
character’s hit points reach zero (0), he has died. The character’s beginning
number of points are calculated by adding his STRENGTH and
ENDURANCE points plus a random number.

* Strength + Endurance + Random Number = Hit Points

Throughout the course of the game, the character will find ways to both
permanently and temporarily increase his hit points.

Spell Power Points

A second rating the character is given, is spell points. Spell points represent
the amount of magical energy the character can currently expend. Each
time a spell is cast, it will drain a portion of the character’s spell points. If
the character doesn’t have the proper amount needed to cast a spell, then
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that spell cannot be used. The amount of spell points required to cast a
spell varies greatly, and depends on the type of spell and at what magic
skill level it is being cast at. Initial spell points are generated by adding the
character's TALENT and POWER plus a random number.

* Talent + Power + Random Number = Spell Points

The character will find ways in the game to temporarily increase his spell
points. Spell points can never exceed 100, Not even through the use of
magic.

Once you have completed generating your character, it is time to begin
the game. The best of luck!

IV. ARMOR, SHIELDS, AND HELMS

While exploring DARKSPYRE, you will find it necessary to equip the
character with the various types of armor scattered throughout
DARKSPYRE. From simple animal furs, to elaborate suits of finely crafted
plate mail, armor sustains damage that would otherwise be inflicted upon
the character. NOTE, armor in no way effects the opponent’s chance of
hitting or missing the character with an attack.

As armor becomes more and more battle worn, it becomes less effective
atits primary purpose, PROTECTION. Some armor types can be reduced
to an almost useless state, whereas plate mail, though beaten and battered,
always offer a certain degree of protection.

A descriptive armor rating system is provided that enables you to
determine the protective value of the armor the character is wearing. This
rating is displayed with the name of the armor when it is displayed on the
character screen. The ratings, from the least effective to most effective
armor protection, are:

1. unarmored 9. reinforced
2. well-clad 10. fortified
3. safe guarded 11. iron-clad

4. well-protected 12. steel-plated

5. stoutly-clad 13. unyielding
6. rugged 14. impervious
7. mighty 15. invincible

8. shielded

Various helms and shields can also be discovered. When donned by the
character, they offer added protection against attacks. A shield can even
be used as would a clubbing weapon in hand-to-hand combat. The most

22

deadly variety of these are adorned with armor piercing spikes, and are
large and of great weight. Shields, like armor, become weakened through
continuous use. While the sturdier varieties offer more protection, they
can also withstand much more abuse. Helms only provide minimal
protection, and even when beaten and dented, always provide that small
amount of added protection.

V. THE WEAPONS OF WAR

Throughout the
course of history,
man has
developed a
large number
and variety of the
tools of war, each
developed with a
particular
purpose in mind.
For example, the
falchion, is a type
of short sword
with a curved
blade and single
razor sharp edge.
This weapon was
designed  for
speed and close
quarter melees. It
lacks the weight and power of heavier blades, but is a most effective slash
and thrust weapon.

A0 FRANCOE ¢

All of the weapons in the game offer from one to three types of attacks,
based on the weapon’s design. Some attacks can be executed quite quickly,
while other maneuvers are a little more complex, and when wielding a
larger and heavier weapon, take longer to attack with. As the character
becomes more proficient in the use of a weapon, attacks can be made with
greater effectiveness. Also, some attacks may be replaced by one that only
a skilled warrior is capable of performing in combat.

It has been the ill fate of many, to have their weapon break in the heat of
battle. Even the finest craftsmanship can only withstand so much abuse.
Therefore, it's a good idea to have a secondary weapon close at hand.
Some warriors even surrender the added protection of a shield and fight
with weapons in both the right and left hands.
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A fortunate few, may even come upon weapons empowered with magical
properties. These swords of power are rare indeed, said to made from
special alloys and gifted with special capabilities, magical weapons are
light as a feather and superbly balanced.

VI. DENIZENS OF DARKSPYRE

The twisting corridors and shadow laden rooms of DARKSPYRE are
occupied by creations of all sorts. Given life by the gods of WAR, MAGIC,
and INTELLECT, and placed within DARKSPYRE as a part of the
champion’s test. These creatures were not all created equal, some move
with blinding speed, others at a slow crawl, weapons are used by some,
powerful magic by others, while many are armed only with sharpened
claws or fangs.

The greatest champion knows his opponents well, while the observant
warrior will take notice of his enemy’s strengths and weaknesses. When
engaging a new opponent for the first time, tactics should be developed.
Should you fight with sword or cast a bolt of flame? Perhaps the creature is slow
and can be defeated at a distance with a crossbow? The animal’s strength lies in
numbers, can they be separated and engaged one on one? the creature’s tough hide
repels the sword’s edged, how about the crushing blow of an axe? It is questions
such as these, that should be asked when fighting a new opponent. The
next time you meet in mortal combat, it will be the character that has the
upper hand. And remember, hack and slash techniques are not always
the solution.

VII. TRAPS AND PUZZLES - LOOK BEFORE YOU STEP

All of the dangers that await the character in DARKSPYRE are not made
of mortal flesh, the god of INTELLECT wishes to see brains as well as
brawn. While travelling through DARKSPYRE, the character will come
across many devices that may trigger traps, open sealed doors, or teleport
him or her elsewhere. The best way to learn, is through experience, it
wouldn’t be any fun if we told you exactly what to look out for, now
would it?

When first encountered, a trap or device is in its simplest form. This is
done to give you an idea of the mechanics behind the trap or device.
However, later on, the same traps and devices are used in different ways,
and in different combinations, So always expect the unexpected and learn
from your mistakes! At first, pulling that chain may simply open the door
across the hall. Later you may be engulfed by poison gas spewed forth
from some unknown source.
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Don'’t be discour-
aged, there’s al-
ways a reason
behind some-
thing that hap-
pens. There’s
nothing in the
game that hap-
pens just because,
in which you
have no chance to
thwart the final o T
outcome. As in ' LT 0FRu oy
the above ex-

ample, perhaps the poison gas came from tiny obscure holes in the wall
that you didn’t notice at first. Well, the next time you come across a
pullable chain next to small holes in the wall, be prepared!

VIII. OBJECTS

There are a variety of
objects the character
can find and use.
These objects range
from keys, potions,
and tokens, to the
runes of power. Some
objects may be found
on the ground, while
others are sometimes
dropped by a creature
when it is destroyed.

All objects must be !
placed in  the FRAE-ORMAliAG. 25
character’s hands

before it can be used. Once placed in a hand, the available actions that
accompany the object will appear in the menu selections to the right of the
character’s graphic representation on the character screen. For example, a
spell on a scroll can be cast, a potion quaffed, or a magic sphere hurled.

Each object has three graphic representations, one for when it's displayed
on the 3-D overhead map, another for the inventory blocks, and a third for
when it’s placed in the character’s hand.

Picking up and dropping objects is covered in the technical supplement.
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Potions

It should be noted that not only can potions be found on the levels, but
they can also be created from some select objects by using a liquefy spell.
Potions bestow upon a recipient a variety of effects, some temporary and
some permanent. It's best to keep track of what potions do!

Scrolls

All of the spells in the game, are initially found on scrolls. A good many of
these spells, but not all, can be permanantly transferred into your
spellbook. Once a scroll is used, whether the spell is cast or put into a
spellbook, it will turn to dust.

IX. ENCUMBRANCE

The character is capable of carrying only so much weight before he begins
to fatigue. As the character begins to tire, he will move and react slower.
The two attributes that effect how much the character can carry and how
quickly he tires is strength and endurance.

There are times when you would like to carry along all types of extra
armor and an arsenal of extra weapons, but this isn't possible. Choose
what you wish to carry wisely.

X. POISON

Though many warriors see no honor in its use, no one can deny its
effectiveness. Many times, you may find the character engulfed in a
poison cloud or struck by a weapon laced with venom. Once the poison
enters the system, it continues to cause damage until the character either
dies or the poison is counteracted with magic or an antidote.

XI. THE GAMING ENVIRONMENT - LET THE GAME BEGIN

DARKSPYRE is a real time role playing game played from 2 screens, the
3-D overhead map and the character screen. Real time means that everything
is happening instantaneous, there are no breaks in the game play, like in a
menu driven game. Portions of both the 3-D overhead screen and character
screen are displayed at the same time. This prevents the need to go from
one screen to another amidst game play.

All of the important icons and character information is displayed at the
top part of the character screen. This allows you to have the top portion of
the character screen visible, while wandering about on the 3-D overhead
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map. The character screen can be moved up to reduce the size of the map,
and increase the amount of the character screen shown.

The 3-D Overhead Map

The 3-D overhead map is used to display the level of DARKPYRE
currently being explored. The outer fringes of each level are surrounded
by stars, This area can never be ventured into, it is there solely to inform
you that you are at the edge of a map. To get from one level of
DARKSPYRE to another, you must find the “gateway” and enter it. Once
the character leaves a level, there is no turning back, so make sure you
have explored as much of the level as possible. Of course, there are those
circumstances that leave no other option other than a quick exit!

The Character Screen

You will find all the needed information and game play icons on the
character screen. The character screen consists of the following;:

* At the top of the screen is an area where all text messages are
displayed.

* Below this, and to the left, is a graphic representation of the character.
At the top of this picture is the character’s current hit point rating.
When you wish to put something on the character or in his hands, it
is done on this representation. A helm is put upon the head, armor is
put upon the body, a necklace is placed around the throat, and most
other objects are placed in one of the character’s hands.

* To the right of the character representation, are menu selections for
objects in the right and left hands, and the spells the character
currently has memorized.

* Also to the right, but just below the menu selections, are the
character’s inventory boxes. When the you wish for the character to
carry an item, it is placed into one of these inventory boxes. The
number of items carried can never exceed the amount of boxes
available. Therefore, at times, you may find it hard choosing what
the character should take along and what he should leave behind.

* In the bottom left hand portion of the screen, is a small window with
three icons at the bottom. The window is used to display the current
status of the character’s attributes, weapon proficiencies, and magic skill
levels. Since only one group of these can be displayed at a time, there
are three icons used to switch between the information being
displayed.
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* In the lower left hand portion of the screen, is another status
window that displays the character’s hit points, spell points, and
encumbrance status. These are represented by bars, which increase or
decrease in length as the character uses spell points, takes damage or
picks up more objects.

* At the very bottom left hand part of the screen, is a small scroll that
prints out the name, weight, and condition of objects in the character’s
inventory. This information is automatically displayed when an
object is chosen. It is here, that an armor’s protective rating is
displayed.

XII. RUNES OF POWER

In addition to the five special runestones that represent the five basic
characteristics of man, there are 20 other symbols of power. Each is
endowed with a certain magical trait reminiscent of its symbolic
representation.

REPRESENTATION
Norse English Norse English
Uraz STRENGTH Wunjo CHARM
Othila SEVERANCE Fehu WEALTH
Ansuz OMENS Raido QUEST
Gebo ALLIANCE Hagalaz DESTRUCTION
Mannaz ILLUSIONS Laguz PROGRESS
Algit PROTECTION Ehwaz AGILITY
Eihwaz ACCURACY Berkana ENHANCEMENT
Inguz TALENT Odin HIDDEN
Nauthiz FORCE Sowelu UNITY
Perth INITIATION Isa STAGNANT
Teiwaz ENDURANCE Dagaz DISCOVERY
Keno OPENING Thurisaz GATEWAY
Jera SUSTENANCE

28

XIIL. THE HALL OF CHAMPIONS - A TRIBUTE TO FALLEN HEROES

Only the most successful champions are worthy of the honor bestowed
upon them when their name is entered into the Hall Of Champions. It is the
world’s way of remembering those who championed the world, fighting
for the right of man’s existence. It is also a reminder that failure will bring
about the end, and as the list of names grow, time for mankind runs short.

Beside each name entered into the Hall, is a scoring system that lets you
know how well a previous character has done. The character earns points
for doing almost everything, destroying creatures, gaining weapon
proficiencies and magic skills, finding objects, passing from one level to
the next, and so on.

XIV. DESIGNER’S NOTES - THE FINISHING TOUCHES

Our first and foremost objective in designing DARKSPYRE was to create
a fantasy role playing game that was fun and addictive while retaining
depth. It is our opinion that many games today lack this basic element of
gaming. Don’t get us wrong, we do feel it is important to exploit the ever
increasing capabilities of today’s personal computers, but a game should
also depart upon the player a sense of enjoyment. For this reason, we still
offer the superb graphics and incredible sounds and music, but we also
offer the “FUN".

DARKSPYRE is played with a single character and not a party of
characters. We did this for a number of reasons. One of which was to
create a strong link and sense of character association between the game
player and his character. Next, since DARKSPYRE is played in a real time
gaming environment, it is much simpler to operate a single character than
it is to control many. Lastly, the personal computer offers a high level of
interaction. The vast majority of which, if not all, is one on one between the
computer and the user. This is the reason there are not a great many
multi-player games for the personal computer. Therefore we decided to
follow this rule in the creation of DARKSPYRE. Just like the user uses a
computer, you use your character, an alter ego of sorts, to interact in the
world of DARKSPYRE.

All of the elements that make up DARKSPYRE are implemented in a
learnas you play fashion. Who needs hundreds of pages of documentation?
Does anyone really read all of that stuff anyways? We provide enough
information and documentation to introduce you to the game, get you
started playing, and to answer any future questions that may arise. The
rest, you can learn or find out by playing DARKSPYRE. Besides, that's all
part of the fun. If we described each of the creatures you could encounter
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or explained all the traps and puzzles, etc... we would be ruining the sense
of excitement you may feel encountering a new monster or new level with
different traps. A state of constant change maintains the players interest,
while repititiveness and the lack of a challenge creates boredom.

Something every game should have is an easy to use interface, and we
feel we've done a darn good job with DARKSPYRE. Whether using the
mouse, a keyboard, or a joystick, the game is simple to operate. This is
very important, since the game is real time, you need to be able to interact
quickly and easily. While playing DARKSPYRE, it shouldn’t take long at
all before maintaining your character and executing actions becomes
second nature. We're especially proud of the joystick interface, which
operates exactly like the mouse. Only a small portion of gamers have a
mouse, whereas many more have joysticks, because it's a much less
expensive investment. For this reason, we wanted to make the joystick
extremely easy to use. Controlling the cursor is a breeze and making
selections is a piece of cake.

As a final note, we here at EVENT HORIZON SOFTWARE hope to
provide our customers with the best product support possible. If you have
any questions or comments about DARKSPYRE, we would like very much
to hear them! Please send them to the following address, along with a self
addressed stamped envelope:

EVENT HORIZON SOFTWARE
ATTN: Christopher Straka
R.D. Box 200
Darragh, PA 15625

We will make sure that you recieve as prompt of a response as
circumstances permit. If you have any technical problems, our product
support line is :

1-412 - 446 - 2400
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