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CLASSIFICATION: Unclassified
LOCATION: Greater Underwing, Sec. 3502.32
ARCHIVE FILE # A-NEM/FOBILA

CONTENTS: Journal and effects belonging to Agent L.
Bivotar, discovered 20 bloits downwind of the Eastlands
(a.k.a. the Forbidden Lands)

INSTRUCTIONS:

By Order of The Esteemed Vice Regent Syovar:

To be filed without indexing among the personal papers
and memoirs of the Vice Regent. Seal is to remain
undisturbed on pain of severe torture and /or
dismemberment of any violator.

Signed,

Flapto Dimtop,

Regal Director of Records
and Historical Accuracy

Frobozz National Archives /
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FROBOZZ NATIONAL ARCHIVES

By Declaration of The Esteemed Vice Regent
Syovar the Strong:

This Parchment declares that Agent Karlok Bivotar has
full Rights and Authority to act as Agent and
Representative of Vice Regent Syovar in all matters
concerning the investigation of Cases 95820, 95821,
95822, and 95823* of the Bureau of Missing Citizens.

Any requests for assistance and/or information made by
Agent Bivotar should be treated with the utmost
immediacy.

Long Live the Vice Regent.

*Referring to the suspicious disappearance of Madame
Sophia Hamilton, Bishop Francois Malveaux, Doctor
Erasmus Sartorius and General Thaddeus Kaine,
respectively, all Citizens of importance and stature whose
welfare is of the utmost concern of the Vice Regent and
the Empire.
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17 Dismerasvn 247

Most Esteemer Vice Rewent Syovan-

My Sovercion,

| Now STAND AT THE ouTSKIRTS of THe Forswmsen Lanss, PRePARED To MAKe
Uitk WORK OF THIS STRANGE AND WEILHTY ASSIGNMENT ENTRUSTED To me. |
WAS SOMEWHAT PISTURIED THAT OUR PRICFING WAS HAYTENED BY AN UNEXPLAINED
VREENCY. NEVERTHELESS, MY 0P)ECTIVES ARE (LEAR TO MC, AS ENVMERATED Y
Your Eminence:

1. To seTermine THe whereasouts of Fouk (4) Missine Grizens of Prominence.
2. To SUBSTANTIATE THE ALLEGED “CURSE OF THE so-pecLaRer Forsimen Lawss.

3. To INVESTIGATE RUMORS OF UNAUTHORIZED MAGIC, BLACK OR OTHERWISE, IN THE REGION.
IT 15 THE FINAL CLEMENT OF MY ASSIGNMENT THAT MOST INTRIGUES ME,

anp, IF | Rear your Covntenance PROPERLY , STANDS TO PEAR THE MOST
SIENIFICANT FRUIT.

THAT you HAVE ORIERED MY MISSION THROVEH UNORTHOPOX PROCEDVRES, AND MADE
SPECIAL REOVEST THAT | REPORT PACK To You ALONE, GIVES ME (AUSE TO THINK
THERE MAY #€ MUK To 9€ GAINED FROM THIS APVENTURE. | SHALL keeP THese
PAPCRS FAITHFULLY. You HAvVE PROMISED GREAT RewaRDs. | sHouly HoPe 30, A,
TRUE TO ITY NAME, THE LAND SCEMS TOo PROMISE GREAT RISK.

Your Oserient Servant,

Bivorar
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2z Difwewbur 947

| aw now three day( journey fouth of the northern branck of the Frigid River.
The border croffing wa( well-quarded. Even with the (croll bearing S\]ovur’{
fignature, the royal wilitia wa( reluctant to let we aroff. They wiu(t have thought
wie arazy for wanting to journey into the Forbidden Landy. And perhap( | am; |
have not Vet reached the edge of the defert, but already the (ign( of devagtation are
obviou( on every ide. Iwmwienge (carf and patche( of burut land are vifible with
alarwing frequency, af if the lmplementor( have tormented the province with an
unceafing ferief of lightning (trikef and fire (torw(. Glant corbie( drde overhead
wienacingly, already waiting for we to collapfe in exkauftion. Thif if no place for the
living.

0f the havntingl and halluduation, thif wice | can piece together. The Grey
Mouutaing (lipped fnto oblivion firgt, the inhabitants of Froftham complaining of
horrible fareamf and an incfcapable (tench that pervaded the area. Report( came from
the Deert River uext. Merchant( and trading caravan( that (till woved through the
areaf untouched by the war began to report nightwarel and vifion( (o powerful that
they lingered for week( in the wind( of the victim(. Soom the entire (ky over that
area becawe covered with diftorted face and figure(, prowpting SYovar to comfider
forbidding all acce(f to thefe defolate proviucef. Moft of the refugeef managed to wake
it out fn tiwe. Thofe who didn’t are now dead or, from what | have witneffed thu(
far, wifh they were.
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24 Difwiewmbur 947

It {§ dear to we now that the Vice chmt'{ order to wiake all of the eaftern
provinces outfide of hif control futo forbidden territory wa( a wife decifion. It if
doubtful to we if even SYovar the Strong (Pear Yoruk, the life of a (Ycophant —
wiut | call hiw that, even fn wy perfonal paper(?) would be able to defeat the force
that haf taken control of thif land—whether it truly if a carfe, or fiwply the late(t
terrori(t tactic of the Enchantery’ 6ufld. Moreover, (ince the fall of the ewpire, thefe
land( have been devagtated by famine and barbarian invafion{ of the worft kind. It
would be a wagted effort for Syovar (1) to attewpt to recapture thefe territorief in
hopes of reftoring the Great Underground Ewpire—just af it if a wasted effort for
wie to be here now. (vilized \ife will never again thrive {n thefe tervitorfe(, a fact
undeniably attefted to by the unpalatable platypu( pot pic | waf forced to eat for
wy dinmer lagt night— {f You could call it that. Sowe fort of evil (pirit haf come to
refide, at least {n the gaftronowy of thif place, that mud {f dear.






s Eftuary 944

| arrived at the outskirt( of Ironduue, Kaine's territory, at dufk yefterday. |
found only one old wowan, (itting in the central (quare, loft in ker own little
world. She hadu't eaten {n day( or bathed in week(. Ufing a (tick to carve IineS tn
the dirt, fhe pre-occupied herfelf by doodling a vaft array of agtrological {Ywbol( all
acroff the (quare. | tried to grab her attention, but fhe (imply went on wumwbling
about the nature of the fearet elixir and the philofopher’( (tone, and praifing the
unity of all elewent(. The references to the forbidden alchewical (dencef caught wmy
ear, and | preffed her for detail(. She pretended not to hear we, only gradually
anfwering wy own question( by continuing to talk to herfelf, but | caught a garbled
reference to one Doctor Eragwim Sartoriug, a.k.a. wy affignwent 9sézz. | hurriedly
began to copy dowm the (Ywbol( fhe waf drawing in the dugt. Before | could finifh,
fhe took the pen from wiy hand and began to (ketch the woft beautiful,
otherworldly drawing. | agked {f | could have it, and fhe took froms her bag a roll
of parchwient, filled with her elaborate, wytic vifion. | have (tudied thew for
howur{, and don’t know what to wake of thew. They are (trangely arrefting.

7 Eftuary 944
Af | wmake wy way through the defert fouth of Aragain, the defolation of the
fand dune( render( thif already-deferted province nearly unbearable. It feews( hard to



| don’t know what to
wiake of thif —



believe that thif defert waf not alwayf a wasteland—not vntil the black wagic of
two rvling eqof levelled it. | can fee Irondune rifing up in the diftance, furrounded
by plumef of black fwioke. | fee that Ellron wastef no tiwe, now that the General i
abfent. Perhaps kere | will find fowe anfwer( that will lead wie to General Kaine and
haften wy return howe.

My fellow wayfarer(—of the unimpre(five yet cuftomary fort that you find
along the breat Underground Highway( of thif land—attribute the carfe to fowe
dark figure they will only call the “Newefi(.” The nawe haf (urfaced two or three
timef now, and with the fawe dark refpect a child attribute( to the boogey-wan.
But thefe are wawkifh, (uperftitiouf folk(, with not the infight of a brogwioid
between thew. | refuge to endure another endleff gamwe of Fanucd in hopef of eliciting
wiore wfelef information.

27 Eftuary 944
SYovar-

| have fpeut the past few week( traver(ing the territorie( of Irondune, wy
Regent. The endles( border difputes between Ellron and Kafne—over, if you recall, the
forwer Aragain and Defert River provincef—(eew to drag on without folution, af
they have for feveral decadef now. No two wien have defpifed eack other wiore. A{ we
(wagined, (ince Kaine’( inexplicable difappearance, hif army haf fallen finto cowplete
difarray, and even hif precdou Irondune if under fieqe.



BUREAU OF NISSIHg CITIZENS

Division of Prominent and/or Special Citizenry

CASE FILE 95823 - UNSOLVED
CLASSIFICATION - X

NAME: Kaine. Thaddeus

DATE OF BIRTH: Jelly 6. 899
PLACE OF BIRTH: Aragain
EMPLOYMENT: General in the Vice Regentis Royal
Militia, Liege at Irondune

PHYSICAL CHAR ACTERISTICS: See Attached Photo
LAST SIGHTING: Leaving Irondune. headed in the
direction of the Temple of Agrippa.

FOR BUREAU ( SE ONLY: The subject of this report is a Citizen
in Full Standing of the Empire:; is a Prominent and [ seful Citizen:
and does not Cross Reference into any reports Criminal,
Insurrectious, Suspicious, Magical or Otherwise,



Yet perhap( wiore rewarkable than the difrepair of Kafne's arwmy {f the lawentable
ftate of Ellron’(. Ellron’s arwief have fallen utterly out of hif control. Every wan
hay fallen prey to the fickue(( that pervade( thif land, from hif highe(t generalf to
hif lowe(t foot-foldier(. Large number( of foldier( have fallen upon one randow
village after the next, like pack( of wild wolve(. Thefe hordef (eew to be driven by a
force alwoft outfide of thewsfelve(, wioving in directionf and committing atrodities
that even they do not under(tand.

What {nhabitant( remain in the region keep hidden behind their boarded-up doory.
| try to emlift thew {n converfation, but they are too frightened—and woft of what
they (ay wiake( little fenfe. | have kept fowse record.

Since the Newe(i( began to vifit uf, | no longer fear the devil. Blood
rUnf in the (treetf where he goef. The wadue(( beging later. Aud the
halludnationf—unfpeakable atroctie(, written in the dumef, the
dirt, the fkief. The firgt one to die waf (kinned alive by hif own
tent-wate, af he (aeawed about the lady and her lover. Pleage.

That'{ all.
— Audrew Brog, Tort Foozle

| love the (kief here at night. You fee (uch beautiful thingf. That
wowan {f the wioft (tunning (ight | have ever (een. But the
Darkue((. It (talk( her. | witnef( her wurder again and again,



The Cagtie Irondune



everyf time | dreaw. In the worning, wy pillow if wet with ker
blood. If there nothing You can do to fave her?
—Ariela (owmena, Frigid River Valley

The General was a good wan. A family wan. If he knew what waf
happening...in ki own land, with hif own people. It’s a bloody
fhawe. Spook( or not, the old ewpire haf fallen, fallen...

—F.B. Punketah, Zylonika

| do mot fee the thing( that they fee. | cannot help but wonder why it if that | have
been (pared. The fickue(( that pervade thif place haf paffed we over. | fear it if only
a matter of tiwe.

2 Frobuary 944

| have reacked the (agtle lrondune, and was (urprifed to recoguize the caftic
from awong the wiadwowan ' (Ketche(. What to wake of thif, | do not kuow.
(learly, the (ickne( haf preceded wie here. Eltron’s arwies kave pushed what if left of
the refiftance all the way to the fouthern reachef of Fawmathria, acroff the fouthern
branch of the Frigid River, and within fight of Kaine's ancestral catie. No ome here
know( what the final qoal of that infane and rebellionf army wight be, nor exactly






what the (fege of hif caftle will accomplith. Still, the black fwoke of battie grow
thicker every day.

It waf ot difficult to (lip past Ellron’( troops undetected, but when | reached
Ironduue, | difcovered a wioft awazing thing. The wajority of Kafne's troops aren’t
even convinced that the General haf difappeared at all! It appear( Kaine, who, af You
will no doubt recall, invented Thaddeum, remaing equal part( (dentift and general.
He wianeuver( hif troops through an claborate (Y(tews of rewsote radio control codef
of Mk a fophifticated nature that | have been unable to decipher thews. All that |
kuow if thif: the codef (eews to telegraph Kaine'( fngtructions on any given day,
provided the foldier can {dentify himfelf with the given dpher for that day. If |
progre(f any further with thif {ntelligence, | will forward it imwediately. | fenfe
that (nformation of thif nature would be entirely too dangerous to army on wmy
perfon.

10 FrolMan; 944

| {tumbled vpon an old cagtle quard today, raving wad and defperate to talk.
Such i wy uck. He fpent all wiorning lecturing on the winute difference( between
tach of the General’f wiany (uit( of arwor. | wanted to borrow a kuife from oue of
their (cabbard( and (lit hi( throat. Lmk\’ for kim, the fcabbard wa( ewpty. Unluckily
for we, he continued on with hif deranged (how-and-tell all afternoon, trying to



The Kaine Fumﬂt,

Lady Elizabeth Kaine(!)

Madawe Sophia Hawilton



convinee we thif one repuguant little antique dog way actually fowe fort of weapou.
And | am Lord Flathead, and you are Yoruk hiwgelf!

Apparently, thif toothle( old kungu( has known Kaine (ince ke wag a boy. Note:
General Kaine doef feews to infpire thif type of fervent fealty in all thofe who ferve
wnder hiw. The guard, no leff indined, preffed thefe photograph( into wy hand( and
begged wie to bring hif beloved liege back to hiwm. | recoquized (owse of the figure( in
the photograph( from the Socety Tage, the New Zork Tiwe(, etc., but | realized |
had never (een the Young wman, whow the quard confirmed to be Luden, Kaine'(
ouly fou. Why thif Luden had never been prefent at any of the Regional Coundl( on
War, Governance or Taxation that, af heir to Ironduue, he would have been
overwhelwingly likely to attend with hif father, | could only fpeculate. The guard
recalled that ke waf either an arti(t or a denti(t of fowe (iguificance. (!) In either
e, | am thinking that he wmay have gome to practice in fowse foreign diwe, perhapy
the Wegtlands.

| wiuft find thif Luden Kaine. | am convinced he will lead wie to the Gemeral.
Lady Kaine, whow | have deterwined to be in (edufion in Autharia, kaf a well-
documented hiftory of poor health and cannot be difturbed. Irondune, once a
frontier post in the great campaign of Puncanthrax in the Seventh (entury, if the
ancestral howe of her fawmily, and fallf to Kaine by wmarriage, not blood—fo we fee
the great war hero i perhapf af fhrewd af he if (trous.



BUREAU OF MISSING CITIZENS

Division of Prominent and/or Special Citizenry

CASE FILE 95820 - UNSOLVED
CLASSIFICATION - X

NAME: Hamilton, Madame
Sophia

DATE OF BIRTH: Mumberbur 14, 904

PLACE OF BIRTH: Aragain

EMPLOYMENT: Musician, Headmistress of Frigid River
Branch Conservatory

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS: See Attached Photo
LAST SIGHTING: Leaving the Conservatory, headed in
the direction of the Temple of Agrippa.

FOR BUREAU USE ONLY: The subject of this report is a Citizen
in Full Standing of the Empire: is a Prominent and Useful Citizen:
and does not Cross Reference into any reports Criminal,
Insurrectious, Suspicious, Magical or Otherwise.




1s Frobuary 944

| came acroff a (ingle photograph of a beautiful wowan whow | have deterwined
to be Madawe Sophia Hawilton, concert wimfidan and headwiftre(( of the Frigid River
Branch Confervatory, not to wiention (afe File 95820 of wmy quest. The pof(ibility
that | wight difcover the nature of the connection between the honorable General and
the cultured Madawe leadS wie north to the Frigid River at once. The potential nature
of their connection if a (ubject upon which decorum forbid( wie from further
fpeculating at thif tiwe. Suffice it to (ay that the Gemeral, too, if a widely noted

expert in the ufage of a variety of inftrument. -

17 Frobuary 944
The Frigid River Valley if just that. Things to do when | get puck
(Q) How wany brue( doef it take to (crew in :/ fle Report
a lightbulb? ha ha... rite to Coufin Autax

Vifit Mother (waine)

Gt wew §ting gelatin (for oft

Y hair)

25 Frobuary 944 Take a bath

Hail rfe Day Cards (betatea)

| finally reached the Confervatory today. Get the new Soundumaeon albuue

A fecond (tartling difcovery: the wmadwowan, Buy yipple Kibble for Peppy

with her peculiar alchewy, wiuft have
anticdpated wy journey, for the exact likene(S



The Confervatory —
Why ha fhe feen wiy journey in her dream?



of the Confervatory appear( in her {magery, just af Irondune did week( ago.

The atwofphere of that impofing (tructure hung keavy and (till, and | faw that
it had fallew {nto difrepair, fince the difappearance of it{ ruling Madawe. | felt
ftrangely (Ywipathetic to ker, af if being in her rare, cuitured world could (how wie
fowething of her refined prefence, or teach wie fowething of her expert knowledge. If
| (tood for a wowent liftening, it wa( alwoft if | could hear lingering welodiel from
vear( ago. | felt for her, a wiowent, a (trange (adne((. | believe tiwme if not fo fixed
fn thif place af elfewhere—though | know here, af everywhere, the old wu(t
eventually be replaced with the new...

Then the odde(t thing happened. A darkne(( came over wie, a feeling of utter
fury, a kind of hatred | have never before known. | fareamed—| could not kelp
wyfelf—and found that the found | heard waf not wmy voice, but the roar of a
great beaft, a daewon in a wrderou frenzy. | heard the found of glaff breaking,
and | looked up to fee a deaning wowan. She backed away from wie—waking the
fign of Yoruk over her breajt—and whigpered, “Newsegi.”

Terkap( the curfe of thif land {§ working upon we vet. It if difficult to (tay
Untoudhed.

2 Arch 944

AS | journey, certain event( in pajt wonth( take on new fignificance. | remewber a
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rowtine Surveillance Duty at the Convention of Enchanters Closth). The converation(
and (ewiinar( were typically dry, ranging from fuck droll topic( af the propriety of
wsing “nitfol” (converfation with beasts) to gain {nformation on competing Guilds,
or the dangerou (ide effect( of impurity in “fooble” potionf (intended to increae
wfcular coordination, but alfo known to act af a wioft potent laxative). Between
(efsions, however, | overmeard fn a hufhed converfation a word even the Vice Regent
would not fpeak—alchewy.

My fourcef at the Enchantery’ (ulld (which (ndude wiewsber( of the (irde of
Enchanters) were tight-lipped about any new developwent( or fignificant
{nforwation, fo | fafled to (ndude thif reference in wy report. In retrofpect,
however, their forced (llence on the (ubject reiuforcef wy fufpicion( that my
reconnaifance here wiay reveal wiore than | expect. Alchewy). What did that
wadwowan know of wy purpofe( {n thif dark land? What kaf ker Aldewy to do
with the report( of a qreat power gatherfng in the Eagtland(? | ftudy thofe (Ywbolf
again and again, and can wake no fenfe of it.

7 Arch 944

| aw very tired, and canmot write wich thif evening. | attended a concert
today, {n the nearby town of Zorokefh. | fuppofe no one if to blawe, confidering the
general chaof fn the \and, but without Madawe Sophin, there was no Violin in the

-
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local Z’orcheftra, and the traditional (lofing Authews could not be played. Af a
regult, the concert continued on—wioft tortuously—for feventeen additional howry.
The (un fet and the night grew progre(fively darker; children wept and then flept in
the thick ftupor of utter boredom—and finally, fo did their parents.

It waf at that poiut that | arept away from wy (eatwate( in bored Box (, and
deterwined to retire. Perhap( they are (itting there (.

1 Arch 948

| found thif prograws, but do not know what to wake of Bifhop Malveaux §
appearance {n it. General Kaine, Madawe Sophia, and now Bifhop Malveaux, all in
affodation — 95823, 95820 and 9s8zi. | am beginning to (ufpect foul play, fome
grand confpiracy, but canmot deterwine why they would be abducted, until | can
difcover what {t { that wmake thew fo valuable to thif “Newesis,” {f he {f (ndeed
regponfible. | will wmake paffage to the Steppinthrax Monastery, and (ee what | can
learn of the good wionk Malveaux. | have purchased a copy of ki begt-(elling
“Revelation and Eternity” —whick haf led wiany thoufands of Auendoran( to return
to Zorkastrian fire-worghip, and whice | fully expect to be rehaghed New Age
garbage for the fickle yipple-brafned wiagfe(. | will read it on the road. The thingg |
do {n the nawe of Syovar (!) and, kopefully, a prowotion and vagt riches (!)(!)



BUREAU OF NISSING CITIZENS

Division of Prominent and/or Special Citizenry

CASE FILE 95821 - UNSOLVED
CLASSIFICATION - X

NAME: Malveaux,

Bishop Francois

DATE OF BIRTH: Oracle 10, 900

PLACE OF BIRTH: Port Foozle

EMPLOYMENT: Bishop of Zork, Steppinthrax
Zorkastrian Monastery; author of Revelation and Eternity.
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS: See Attached Photo
LAST SIGHTING: Leaving the Monastery, headed in the
direction of the Temple of Agrippa.

FOR BUREAU USE ONLY: The subject of this report is a Citizen
in Full Standing of the Empire: is a Prominent and Useful Citizen:
and does not Cross Reference into any reports Criminal.
Insurrectious, Suspicious. Magical or Otherwise.



Is Arch 944

The heat here {f unbearable. | (pent the better part of today loft in the rolling of
the dumef. Just af | waf defpairing of ever finding a way out, | cawe acroff a
wandering band of wonki—a dozen of thew wiaybe—dandng in drdef around a
fire n the fand. They were a ftrange bunck, (inging aloud {n fowe andent tongue,
throwing little (rap of wetal {uto the fire, velling out poewsf of praife to the fire-
god{. It’( hard to believe people ever thought the world waf flat, let alone that it
refted on the head of a giant brogwioid. Then again, it’( hard to believe that anyone
would pay & Zorkwiid for that fire-rubbifh | waf reading laft night. But I've heard
of people dropping quite a few Zorkwiid on their way to the tewsple. Even the
Iwplewsentory have their price.

The wionk( did not rum from we, uulike wioft people in thif korrible land, but
were {n fact quite friendly. It foon cawe out through converfation that they had
cowe from the very wonaftery | feek, fowse feveral hundred bloitf to the fouthwe(t,
awong the wowntaing on the Steppinthrax Feningula. All of thefe wionk( were
unanimous {n their praife for Malveaux. They called him a great wan, a 9eniug akin
to the godf. They afured wie that hif power( of alewy had deftined him for
iwwiortality. Aldeewy. My thought( returned to the (trange (Ywibolf drawn in the
fand. But they would (ay no wiore on the (ubject, and paffed the reft of the night
plying wie with talef of Yoruk and the firef of Hell. | found thew (trangely
cowpelling, and have tried to reconftruct what | could from recollection—
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THE DESCENT OF SAINT YORUK

!
| The ftory goef fowething like thif. The merdrant Yoruk, a {imple wan, grow(
diffatigfied with if (iwple trade, hif fimple god(, hif (imple life. He prayy to the
Iwplewsentorf and hear( nothing. He doefn’t take it perfonally. He underftands he’(
Uit yipple dung to thew, a little wan awiong little wien. So ke doef what any logical
fellow would do—and follow( thif (ullen, lowly fod of a daewion down to hell, to
! fpeak with the Devil. Quite reaonably, he agfume( the Devil, being the Devil, will keep
- lef exduive company. And ke'( right—only, (tanding between Yoruk and hif Devil i
 thif totally korrific, fire-fnarling dacwion—a wiajor daewion, the grand dacwon of
~ thew all, the Great Daewion of the Threfhold. Aud, | believe, a ring of hell fire.
There abfolutely if fire, | am now rewsewberfng, because that'§ what uext haf to
happen. Yoruk'( daewion pullf out a ruby fhield and pagie( through the flawe
untouched. But Yoruk—oh ye with the faith of a kungui—lofe( hif nerve and letf
90 of the wagical fhield, and {§ burnt. Af a whole throng of daewion( gather(
around kim to keckle and jeer hif iwwinent indueration, Yoruk (iezef hif
opportunity, (tealf a like fhield from the fide of a carele(f daewion, and dafhef
through the flame(—unfcathed. Then, arwed only with the (imple blade of a (imple
wierchant, Yoruk (lay( the Great Daewion of the Threfhold fn hif (urprife, and wake(
hif way down to the Devil, who, reajonably ammfed, teachef Yoruk the Great
Mysterief of the Cogwof.

.
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The Monagtery at Steppinthrax —
The Seat of Zorkagtrianiiw



That'( really about it. Yoruk fpends the ret of hif life wiaking good fenfe out of
-~ Hell, and finally, when hif natural life drawf to a dofe and he find( himelf
| areeping upward( to the Iwplewentory, the (eraphim and the cherubim, the harwony
and the eitacy, feew (trangely florfd and overwrought. He (tayy to talk awhile
with the lwmplewentor(, find( thew \ikeable enough in their own way, and then
 politely requety that he be returned to the company of hif good friend( fn the
. Underworld, dting differences both acsthetic and philofophical. The Iwiplewsentory refift
~ wntil Yoruk, brandifhing kil (word and the bronze fhield with the five fire rubie(,
hacks a path through the Happy Fieldf where Joy forever dwellf, and {f never heard
of again, though kif vast knowledge of thingf Above and Below, af faripted in the
wany Book( of Saiut Yoruk, if truly Enlightenwent of a wioft femsible fort.

2 Arch 944
| aw, by thif time, not gurprifed to difcover that the madwowan footh had

predicted wy current degtination {n her eerfe drawingf. Af | wandered through the
Monastery at Steppiuthrax, | (topped upon a ftone (taircafe to look over the arvefting
view. The landcape, broken by volcamic formation(, feewsed to reflect the umreft |
wa feeling at the very wiowent—the unreft of the curfe. A (iwple wian fecking
anfwer(, \ike the good Yoruk himfelf. | wmade my way into an ewmpty office, and

' found feveral voluwef on Alchewy. The (Ubject returnf to we once again; it feew( to

.



Who 1§ the of?
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be the commwion |iuk, but | do not wnder(tand it. The wionk( here are wiourning the
departure of their dear Bifhop, and have, for the wioft part, taken a vow of filence.
Between the hundred( of thoufand( of fire worfhipperf who ding to hif text, and the
Zorkagtrian brotherf who defend hif perfon, | can find very little reafon that anyoue
would feek to harw Bighop Malveaux to begin with.

Then again, if the Newefi( i§ truly fowe great daewion, the Bifkoy’( goodue((
would be grovnd( enovgh.

26 Arch 9448

| found thefe photographs {n the wionastery. | found dozen( of thews, all of the
(awe whimical \ittle child. | believe (he {f an orphan, a fofter child raifed by the fect.
It appear( that the qood Father waf {ndeed, a good father. | cannot yet identify the
oirl, but | will.

3 Mage 944

Magic, fdence; (dence, wasic....

My wiind returng again to wiy vifit to the (onvention of Enchanter — thif time
to the Keynote Addre((, where Guildwagter Barbel wade veiled referencef (which only
now are becowing trangparent) to aritical “clewsent(” that way portend an upheaval
of all Learned Art( fn the Ewpire.



BUREAU OF MNISSING CITIZENS

Division of Prominent and/or Special Citizenry

CASE FILE 95822 - UNSOLVED
CLASSIFICATION - X

NAME: Sartorius, Dr. Erasmus
DATE OF BIRTH: Jam 19. 895
PLACE OF BIRTH: Frostham
EMPLOYMENT: Chief of Staff, Gray Mountains Asylum;
Research Scientest; Physician

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS: See Attached Photo
LAST SIGHTING: Leaving the Asylum, headed in the
direction of the Temple of Agrippa.

FOR BUREAU USE ONLY: The subject of this report is a Citizen
in Full Standing of the Empire; is a Prominent and Useful Citizen:
and does not Cross Reference into any reports Criminal,
Insurrectious, Suspicious, Magical or Otherwise.



He alfo quoted the renowned hiftorian (and, perhaps, orade) 0zwar, who wrote
fn 82 GUE:

The greatet {rony if thif: that the andents of our kind were
nearer to knowing the truth about Sdence than thofe who called
themfelve( Scientifty. Science haf taught uf wiuch and given uf new
word( for old wsterfe. But beneath thefe word( are wyterie(,
and beneath thews wiore wyterie(. The puriuit of Magic kaf given
thefe wy(terief weaning and provided for our people great benefit(
unrealized af vet by Science. One day, perhap(, a great wnion will
be formed between Magic and Science, and the final wygterief will be
folved.
(learly foweone, or fowmething, fn the Forbidden Land(—I don’t know whick beft
degaribes thif “Newsefis” —ha( ventured forward along thif dark path, further than
0zZwiar wight have expected.

12 Mage 948

| continume to encoumter cofwiic (Ywbol§ and runic writing( that | cannot
wnder(tand and have difficulty reprodudng in thif Record. | belfeve thew to be
wiagical {n nature, however. Af, | have deterwined, are thefe (Ketche(.

Strange. | have (worn to uphold the Unmatural Actf (in effect fince 672 6VE),

-



krak
nikwio
poor***uil
loktar
pax-ten
ghel-ooh

komafft
Zugthug
kepwikown

wake( fef undetectable (and duocolate to vaporize)
draftically flow( tiwme (wiay caufe diforientation)
areate( the urge to {uftiate a tewporary relationghip
fowsething about toothleff creature(

cavfef tewsporal diftention

flow productivity through confusion

fufpends (ubject in a gelatinous (ubftance

enguref cowplete obedience of (ubject Clagty one hour)
plays foothing awbient wiu(ic

avtowatically correctf (peling errory

caufef waffive deftruction to fpecified edifices

P-D-C-S, Formula

Forwmla for fowee kind of
potion- wagical or (demtfic -
who know( - found it with
the Doctor’( papery.

PICTr sarc rront Aragain Falls

corn nuts to top, if desired

1 basin boiling water
t'lm'lri('ily 1o cook

or gas, if you have it
hydrogen to oxygen

molten ore

oxygen to hydrogen

water to cool

helium to make sure it rises

Pie, Windcat, Secret Recipe

14 hairs (hungus or windeat) for flavor

2 quarts live, active Rat-Ar*



which provide (tiff penalties for thofe convicted of (elling “Uumnatural or Supernatural
Subgtances,” and prokibit the unauthorized conflagration of the Learned Arty. Yet,
(and | have adwitted thif to no ome) in (tudvfing the violationf and forbidden acty, |
have developed a fllent fafcnation with the Enckanter’s Art. Sadly, wy wewory
weak, and alway( ha been, and therefore wy effort( to wagter the (iwplest (pelly
efcape wie. That doef not keep we from trying to underftand what | fee here...

| have recorded a it of (pell§, potion(, and wy attewpted tranflationf on the
preceeding page.

17 Mage 944

Thif Afyium {f & havnted place. Many level( of the complex are abandoned—
floor{ z through 19 appear completely deferted. Thif efteewsed Doctor Sartorfug, who,
from the teftimonialf | have difcovered, haf done (Uch good for fo wiany, haf left hif
paper in fowe difarray. The place look( af if it haf been ranfacked. It {§ hard to vifit
thif place and not walk away), for a tiwme, fhocked. Fartly, the condition could be
attributed to the withdrawal of qovernwient funding, af the Doctor’( papery atte(t.
However, there {§ a gqreat deal of blood, which (ugge(ty a familiar pattern—the work
of the Newe(i(. Knowing nothing of the wiedical profeffion and leff of (dence, | am
learning little.

| encovntered an unuual chair. It wiuft have been fowe therapeutic device, af
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A Thoufand Fingery —
A Moft Unugual (hair



fitting in it aeated a woft pleagurable (enfation, af though hundred( (perhap(
thoufand() of finger( were devoted to wy corporeal (tiwulation. After feveral
fitting(, | refolved to bring thif device to the attention of the Vice Reqent on wy
returun.

| dicovered fowe food here and wiade the wiftake of cating it. Suffering from
abdowinal diforder. Surrounded by wiedicine( | dare not take. Pain {nareaging. What
if 9oing on in wy (towache? | am beginning to wonder whether thif Affigumwent if
worth the trial( | am experiencing. | can only 9o back to the concealed gleaw in the
Vice Regent’( eyes when he wientioned wiy “reward.”

24 Mage 948

| have (pent the lagt week doing nothing but reading the Aldmm, book( |
difcovered awiong the Doctor’( papers. Finally, | am able to decipher the (ignf written
i the (and. They are indeed Alchemical, and | will try to tranflate thew af beft | can.

26 Mage 9448

Alchewy if the (tudy of the great (Ytews of correfpondancef that kold( our
cofwof together. Hence eack of the four haf a (ign indicating a planet, an elewsent,
and & wetal. My gue(f would be that the four were alchewsical initiate(, each wmagter
of one of the four elewent(. The fifth elewent, or the Quinteffence, {f the



MaLveavx —

SARTORIVS —

SoFia —

Kaine —

D S
7
& watr
Y ath



fkﬂo{oyker’{ Stone that caufed the Madwowen (Uck exctewsent! Thefe book( arque
back and forth about what if the predfe nature of thif quint effentia—is it
fpiritual, like love or hate; or phvfiological, like blood or wiarrow; or chewical, like
ether or fulphur. What the book{ do agree wpon, however, {{ the boundle(( power of
the Quilntesfence, omnce poffeffed. Marked by a Great Edipfe, the wiaking of the
Quinteffence will bring eternal life and the dawning of a new world.

If thif dacwion Newe(is haf taken poffeffion of the Forbidden Land( af he appear(
to have—if thif carfe if hif doing—then it if wy hypothefif that the General and hif
Madawe, the Monk and hif Doctor—all (uffering wnder the curfe thewsfelve(, whether
for the (ake of their troop( or their patient(, their wific or their parifhioner(—cawe
together to fight All Hell with the One Power Stronger. The Quinte(fence. And then, |
wiuft further hypothe(ize, they loft.

29 Mage 944

The Doctor’( paperf nawe a (acred place built by Agrippa, an engineer of
Duncanthrax’ —the Tewsple of the Andents, {n the Eagtiands. | believe thif place to be
a place of power, of wild wagic. The kind of wagic that areatef—and deftroyi—
worldy. If there if anything left of thefe four brave alduewift(, | hope to find thew
there.

| ventured into Froftham, and tried to fpeak of thif Tewsple. None would (ay



19 Orkle 935

To Whoom It liay Concern:

It is my most sincir wish to make gnown to all
Publick peoples through=out the Empirer that
Docter Sartorius, the kind and generus Docter, has
done a deed so thotiull, so helpiull, that words
canot describe the things I am trying to say at
this time.

liy sun was so sick, he cood not talk, or read or
do anythine inteligent or smart like usual. We
were in mony problems (as we ar bpoor), and cood
not find a person for helpin us. Docter Sartorius
said he wood rix my sun with no mony. Not only did
he fix my sun, he gave him some jobs to work at
the Labratory, and my sun spens all his tyme there
now.

Docter Sartorius is the greatest kind of man I
have gnown. His things he learns about health hav
saved my sun. I am forever in his det.

Sineilly,

Agba Skimlipt




that it exifted—but their haunted facel (eewed to confirm what their word( could
not. | found wy chance in the gleaming evief of an old drumk, (willing cheap ale on
the fide of the road. He had a coufin, who knew a fherpa who needed the woney
and could take we part of the way. A few Zorkwid( later, | found wmyelf (hivering
on a pack horfe, (taring up at what appeared to be fheer difff of impenetrable rock.

Now, wy guide tellf we, | am on wy own. | fhall (trike out for the tewple
toworrow. | aw certain that the end of wy journey await( we there. A dark wood
haf overtaken we. Perhap( |, too, have finally fallen under the curfe. It i difficult
to fay. All | kuow if that it if no lonser the prowife of fortume or prowotion—
neither politicf nor econowmici—that drivef we forward. Like Yoruk, | now feek only
fimple anfwer(, the (imple truth, the (iwple power it wield(. | will find the One
Power and, {f | do not, | will wmeet the Neweis {n Hell.

| kave wade arrangewent(, SYovar. If fowething were to happen to we {n there,
| have cagt the one fpell | know by keart—the (pell of the howing pigeon, which
returu( loft poffeffion( to their howef—upom thif little book. Defpite wy duw(y hand
at wagic, | have attewmpted to enfure that thif narrative would return to your
chamber(, wy Lord. | pray for the day, however, that | place it in Your hand
wy(elf.

Yoruk fave u( all.

Bivotar



The Tewsple of the Andenty
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ACTIVisioN.

ACTIVISION AND ZORK ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS AND ZORK NEMESIS IS
A TRADEMARK OF ACTIVISION, INC. © 1996 AcTivisioN, INC. ALL RIGHTS
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