










CHAPfERIII 
Commqnly Encountered 

Terms in 
Criminal hwestigations 

The era of the street detective was flavored with a 
unique vocabulary. In the jargon of that time, a pistol 
was a "roscoe," a "shamus" referred to a private 
investigator, and "getting the bird's-eye low-down" 
meant to elicit eyewitness testimony. 

The computer age has brought a similar 
plethora of specialized terms to detective work. 
Hence, the following commands and their definitions 
are included here to aid you in your investigation. 
Some have been described elsewhere and are 
repeated for your convenience. 

ACCUSE (someone) 
OF (something) 

Makes an accusation against 
someone. (In this regard, "some­
thing" is usually murder.) 

AGAIN 
Causes the last action you per­
formed to be repeated. 

ANALVZE (something) 
Asks the police laboratory to 
perform a routine analysis 
(including fingerprint compari­
sons) of something. 

ANALVZE (something) 
FOR (something specific) 

Asks the police laboratory to 
analyze something specifically 
for something in particular. 

ARREST (someone or someones) 
If there is a considerable 
amount of evidence against an 
individual or individuals, this 
command ends the case and 
describes the result of the 
prosecution. 

ASK (someone) 
ABOUT.(something or someone) 

_ _,, An unpersonal form of the ex-
pression "(Someone), TELL ME 
ABOUT (something or someone);' 

U it can be used as an abbreviated 
form of questioning. 

BRIEF 
Causes a place to be described 
completely only on your first 

, visit there. On subsequent 
visits, only the name of the 
place and the important objects 
present there will be described. 
(This is the normal situation.) 

FINGERPRINT (something) 
Asks the police laboratory to 

" " •\ INV.ENTORY . . 
" · Lists your possessions. This 

can be abbreviated to I. 

, . . 



LOOK AROUND 
Provides a complete descrip­
tion of your surroundings. This 
can be abbreviated to either 
LOOKorL. 

QUIT 
If confirmed, terminates the 
investigation. If you wish to 
continue the investigation at 
a later time, use the SAVE 
command first. 

RESTART 
If confirmed, terminates the 
investigation and starts it over 
from the beginning. 

RESTORE 
Restores a previously suspended 
investigation. Consult yotir Ref­
erence Card for the procedure 
on your system. 

SAVE 
Suspends your investigation for 
completion at a later time. Con­
sult your Reference Card for 
the procedure on your system. 

SCRIPT 
Starts a transcript (if you have 
a printer). Consult your Refer­
ence Card for the availability of 
this feature on your system. 

SHOW (something) 
TO (someone) 

Does the obvious thing, possibly 
eliciting an interesting reaction. 

TIME 
Displays the current time. This 
can be abbreviated to T. 

UNSCRIPT 
Stops a transcript that started 
using the SCRIPT command. 

VERBOSE 
Causes a complete description 
of a place to be displayed every 
time you enter that place. Com­
pare with BRIEF. 

VERSION 
Displays the version and serjal 
number of your copy of 
DEADLINE. 

WAIT FOR (number) MINUTES 
Causes time to pass without 
your taking any particular 
action. If anything interesting 
happens during this time, you 
will have the opportunity to 
stop waiting. 

WAIT FOR (someone) 
Causes time to pass until some­
one arrives at the place you are 
in. Every so often you will have 
the opportunity to stop waiting 
for that person if he/she hasn't 
yet arrived. 

WAIT UNTIL (time) 
Causes time to pass until the 
desired time arrives. As with the 
other WAIT commands, interest­
ing events happening in your 
environs will give you the option 
of terminating your idle state. 

WHO IS HERE 
Describes other people who are 
in the same place that you are. 
This is done implicitly during a 
LOOK AROUND. 



Limited Warranty 
This software product and the attached instructional 
materials are sold "AS IS," without warranty as to 
their performance. The entire risk as to the,guality 
and performance of the computer software program 
is assumed by the user. 

However, to the original purchaser only, Infocom, 
Inc. warrants the medium on which the program is 
recorded to be free from defects in materials and 
faulty workmanship under normal use and service 
for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of 
purchase. If during this period a defect on the 
medium should occur, the medium may be returned 
to Infocom, Inc. or to an authorized Infocom, Inc. 
dealer, and Infocom, Inc. will replace the medium 
without charge to you. Your sole and exclusive 
remedy in the event of a defect is expressly limited 
to replacement of the medium as provided above. To 
provide proof that you are the original purchaser, 
please complete and mail the enclosed Owner 
Warranty Card to Infocom, Inc.' 

If the failure of the medium, in the judgment of 
Infocom, Inc. resulted from accident, abuse or 
misapplication of the medium, then Infocom, Inc. 
shall have no responsibility to replace the medium 
under the terms of this warranty. 

THE ABOVE WARRANTIES FOR GOODS 
ARE IN LIEU OF ALL WARRANTIES, EXPRESS, 
IMPLIED OR STATUTORY, INCLUDING, BUT 
NOT LIMITED TO, ANY IMPLIED WARRAN­
TIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS 
FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND OF ANY 
OTHER WARRANTY OBLIGATION ON THE 
PART OF INFOCOM, INC. IN NO EVENT 
SHALL INFOCOM, INC. OR ANYONE ELSE 
WHO HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN THE CREA­
TION AND PRODUCTION OF THIS COMPUTER 
SOFTWARE PROGRAM BE LIABLE FOR INDI­
RECT, SPECIAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAM­
AGES, SUCH AS, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, LOSS 
OF ANTICIPATED PROFITS OR BENEFITS 
RESULTING FROM THE USE OF THIS PRO­
GRAM, OR ARISING OUT OF ANY BREACH OF 
THIS WARRANTY. SOME STATES DO NOT 
ALLOW THE EXCLUSION OR LIMITATION OF 
INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAM­
AGES SO THE ABOVE LIMITATION MAY NOT 
APPLY TO YOU. 

DEADLINEnl is a trademark of lnfocom, Inc. ©I 982 Infocom, Inc. 

Copyright 
This software product is copyrighted and all rights 
reserved by Infocom, Inc. It is published exclusively 
by Infocom, Inc. The distribution and sale of this 
product are intended for the use of the original 
purchase.r only and for use only on the computer 
system specified. Lawful users of this program are 
hereby licensed only to read the program from~its 
medium into memory of a computer solely for the 
purpose of executing the program. Copying, dupli­
cating; selling or otherwise distributing this product 
is a violation of the law. 

This manual is copyrighted and all rights are 
reserved by Infocom, Inc. This document may not, 
in whole or part, be copied, photocopied, repro­
duced, translated or reduced to any electronic 
medium or machine readable form without prior 
consent, in writing, from Infocom, Inc. 

Willful violations of the Copyright Law of the 
United States can result in civil damages of up to 
$50,000 in addition to actual damages, plus criminal 
penalties of up to one year imprisonment and/or a 
$10,000 fine. 

N.B. After the warranty period, a defective disk may 
be returned to Infocom, Inc., with a check or money 
order for $15.00 for replacement. · · 
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55 Wheeler St., Cambridge, MA 02138 
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