


















SORCEROR SPELLS • Level 1 
SECOND SIGHT The mage will SESI DISRUPT ILLUSION This spell will Diil 

MANGAR'S MIND JAB The mage MIJA experience heightened awareness 6 destroy any illusion fighting the 8 

casts a concentrated blast of 3 and be able to sense stairways, 30' party, and any new illusions created Party 

psychic energy at one opponent 1 Foe special encounters, spell negation Medium later in the combat. It will also point Combat 

doing 2-8 hits of damage for each zones , and other unusual occurrences. out any dopplegangers in the party. 

experience level of the mage. 
CURSE Causes a group of your CURS MANGAR'S MIND BLADE A sharp MIBL 

PHASE BLUR The entire party PHBL enemies to fear you greatly, 5 explosion of psychic energy that 8 

will seem to waver and blur in the 2 lessening their morale and their Group inflie1s1 O - 40 hits to each and All Foes 

sight of the monsters, making the Party MANGAR'S MIND FIST A higher MIFI ability to hit and damage you . Combat every enemy you face . 

party very difficult to strike. Combat power "Mind Jab," does 3-12 hits 4 
of damage to one foe , times the 1 Foe Level 4 Level 6 

LOCATETRAPS In a state of LOTR experience level of the mage. 
magically-heightened awareness. 2 CAT EYES The members of the CAEY WIND DRAGON This incantation WIDR 

the spell caster will be able to sense 30' WORD OF FEAR This incantation FEAR mage's party will all receive perfect 7 will create an illusionary red dragon 10 

a trap within 30 feel, tt he faces It. Short will make a group of your enemies 4 night-vision, which will last View to fight with your party. Spee 
shake in fear, reducing their ability Group indefinitely. lndef 

HYPNOTIC IMAGE If successfully HYIM to attack and do damage. Combat MIND WARP This spell will make a MIWP 

cast, this spell will make a group of 3 WIND WARRIOR This spell will WIWA member of your party go totally 9 

your enemies miss the following Group Level 3 create the illusion of a battle- 6 insane. Useful for possessions. Char. 

attack round. ready warrior that joins your party. Spee 

WIND WOLF This spell creates an WIWO Level 7 

Level 2 illusionary won to join the party. 5 KYLEARAN'S INVISIBILITY SPELL INVI 

This and other illusions are only Spee This invocation will perform a 7 WIND GIANT This spell will create WIGI 

DISBELIEVE This spell will reveal DISB effeciive as long as an enemy Vanishing Spell on the entire Party an illusionary storm giant, to join 12 

the true nature of any illusion 4 "believes" them. Depending on party. Combat with, and fight for, your party. Spee 

attacking the party, causing It to Party power and location, the monster may 
inslardly vanish. see through the illusion, and cause It Level 5 

to vanish. SORCERER SIGHT This spell SOSI 

TARGET-DUMMY A magical illusion TADU WIND OGRE This spell will create WIOG functions the same as lhe 11 

appears in the party's special slot. 4 KYLEARAN'S VANISHING SPELL VANI the illusion of an ogre. which will 7 Sight spell, but it will last 30' 

Unable to attack, It will serve to Spee The mage casting this spell will turn 6 accompany and fight with your Party indefinitely. lndef 

draw enemy attacks to himseH. Combat nearly invisible in the eyes of his Self party. 

enemies, who will ')reat Combat 

18 
difficulty in striking him. 
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WIZARD SPELLS 

Level 1 

SUMMON DEAD This spell will 
gate into our universe a zombie 
or skeleton to fight for the party. 

REPEL DEAD This spell will do 
16 to 80 points of damage to a 
group of undead creatures. 

Level 2 

LESSER SUMMONING This spell 
will gate into our universe a lower 
power elemental or demon, who 
will (under protest) join the party. 

DEMON BANE This spell will do 
32 to 128 points of damage to a 
single demon. The power to 
summon is the power to destroy. 

Level 3 

SUMMON PHANTOM This spell 
will bring a medium level undead 
creature into the party. 

DISPOSSESS This spell will make 
any possessed party member 
return to his normal state. 

SUDE 
6 
Spee 

REDE 
4 
Group 

LESU 
8 
Spee 

DEBA 
8 
1 Foe 

SUPH 
10 
Spee 

DISP 
10 
Char 

Level 4 

PRIME SUMMONING This spell 
gates in a medium level elemental 
or demon, to fight with the party. 

ANIMATE DEAD Gives a dead 
character undead strenglh, making 
him attack your enemies as though 
he were truly alive. 

Level 5 

BAYLOR'S SPELL BIND This spell 
ij successful possesses the mind of 
any enemy, forcing him to join your 
party and fight in its defense. 

DEMON STRIKE This spell works 
like Demon Bane, but it will affect 
an entire group of demons 
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PRSU 
12 
Spee 

ANDE 
11 
Char 

SPBI 
14 
1 Foe 

DMST 
14 
Group 

Level 6 

SPELL SPIRIT This spell will gate 
in a higher-level undead creature 
to fight for the party. 

BEYOND DEA TH This spell will 
restore lije and one hit point to a 
character. 

Level 7 

GREATER SUMMONING This 
spell will gate a greater demon into 
our universe and bind him to the 
party. 

BARD SONGS 

1. FALKENTYNE'S FURY 

SPSP 
15 
Spee 

BEDE 
18 
Char 

GRSU 
22 
Spee 

This tune increases the damage your party will do 
in combat, by driving them inlo a berser1<er rage. 

2. THE SEEKER'S BALLAD 
This song will produce light when exploring, 
and during combat it will increase the party's 
chance of hitting a foe with a weapon. 

3. WAYLAND'S WATCH 
This song will sooth your savage foes, making 
them do less damage in combat. 

4. BADH'R KILNFEST 
This is an ancient Elven melody, which will heal the 
Bard's wounds during traveling, and heal the 
party's wounds during combat. 

5. THE TRAVELLER'S TUNE 
This melody makes the members of your party 
more dexterous and agile, and thus more difficult 
toM. 

6. LUCKLARAN 
This song sets up a partial ·anti-magic" field, which 
gives party members some increased protection 
against spell casting. 

SPELL KEY GLOSSARY 

Range 
View 

Terms 

1 Foe 

All Foes 
Group 
Se~ 

30' 
Char 
Party 

Special 

Duration 
Combat 

Short 
Medium 
Long 
lndef. 
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- spell"atlects line of sight. 
- spell affects a single monster, 

regardless ol how many you face 
- spell affects all monsters you face 
- spell affects 1 of 4 monster groups 
- spell affects spellcaster only 
- 3 squares in the direction you face 
- one of 6 party members or special 
- spell affects all 6 party members 

and special 
- spell affects "S" slot only; 

summoned crea!Ure erters combal 
next round 

Terms 
- spell lasts until all monsters or all 

party members are kiled, or unti 
party l\JrlS aNaY 

- spell lasts ony a few mirutes 
- spell lasts a little longer 
- spell lasts twice as long as "Short" 
- spell lasts until party.enters the 

Adverture(s Guild or an arti-magic 
zore 



TIPS FROM THE 
UNDERGROUND 

Characters 
1. Don1 be concerned about losing a Level 1 
character. Just make another one. But when your 
characters reach the 3rd level , back them up 
regularly using your favortte disk copy program. 
2. If your favorite character gets killed, there are 
several things you can do. You can resurrect him 
by magic or in a temple by spending spell points or 
gold. You can turn off the computer and reboot , 
and your entire party will be restored , but without 
the experience, gold and magic items they have 
won since the last time you saved game. Or you 
can load the character from your back-up disk onto 
the main disk, after first deleting the dead character 
from your main disk. NOTE: you can only restore a 
character by rebooting if you have previously 
saved your party by exiting the game when in the 
Adventurer's Guild. 
3. In "rolling" a character's attribute numbers, 17s 
and 18s can often make a big difference, as 
follows : Intelligence gives Magic Users bonus 
spell points ; Dexterity gives fighters (but not 
Bards) bonus armor protection and first strike 
capability ; Strength allows fighters to do extra 
damage in combat ; Luck allows Rogues to survive 
even if they accidentally set off a trap ; and 
Constitution gives all characters bonus hit points . 
4. Most character races have at least one attribute 
they are particularly high in. Pay close attention to 
starting attributes when designing your party . 
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5. Develop a Sorcerer fast. They are very useful in 
dungeons. Wizards are extremely important in 
advanced levels ; they can summon demons, 
extremely powerful specials. Develop an 
Archmage, too . You'll need one; you'll want more. 
6. Your pre-built party, excellent for beginning 
levels, may not be the best group for advanced 
levels. You may want to experiment with a hunter, 
because his "critical hit" capability can vanquish 
superior monsters, and the monk, who is perhaps 
the best fighter of all after he reaches the 6th level. 
7. Warriors and other fighters often play less of a 
role against higher level, magic-using monsters. 
But without the protection of their armor and 
strong arms, your Magic Users would not survive 
long enough to learn the higher level magic spells. 
8. Beware the Doppelganger monster. It enters 
your party and looks just like one of your members. 

Magic 
1. Don't venture too far into any dungeon without 
your maximum spell points. A good rule is to leave 
a dungeon when you are down to one quarter of 
your maximum spell points. 
2. Manage your spell points carefully. Don1 waste 
a spell if you can accomplis~ the same thing 
without magic. Torches, for example, often work 
as well as magic light spells. On the other hand, 
don1 be shy about using magic in combat. When 
in doubt, blast 'em wtth magic. 
3. Locate traps, second sight and sorcerer sight 
spells all identify traps within 30 feet. Trapzap spell 
disarms all traps within 30 feet. 
4. Cast a long-lasting Bard spell right before 
entering a tavern. It's like getting a free spell. 

ITEMS 
These are the basic items found in Garth's 
Equipment Shoppe in unlimtted quantity: 

Torch 
Lamp 
Broadsword 

Short Sword 

Dagger 
War Axe 

Halbard 

Mace 

Staff 
Buckler 
Tower Shield 
Leather Armor 

Chain Ma~ 

Scale Armor 
Plate Armor 
Robes 
Helm 

·· for light in dungeons 
-- longer duration than a torch 
-· most damaging non-magic 
sword, only usable by fighters 

- a lighter sword, usable by all but 
mages 

-· usable by all, not too effective 
-- a heavy, damaging weapon, not 
usable by bards, rogues, or 
magic users 

- a combination battle axe and 
pike, the most damaging 
non-magical weapon 

-- the most powerful weapon a 
rogue can use; an armor crusher 

- a simple, non-magical cudgel 
-- a small round shield 
- a larger shield 
-- the lightest armor, wearable by 
all but magicians and conjurers 

-- light metal mesh armor, best 
against light weapons 

-- better still, difficult to pierce 
- strongest non-magical armor 
- will dull old knives, but that's it 
·· covers the head and saves the 

adventurer's good looks 
Leather Gloves -- some protection for the hands 
Gauntlets - metal gloves 
Mandolin, Harp, Flute -- musical instruments for use 

by Bards 

Item Abbreviations 
FGN is an abbreviation for Figurine, a magical 
statuette which can come to ltte. 
MTHR is an abbreviation for Mithril , an elven metal 
with magical qualities. 
ADMT is an abbreviation for Adamant, another 
magical metal. 
DMND is an abbreviation for Diamond, one of the 
hardest substar)Ces known to man or monster. 

Tips from the Underground: Items 
1. Generally, the more expensive the item is, the 
better tt works. Almost like real ltte. 
2. There are no cursed or bad ttems, unlike real life. 
3. Don't be stingy. Equip your fighters with the 
best armor, weapon, shield , helmet and gauntlets 
money can buy. After all, he can1 take ~with him. 
4. Experiment with all items you find to determine 
their capabilities. Magical items are key to success. 
Remember that an item may only be magical for 
certain characters and classes , so trade items 
around tt you have to. 
5. Make sure some of your characters carry less 
than 8 ttems, or else the party will never be able to 
pick up new magical ttems in the dungeons. 
6. Whenever your party captures an especially 
interesting or powerful magic ttem, save the party as 
soon as possible. That way, even tt disaster strikes, 
you will never lose that powerful armor, weapon, 
talisman or whatever. 
7. This manual is not protected by magic shields or 
air armor. Don1 let your dog eat it. 
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COMMAND • SUMMARY 

THE BARD'S TALE 
COMMODORE 64/128 

Getting Sterted - Note: M•k• eure your Shift Lock I• OFF, end there ere no 
joystick• or certrldg•s plugged Into your system. If you have a Convnodore 64, 
insert the Boot disk and type Loed "EA" ,8, 1. If you have a Commodore 128, insert Boot disk 
and turn on the computer. Press the Speceber to leave the title page. When the prompt 
"Insert Character Disk" appears, insert Side 2 of the boot disk, and press a key. 

Meklng • Cherecter Disk - Before you begin playing, you will need to create your own 
character disk, a disk the computer can write to as you play, lo keep track of your fortunes and 
misfortunes. Use the following steps lo make a copy of the character disk which contains a 
completely outfitted and ready-to-go band of adventurers named "ATEAM; that you will find on 
the flip side of your boot disk. Get a blank disk, or one which contains information you no 
longer need, to use as your character disk. Select M)ake a disk lo make a copy of your 
Character disk. The entire copy process takes about 5 disk swaps; follow the onscreen 
instructions until you see the message, ·copy Complete.• This process can be time consuming 
and you may want lo use another copy utility instead of M)ake a disk. Do not write protect 
your copy of the character disk because the program writes information on the disk during 
game play. After copying the character disk, reboot the system following the steps outlined 
above . 

NOTE: The Commodore 64/128 version of Bard's Tale does not accept 
characters from Ultima Ill. 

When the prompt appears asking for your character disk, insert the copy you made, then press 
any key. {Again, make sure your joysticks are unplugged). The Utilities menu which appears 
contains 3 choices. To ent8f the Adventurer's Guild so you can start playing, just press S for 
S{lart) game. For information about the other 2 choices, see "Utilities Menu• inside. 

The *ATEAM - The character disk you made above already contains a good beginning 
party of adventurers who are equipped and ready lo go. To use them, just type A lo A(dd) Q 

character, and then type *ATEAM lo load the entire party. Type E lo E(xit) the Guild and 
enter the town of Skara Brae. To learn how lo create your own characters, form your own 
parties, remove characlers ·or rearrange their order, see the inside of this card . .1:1..Ltil: The first 
dungeon is the wine cellar in the only tavern in town which serves wine. It's on Rakhir street. 

SAFETY AND DEATH 
Face it. The sort of streets where you run into wandering Kobolds, Werewolves and Ores are 
dangerous. And the streets of Skara Brae are especially dangerous al night. Beginning 
parties, therefore, should not be shy about spending the night in the Adventurer's Guild. When 
you leave the Adventurer's Guild the clock is always set ahead to the next morning. 

Don't despair if you lose a favorite "ATEAM member. First delete him from your Character disk 
(with the Delete command from the Disk menu in the Adventurer's Guild) . Then use the Copy 
characters command in the Utilities menu (described inside) lo copy the original from the back 
of the Boot disk or the most recently saved version from a backup of your Character disk. 
Finally, add him to your party. 

I or Retum--move forward. 
K-«ick a door open. 

MOVING ABOUT 

VIEWING CHARACTERS 

J or left Arrow--4um left. 
L °' Right Am>w--tum ri!j\t. 

Press the number (1-6) of the character whose statistics you want to view. In the sub menu, 
Press : 
E lo E(quip) a character with an item. You will be prompted for the item number (1-8) . Press 0 
to unequip all of a character's items. 
T lo T(rade) an Item. Type the item numb8f al the prompt. To trade gold, type G. Then type the 
numb8f of the character you want to give the item to. 
D to D{rop) an item. Type the Item number at the prompt. 
P to P{ool) all gold. This gives all the party's gold to the character being viewed. 
Press the Spaceb•r lo leave the View Character mode. 



COMBAT COMMANDS 
II monsters attack, press F to F(ight) or R to R(un) . (Note, you don't always get to run just 
because you want to.) Or you can press P for P(arty attack) at any lime to voluntarily enter 
intra-party combat. In combat, press : 
A to A(ttack) monsters in the first 2 ranks, hand-to-hand. Available to the first 3 party 
members. 
D to D(efend). This lessens the chance of damage from a monster in that round. 
U to U(se) a magical item. The character must have been equipped with the item in advance. 
B lo sing one of the 6 B(ard's) tunes for one combat round. Available only lo Bards. 
C lo C(asl) a spell . Type in the code letters for the spell at the prompt. Available to magic 
users only. 
H to H(ide) in the shadows. Available only lo rogues. 
CRSR Left and CRSR Right to speed up or slow down the combat message scrolling rate. 

OTHER ADVENTURING COMMANDS 
C to C(ast) a spell when not in combat. Al the prompt, type the number of the character who will 
cast the spell , then type the code letters for the spell . 
P lo start intra-party combat at any time with a P(arty attack). 
B lo sing one of the 6 B(ard's) tunes while wandering. Available only lo Bards. 
E to go up a portal. The party must have a levitation spell in operation. Works in dungeons 
only. 
D to go down a portal. Works in dungeons only. 
? lo learn the name of the street your party is on, and the time of day. 
N to establish a N(ew order) for the party members. Al the prompt, type the numbers of the 
members in the order you want them to march. 
U lo U(se) an item. Some items, like torches, must be activated with this command in order to 
work. Type the character number who has the item al lhe prompt, then pick the item (by typing 
ils number) from the list which will appear. Some items run out of power alter only one use. 
V to turn sound on/off. 
Use the Left-arrow key in the upper-left comer of the keyboard lo pause, and the 
Specebar to resume. 

.t 
J 

HOW TO FORM PARTIES AND CREATE NEW CHARACTERS 
Characters can be created and parties t9rmed only in the Adventurer's Guild. When you're 
ready to leave the Guild, type E for E(xit). Here are the other commands available to you there. 
Press : 
c to C(heck) the roster of characters and party names contained on the Character disk. Party 
names are indicated with an •. The characters that belong to a party may be anywhere in the 
list. 
A to load a party or A(dd) a character to an already loaded party. Type either a character name 
or a party name at the prompt. Party names must begin with an• (e.g., *ATEAM). A party can 
contain up to 6 adventurers and must contain at least one adventurer to use the E(xlt) 
command. · 
R to R(ernove) a character from a party. This saves all current character status information to 
disk. 
N to establish a N(ew) marching order tor a party. 
D to bring up a set of additional D(lsk) options so you can create a new character, save a party 
name, delete a character from the disk or leave the game, saving the current character status 
to disk. 

After pressing D lo bring up the disk options, press: 
C to C(reate) a new character. Select the race and class for the character as prompted, then 
type in a character name up lo 15 letters and spaces. Press Return to enter the name. A disk 
can hold up to 30 characters. 
S to S(ave) a party name. IMPORTANT: This command does not save the characters 
themset11es. It only saves a .roster of the currently loaded characters under the name you type 
in. When you use this command, the program will automatically add an asterisk lo the name to 
mark it as the name of a party. You must type the asterisk first when you want lo load the party 
again. 
D lo D(elete) a character from a character disk to make room for another character. 
L to L(eave) the game, saving all current character status information to disk. 
E to E(xit) the disk options menu and return to the Guild. 



lfnLmES MENU 
To produce this menu, start your system with the Bard's Tale Boot Disk and insert a Character 
disk when prompted lo do so. When the menu appears, press: 
S to S(tart) playing the game. 
C lo C(opy) characters from one character disk to another. Just follow the prompts as they 
appear. The disk you are copying from is the source disk, the one you are copying to is the 
target disk. 
M to M(ake) a new Character disk. 

MANUAL ADDENDA 
On page 21, item number 3, whars said about intelligence and spell points is true as far as ii 
goes: the higher the Intelligence of your magic user, the faster the rate of increase in spell 
points through experience. Bui the beginning number of spell points is randomly bestowed at 
creation. 
On Page 21, item number 2, the manual uses the words •save• and •exir in connection with 
•game." They were meant there as common verbs rather than as command names. The Save 
command in the Adventurer's Guild Disk menu does only one thing: ii saves a roster of the 
currently loaded characters under a party name. To write the current status of a single 
character lo disk, use the Remove command to remove him lrom the party. To write the current 
status of all loaded characters lo disk, use the Leave game command in the main Adventurer's 
Guild menu. If you turn off the power without using the Leave command, ll1I. currently loaded 
characters will lose llll. lheir gold, regardless of when they acquired it. 

THE BARD'S TALE 
Making a Otaracler Disk 

Before you 1tart playing The Bord's T•l< for the lint time, you need to make 1 char1cter disk on which to 1tore your 
games. To make a character di1k, put an Initialized blank disk In your disk drive. Click the new disk icon to aelect It, 
then choose Rename from the Worlcbench Menu and na""' the disk : 

BARDS TALE OiARACTER DISK (Be sure to uu thla end wording!> 

After you\oe renamed the character disk, put the Workbench disk back Into the drive. Double click the Preferences icon, 
then tum on the CU gadget and select Save. Open the System drawer and double-click the CU icon there. Type: 

Copy from BARDST ALf,Memben to RAM: 

and preH return. A series of prompts asks you to switch disks. When the copy is complete, put the Workbench disk back 
In the drive and type: 

Copy from RAM:'7 to "Bardo Tale O.aracter oi.Jc• 

Agaln, the program prompts you to swllch disks. When the copy Is oomplete, so Is your character disk. To 1tart playing 
The Bard's Tale, put your program disk ln the drive 1nd reboot the Amiga by pre11lng Control/R-Amig1/L-Amlga 
1imultaneously. If you have two cir!ves, put the character disk In drive 2. 

Getting Started 
If you've already created your character disk, you can use Kickstart 1.2 to start your Amiga. When the Workbench 
prompt screen appean, eject Klcksrart and ln1ert the Bard'• Tale program disk. Of your computer It already on, reboot by 
pressing Control/R-Amiga/L-Amiga 1imult1neowly, 1nd Insert the Bard'• Tale ditk.) The program load1 automatically: 
click. the Jeh mouse button when the title screen appuirs, 1nd ln • moment, you'll find youneU at the Adventurer'• Guild 
In Skara Brae. 

Your Bard.'1 Tale character disk now contains a completely outfitted. and ready· to-go band of adventurers named 
• ATEAM In addition, you can create other partlea and 1tore them on the character disk. To Ule the 'ATEAM, aelect Add 
a member .from the Main Menu. The list that appears shows all parties and charactera 1tored on the disk . Click on 
'ATEAM. When the party Is loaded, the Main Menu reappean. 

Because your Bard'• Tale disk It copy-protected, you cannot make backup or worklng coplea of the disk. Be sure to always 
keep the disk write-protected. 

During Play 
Several oonvention1 apply throughout the game: 

Olck the left mouse button to make selections and give command•. The right mouse button Is your Help key: Ule It to view 
a summary of keyboard oommands. 



Game lnfonnotlon 1nd menu1 1ppear In the white requeater In the upper right of the acreen. To aelect from thl1 acreen, 
click on the option you w1nt, or type the lint letter. You m1ke ill g1me dectslon1 -<!Xcept direction of t!'llvel - from thla 
box. 

lnform1tlon 1bout your cha!'llcten 1ppean In the cut llat 11 the bottom of the screen. When the white requester askl you 
to aelect 1 cha!'llcter for 1ny ,...son, move the pointer to the ch11"11cter'1 name 1nd click - or type the lint letter of the 
name. 

Note: Infrequently, you may get 1 reed/write error during play. If this happens, click Retry. The Amlg1 DOS 1ereen 
1ppe1r1 (though you ire 1tlU In the Bard'1 Tile prognm). Oick the front-back g1dget In the upper right comer to move 
the Amlg1 DOS 1ereen to the background, 1nd the Bard'1 Tale ,...ppean where you left off. 

Main Menu 
You only hive 1ccea1 to the M1ln Menu while you're In the Adventurer's Guild. Your options ue: 
Add 1 member - Add1 memben from other portlea on your disk to the current perty. You can 100 use It to recombine 
chuacten lnto entirely new putles. The requester that •ppean rontaln1 ill the parties 1nd characters uved to the 
dlslc,; pirty namea ire preceded by 1n •. Click on the name of the pirty or ch1!'11cter you w1nt to use. 
Remove 1 member- Removea 1 member from your current party 1nd uves him to disk. 
CrHte a member - <:re.tee a new cha1'8der. The prompts that follow this mnunand 11k you for the new chan.cter'1 nu::e, 
cla11, 1nd name (up to 15 chl!'llcten). An1wer the prompb either by clicking your aelectlon or typing the aelectlon number. 
Delete 1 member - Deleteo 1 chl!'llcter from your party. Cautioru when you uae this comm.and, the chuacter disappears 
forever! 
S1ve Party - S.vea the el\tlre perty to disk under 1 11ngle pirty n1me. P1rty namea are preceded by 1n • on the disk 
mlllU. 

Le1Ve Game - Ex!t1 the Bard'1 Tale. When you aelect thla option, you're offered a "yea/oo" choice before you 1ctu1lly 
leave the game. A ·no" 1n1wer returns you to the Main Menu. II you want to uve your ch.aracten, make sure you do it 
before you give thl1 comm.and. A "yes" answer takes you to the Amlgl DOS acreen, II you want to re-enter the g1me from 
here, type BARDST ALE 1nd prea1 return. 
Enter the Oty- Leave1 the Adventurer'• Guild 1nd 1tart1 plly. 

Safety and Death 
F1ce IL The aort of 1met1 where you run Into wandering Kobold1, Werewolvea and Ores are dangerou1 - especially at 
night. Don't be shy about 1pendlng the night In the Adventurer's Guild. When you leeve the Guild, the clock 11 alway1 
set ahe1d to the next morning. 

Moving About 
When you pllce the pointer In the view window In the upper left of the screen, It turns Into a directional arrow. As you 
move the 1rrow, It point• out the various direction• you can tnvel: 1he1d, 1round comers, Into buildlngs, through doon. 
Qlck to Indicate that you want to go In the direction currently Indicated by the arrow. You can 1lao control your motion 
with the keyboard arrow1. 

Viewing Ota.racters 
To view a chlracter, point to hl1 name on the caat list and click, or type the number thlt correapond1 to hl1 place In the 
man:hlng order (1~). Ch11"11cter Information appears In the white requester, along wlth the option• to Trade Gold, Pool 
Gold or Continue. The Continue comm.and Is followed by the equipment list, from which you can (T)rade or (D)rop ltema, 
or (E)qulp the character. Pre11 T, D, or E, or click on the desired option. 

Combat Commands 
During battle, your characten' action• and option• appear in the white information requester. You can 
respond by clicking the option you want, or pressing: 
f to Fight 
R toRun 
p to start Intra-Party combat at any time. 
A to Attack monstera In the lint two rankl, hand-to-hand. (Av1ilable to the ftnt three pirty members.) 
D to Defend. This leaoens the chance of damage from a roonster In that round. 
U to Use 1 magical Item. The character must be equipped with the Item In advance. 
B to sing one of six Bard's tunes for one combat round. You can also press the function key that correspond• 

to your Bard's character number. (Available only to Bardo.) 
c to Cast 1 spell. Type the first letter of (or click on) the 1pellcaster'1 name, then select the •pell code 

from the llst that appean. You an also press the the function key that corresponds to your 
apellcuter'1 character number, then type the 1pellcode and preso Return. (Av11lable to magic uaen 
only.) 

H to Hide In the shadow1. (Avalllble only to roguea.) 
> to speed up message 1erolllng rate 
< to slow down mesuge scrolling rmte 

Other Adventuring Commands 
The foUowlng command• ire available while you're peacefully exploring the 1treet1 of Ska!'ll Brae: 
c to Cast 1 spell. Type the lint letter of (or click on) the 1pellcuter'1 n1me, then select the spell cod~ 

from the list that 1ppean. You can also preu the function key that corresponds to your 1pellcaster I 
character number, then type the 1pellcode and press Return. (Available to magic user! only.) 

P to start Intra-Party combat at 1ny time. 
B to alng one of alx Bard's tunes whlle traveling. You can 1110 press the function key that corresponds to 

your bard's character number. (Available only to Bards.) 
E to Elevate up 1 portal. The party must have a levitation spell In operation. Works only In dungeona. 
D to go Down a portal Worb only In dungeons. 
1 to learn the name of the street your party 11 on, and the time of day. 
N to establish 1 New m1rchlng order for your party. Click on the name of character you want to move. 

Cilek again on the position ln the cast list you want the character to occupy. All other characten will 
move up or down to accomodate the new placement. 

T to Pause and Resume the g1me. 
u to Use an ltem. Some Items, Hke torches, don 't work until you activate them with this command; others 

run out of power after only one we. 
V to tum IOUnd on or off. 

Creating and Saving Otaracters 
You can create characters and fonn part ies only 1t the Adventurer's Guile!. To create ch~racten, form your own parties, 
remove characters, or reanange their marching order, use the Main Menu conunands descnbcd above. 



COMMAND • SUMMARY 

The Bards Tale Atari ST 

Making a Character Disk 
Before you start playing The Bard's Tale for the first time, you need to make a 
character disk. Prepare a blank, formatted diskeue. Insert your Bard's Tale PICTIJRE 
disk in the drive, and boot your computer. When instructed to do so, insert your 
bl~k formatted disk in the drive. Follow the on-screen prompts . When you have 
finished, your new character disk will have a completely outfitted and ready-to-go band 
of adventurers named •ATEAM. To use the •ATEAM, select (A) dd a member from the 
Main Menu. 

Because your Bard's Tale disks are copy-protected, you cannot make backup or working 
copies of the disks . Be sure to keep the PROGRAM and PICTURE disks 
write-protected. Make sure your newly created character disk is always write-enabled. 

To Start Playing The Bard's Tale 
If you are playing with a mouse, plug it into port #0. Insert your Bard's Tale 
PROGRAM Disk in Drive #1 and tum on your computer. (Important : you must tum 
on the computer with the program disk already inserted any time you want to play the 
game.) If you have 2 disk drives, insert your PICTIJRE disk in drive #2 before turning 
on your computer. When the GEM screen appears, it contains an icon named Bard 
PRG. Double click on this icon to load the program. 

Game information and menus appear in the white requester in the upper right of the 
screen. To select from this screen, click on the option you want, or type the option's 
first letter. You make all game decisions (except direction of travel) from this box. 

Information about your characters appears in the cast list at the bottom of the screen. 
When the white requester asks you to select a character for any reason, move the 
pointec to the character's name and click, or type the number that corresponds to 
character's place in the marching order (1-6). 

Main Menu 
You only have access to the Main Menu while in the Adventurer's Guild. Your options 
are: 
Add a member - Adds members from other parties on your disk to the current party. 

You can also use it to recombine characters into entirely new parties. The 
requester that appears contains all the parties and characters saved to the disk; 
party names are preceded by an •. Click on the name of the party or character you 
want to use. 

Remove a member - Removes a member from your current party and saves that 
character to disk. 

Create a member - Creates a new character. The prompts that follow this command 
ask you for the new character's 1 • .!, class, and name (up to 14 characters). Answer 
the prompts either by clicking your selection or typing the selection number. If 
you are not satisfied with your character stats, feel free to "re-roll." 

Delete a member - Deletes a character from your party. Caution: when you use this 
command, the character disappears forever. 

Save Party - Saves the entire party to disk under a single party name. Party names 
are preGcded by an • on the disk menu. Caution : this docs not save character 
information, it only saves the party name. 

Leave Game - Exits the Bard's Tale. When you select this option, you're offered a 
"yes/no" choice before you actually leave the game. A "no" answer returns you to 
the Main Menu. A "yes" answer takes you to the GEM screen. 

Enter the City - Luves the Adventurer's Guild and starts play. 



Safety and Death 
Face it. The sort of streets where you run into wandering Kobolds, Werewolves and 
Ores are dang~rous . -- especially at night. Don't be shy about spending the night in 
the Adventurers Guild. When you leave the Guild, the clock: is always set ahead to the 
next morning. 

Moving About 
~en Y?° p~ace the pointer in the view window in the upper left of the screen, it turns 
mto a directional arrow. As you move the arrow, it point~ out the various directions 
~o~ can travel: ahead, around comers, into buildings, through doors . Click: to 
111d1cate that you want to go in the direction currently indicated by the arrow. You can 
also control your motion with the keyboard arrows. 

Viewing Characters 
To view a character, point to the name on the cast list and click:, or type the number 
that corresponds to the character's place in the marching order (1-6). Character 
information appears in the white requester, along with the options to Trade Gold Pool 
Go~d or Continue. The Continue command is followed by the equipment list.' from 
which ~ou can (1_)~ or CT?)rop items, or (E)quip the character by pressing the number 
of the Item or clicking on 11 and then selecting the desired option. 

Combat Commands 
During battle, your characters' actions and options appear in the white information 
requester. You can respond by clicking the option you want, or pressing: 
F to Fight 
R to Run 
P to start intra-Party combat at any time. 

A to Attack: monsters in the first two ranks, hand-to-hand. (Available to the first 
three party members.) 

D to Defend. This lessens the chance of damage from a monster in that round. 
U to Use a magical item. The character must be equipped with the item in advance. 
B to sing one of six Bard's tunes for one combat round. You can also press the 

function key thal corresponds to your Bard's character number. (Available only to 
Bards.) 

C to Cast a spell. Click: on the spellcaster's name, then select the spell code from the 
list that appears. You can also type the number that corresponds to the character's 
place in the marching order or you can press the function key that corresponds to 
your spellcaster's character number, then type the spell code and press Return. 
(Available to magic users only.) 

H to Hide in the shadows. (Available only to rogues.) 
> to speed up message scrolling rate 
< to slow down message scrolling rate 

Other Adventuring Commands 
The following commands are available while you're peacefully exploring the streets 
and dungeons of Sk:ara Brae: 
C to Cast a spell. Click: on the spellcaster's name, then select the spell code from the 

list that appears. You can also type the number that corresponds to the character's 
place in the marching order, or you can press the function key that corresponds to 
your spellcaster's character number, then type the spell code and press Return. 
(Available to magic users only.) 

P to start intra-party combat at any time. 
B to sing one of six Bard's tunes while travelling. You can also press the function 

key that corresponds to your Bard's character number. (Available only to Bards.) 
A to ascend up through a port.al. The party must have a levitation spell in operation. 

Works only in dungeons. 



D to go Down a portal. Works only in dungeons. 
? to learn the name of the street your party is on, and the time of day. 
N to establish a New marching order for your party. Click on the name of character 

you want to move. Click again on the position in the cast list you want the 
character to occupy. You can also type the number that corresponds to the 
character's p.lacc in the marching order and then the the position in the marching 
order you wish the character to occupy. All other characters will move up or down 
to accomodatc the new placement. 

T lo Pause and Resume the game. 
U to Use an equipped item. Some items, like torches, don't work until you activate 

them with this command; others run out of power after only one use. 
V to tum sound on or off. 

Using the Pull-Down Menus 
Y~u can access the pull-down menus by clicking once on the right mouse button. 
Chck once on a picture with the left mouse button to choose a command. Once 
chosen, the pull-down menu commands work like the keyboard menu commands. 

Creating and Saving Characters 
You can create characters and form parties only at the Adventurer's Guild. To create 
characters, form your own parties, remove characters, or rearrange their marching 
order, use the Main Menu commands described above. 

Programming: Mike Quarles 
lllustrations: Todd Camasta 
Music: Dave Warhol 
Data Compression: Jay Patel 
Additional Testing: Tom Norwood 

COMMAND • SUMMARY 

The Bards Tale IBM, Tandy and Compatibles 

Getting Started 
Never try to play The Bard's Tale using the master disks. Boot your computer with a 
PC-DOS disk (version 20 or later) and make copies of both your Program and Picture 
disks.(See your PC-DOS User's Manual for copy instructions). After you have copied both 
disks, put the master disks away. Do not write-protect your copy of the Program disk or 
you will not be able to set your screen configuration. 

Playing from Floppy Disk 
To load The Bard's Tale, insert the Program Disk in drive A and at the A prompt type bard 
<return>. The program will load automatically. 

Playing from a Hard Disk 
To install The Bard's Tale on your hard disk, place your Program disk in drive A and at the 
A prompt type a:install c: <return>, then follow the on-screen prompu. Your character disk 
will automatically be created in the bardtale subdirectory. If this is your first time booting 
Bard's Tale, type setup when prompted and choose a display mode (refer to Game 
Configuration below for details). To play The Bard's Tale, type the DOS command 
cdlbardtale <return> bard <return>. 

Making a Character Disk 
Before you start playing The Bard's Talc for the first time, you need to make a character 
disk. Prepare a blank formatted disk. If you have a two drive system place your blank disk 
in drive "B" and your Picture disk in drive A. At the A prompt type "copychar" <return> . If 
you have a, one drive system, at the A prompt insert your Picture disk in drive A and type 
"copychar" <return>. When instructed to do so, insert your blank formatted disk in the 
drive and follow the on-screen prompu. 



Note: . On a one-drive system you may be prompted to place your disk in drive B -- please 
u_s~ dnve A at that prompt throughout the character disk creation routine. When you have 
fllUshed, your new character disk will have a completely outfiued and ready-to-go band of 
adventurers named •ATEAM. To use the •AIBAM, select (A) dd a member from the Main 
Menu. 

Game Connguratlon 
The Bard's Talc can be played with the keyboard, mouse, or joystick. If you wish to use a 
mouse make sure that your mouse driver is loaded before loading The Bard's Tale (See the 
?1an~al '!1at came with your mouse for instructions). On a Tandy computer, to use the 
~oystJck 1l must be p_lugged into the right hand port. When you are ready to start play, 
msert the program duk and type "setup" <return> and you will be presented with the 
Display Config~rati°'.' menu .. Use this menu to specify the type of g,.aphic card and display 
your computer 11 equ 1pped w11Ji. The four choices are: 

1. Composite or TV monitor 
2. RGB monitor 
3. EGA monitor 
4. Tandy computer with RGB monitor 

Choose the appropriate monitor display by selecting #1-4. This docs not need to be done 
again unlc11 you change your system set-up. 
Note: If you have a Tandy with a composite monitor, try #4. If it doesn't work, try #1. 

Game Play 
When the game begins you'll find yourself at the Adventurer's Guild. Game information and 
menus appear in the white requester in the upper right of the screen. To select from this 
scr~'.1- click on th~ op~on you want, or type the option's first letter. You make all game 
dec1s1ons (except direction of travel) from this box. 

Information about your characters appears in the cast list at the bottom of the screen. 
When the white requester asks you to select a character for any reason, move the pointer to 
the character's name and click, or type the number that corresponds to the character's place 
in the marching order (1-6). 

Main Menu 
You only have access to the Main Menu while in the Adventurer'• Guild. Your optioru arc: 
Add a member - Adds members from other parties on your disk to the cunenl 

party. You can also use it to recombine characters into entirely new parties. 
The requester that appears contains all the parties and characters saved to the 
disk; party names are preceded by an • . Click on the name of the party or 
character you want to add or use the up/down arrow keys to highlight the name 
and press <return>. 

Remove a member - Removes a member from your cunent party and saves that 
character to disk. 

Create a member - Creates ~ new character. The prompts that follow this 
command ask you for the new character's race, class, and name (up to 14 
characters). Answer the prompts either by clicking your selection or typing the 
selection number. If you are not satisfied with your character's statistics, feel 
free to "re-roll." 

Delete a member - Deletes a character from your party. Caution: When you use 
this command, the character disappears forever. 

Save Party - Saves the entire party to disk under a single party name. Party 
names arc preceded by an • on the disk menu. Caution: This docs not save 
character information, it only saves the party name. 

Leave Game - Exits the Bard's Talc. When you select this option, you're offered a 
"yes/no" choice before you actually leave the game. A "no" answer returns you 
to the Main Menu. A "yes" answer takes you to the DOS screen. 

Enter lhe City - Leaves thC Adventurer's Guild and starts play. 

Safety and Death 
Face it The sort of streets where you run into wandering Kobolds, Werewolves and Ores 
are dangerous -- especially at night. Don't be shy about spending the night in the 
Adventurer's Guild. When you leave the Guild, the clock is always set ahead to the next 
morning. 

Moving About 
When you place the pointer in the view window in the upper left of the screen, it turns into 
a directional arrow. As you move the arrow, it points out the various directions you can 



travel: ahead, around corners, into buildings, through doors. Click to indicate that you 
wan.t to go in the direction currently indicated by the arrow. You can also control your 
motion with the keyboard arrows. 

Viewing Characters 
To view a character, point to the name on the cast list and click, or type the number that 
correspo~ds to the .character's place in the marching order (1-6). Character information 
appe~s m the whn.e requester, along with the options to Trade Gold, Pool Gold or 
Continue. The Co~tmue command is followed by the equipment list, from which you can 
Cl}ra_de or <.D)rop items, or (E)quip the character by pressing the number of the item or 
clicking on 1t and then selecting the desired option. 

Combat Commands 
During battle, your characters' actions and options appear in the white 
request~. You can respond by clicking the option you want, or pressing: 
F to Fight 
R to Run 

information 

P to start intra-Party combat ar any time. 

A to Attack monsters in the first two ranks, hand-to-hand. (Available to the first 
three party members.) 

D to Defend This lessens the chance of damage from a monster in that round 
U to ~se a magic~ item. The character must be equipped with the item in adv-ance. 
B to sing one of 11x Bard's tunes. (Available only to Bards.) 
C lo Cast a spell. Click on the spell code from the list that appears . You can also 

type tyJ:>C the spell code and press Return. (Available to magic users only.) 
H to Hide m the shadows. (Available only to rogues.) 
> to speed up message scrolling rate 
< to slow down message scrolling rate 

Other Adventuring Commands 
The following commands are available 
Skara Brae: 

while you're peacefully exploring the streets of 

c to Ca~t a spell. Click on the spellcaster's name, then select the spell code from 
the lut that appears . You can also type the number that corresponds to the 

character's place in the marching order, or you, can pre11 the function key that 
corresponds to your spellcaster'1 character number, then type the spell code and 
preu Return. (Available to magic users only.) 

P to start intra-party combat at any time_ 
B to sing one of six Bard's tunes while travelling. You can allo pre11 the function 

key that corresponds to your Bard's character number. (Available only to 
Bards.) 

A to ascend up through a portal. The pany must have a levitation spell in 
operation. Works only in dungeons. 

D to go Down a porul. Work• only in dungeons. 
? to learn the name of the street your party ia on, 111d the time of day. 
N to establish a New marching order for your party. Click on the name of character 

you want to move. Click again on the position in the cast list you want the 
character to occupy. You can also type the number that corresponds to the 
character'• place in ihe marching order and then the position in the marching 
order you wish the character to occupy. All other characters will move up or 
down to accomodate the new placemenL 

T to Pause and Resume the game. 
U to Use an item. Some items, like torches, don't work until you activate them 

with this command; others run out of power after only one use. 
V to tum sound on or off. 
Spacebar You can speed up 

first part of a menage. 
appear. 

a message display by preuing the 1pacebar after the 
The next message or window display will promptly 

Creating and Saving Characters 
You can create characters and form parties only at the Adventurer'• Guild. To create 
characters, form your own parties, remove characters, or rearrange their marching order, use 
the Main Menu commands described above. 

Programming: Troy Worrell 
Illustrations: Todd Camuta 

Music: Dave Warhol 
Data Compre11ion: Jay Patel 



THE BARD'S TALE™ 

HOW TO START 
1. Before you begin playing , you need to create your own Character disk-a disk 
th.e computer ea~ write to as you play, to keep track of your fortunes and 
misfortunes. Here s how to make a Character disk which contains a completely 
outfitted and ready-to-go band of adventurers named • ATEAM . Get a blank disk 
or one which contains information you no longer need. Use your DOS 3.3 disk to 
start your computer, then create a Character disk by using your DOS copy 
program to make a .copy of the back side of the Bard's Tale Boot disk. (Refer to 
your DOS manual if you need help with this step. For information about the 
"Make" command in the Bard's Tale Uti lity menu , see "Utilities Menu" inside.) 

~ · Now restart your computer using Side 1 of the Bard's Tale Boot Disk. When the 
title screen appears, you. may press Return at any time to begin the game. When 
~he prompt ~ppears asking for your Character disk, remove the Boot Disk and 
insert the disk you made in step 1, then press any key. (APPLE lie AND llc 
OWNERS, BE SURE YOUR CAPS LOCK KEY IS DEPRESSED.) 

3. The Utilit ies menu wh ich appears contains 4 choices. To enter the 
~dventu.rer's Guild so you can start playing , just press S for S(tart) game. For 
information about ~he other 3 choices (including the option that lets you transfer in 
characters from Wizardry™ and Ultima Ill••), see "Utilities Menu" inside. 

4. The Character disk you made in step 1 already contains a good beginn ing 
party of adventurers who are equipped and ready to go. To use them , just type A 
to A(dd). a charac~er, and then type *ATEAM to load the entire party . You can 
then E(x1t) the Guild and enter the town of Skara Brae by typing .E . To learn how 
to create yo~r own characters , form your own parties , remove characters or 
r~arrange t~e1r order, see the inside of this card . HINT: The first dungeon is the 
wine cellar in the only tavern in town which serves wine. It's on Rakhir street. 

-<:ontinued inside-

SAFETY AND DEATH 
Face it. The sort of streets where you run into wandering Kobolds, Werewolves 
and Ores are dangerous. And the streets of Skara Brae are especially dangerous 
at night. Beginning parties should not be shy about spending the night in the 
Adventurer's Guild. Leaving the Adventurer's Guild always sets the clock ahead 
to the next morning. Also, don't despair if you lose a favorite •ATEAM member. 
First delete him from your Character disk (with the Delete command available in 
the Disk menu in the Adventurer's Guild). Then use the Copy characters 
command ih the Utilities menu (described inside) to copy the original from the 
back of the Boot disk or the most recently saved version from a backup of your 
Character disk. Finally , add him to your party. 

Lor .B.e.1.u.m-move forward. 
K-kick a door open. 

MOVING ABOUT 
J_or left arrow-turn left . 
1._or right arrow-turn right 

VIEWING CHARACTERS 
Press the number (1.:.§) of the character whose statistics you want to view. In the 
sub menu , Press: 
.E to E(quip) a character with an item. You will be prompted for the item number 
(1-8). Press 0 to unequip all of a character's items. 
Lto T(rade) an item. Type the item number at the prompt. To trade gold, type G. 
Then type the number of the character you want to give the item to. 
.O. to D(rop) an item. Type the item number at the prompt. 
e. to P(ool) all gold. This gives all the party's gold to the character being viewed. 
Press the Spacebar to leave the View Character mode. 

IF YOU HAVE TWO DISK DRIVES 
From time to time as you play, you will be prompted to put a Character disk or a 
Dungeon disk in the drive. If you want to play with the character disk in drive 2 
and the Dungeon disk in drive 1, type a 2 after inserting the Character disk when 
first prompted to do so. You can then play the game without doing any disk 
swapping . 



COMBAT COMMANDS 
If m?nsters attack, press E1o F(ight) or B.Jo R(un). (Note, you don't always get to 
run Just .because ~ou want to.) Or you can press f. for P(arty attack) at any time to 
voluntarily enter intra-party combat. In combat, press: 
A.to A(ttack) monsters in the first 2 ranks, hand-to-hand. Available only to the first 
3 party members. 
12..to D(efend). This lessens the chance of damage from a monster in that round 
~to U(se) a magical item. The character must have been equipped with the it~m 
in advance. 

.El.to sing one of the 6 B(ard's) tunes for one combat round. Available only to 
Bards. 

~to .c(ast) a spell. Type in the code letters for the spell at the prompt. Available to 
magic users only. 
H to H(ide) in the shadows. Available only to rogues. 
Left ~rrow and right arrow to speed up or slow down the combat message 
scrolling rate. 

OTHER ADVENTURING COMMANDS 
~ to C(ast) a s~ell when not in combat. At the prompt, type the number of the 
character.who will cast the spell, then type the code letters for the spell. 
f. to st.art intra-party combat at any time with a P(arty attack). 
1i to sing one of the 6 B(ard's) tunes while wandering. Available only to Bards. 
.E to go up a portal. The party must have a levitation spell in operation. Works in 
dungeons only. 
.12. to go down a portal. Works in dungeons only. 
1...to learn th~ name of the street your party is on, and the time of day. 
ff to establish a N(ew order) for the party members. At the prompt type the 
numbers of the members in the order you want them to march. ' 
.U .. ..to U(se/ an item. Some items, like torches, must be activated with this 
command 1n o~der to "."erk. Type the character number who has the item at the 
promp!, then pick the item (by typing its number) from the list which will appear. 
Some items run out of power after only one use. 
Y-.to turn sound on/off. 
lli to pause/resume the game. 

HOW TO FORM PARTIES AND CREATE NEW CHARACTERS 
Characters can be created and parties formed only in the Adventurer's Guild. 
When you're ready to leave the Guild, type .E for E(xit) . Here are the other 
commands available to you there. Press: 
.C. to C(heck) the roster of characters and party names contained on the 
Character disk. Party names are indicated with an •. The characters which belong 
to a party may be anywhere in the list. 
A to load a party or A(dd) a character to an already loaded party. Type either a 
character name or a party name at the prompt. Party names must begin with an • 
(e .g., •ATEAM). A party can contain up to 6 adventurers and must contain at least 
one adventurer to use the E(xit) command. 
B. to R(emove) a character from a party. This saves all current character status 
information to disk. 
li to establish a N(ew) marching order for a party. 
12. to bring up a set of additional D(isk) options so you can create a new 
character, save a party name, delete a character from the disk or leave the game, 
saving all current character status to disk. 

After pressing .12 to bring up the disk options, press: 
~ to C(reate) a new character. Select the race and class for the character as 
prompted, then type in a character name of up to 15 letters and spaces. Press 
Return to enter the name. A disk will hold up to 30 characters . 
S. to S(ave) a party name. IMPORTANT. This command does not save the 
characters themselves. It only saves a roster of the currently loaded characters 
under the name you type in . When you use this command, the program will 
automatically add an asterisk to the name to mark it as the name of a party. You 
must type that asterisk first when you want to load the party again. 
12. to D(elete) a character from a character disk to make room for another 
character. 
L to L(eave) the game, saving all current character status information to disk. 
.E to E(xit) the disk options menu and return to the Guild. 



UTILITIES MENU 
To produce this menu, start your system with the Bard's Tale Boot Disk and insert 
a Character disk when prompted to do so. When the menu apptlars, press: 
S to S(tart) playing the game. 
.C. to C(opy) characters from one character disk to another. Just follow the 
prompts as they appear. This disk you are copying from is the source disk, the 
one you are copying to is the target disk. 
M to M(ake) ·a new Character disk. The disk you plan to use for your new 
Character disk must have been formatted with DOS before you use this 
command. This command does not put any characters on the disk. It simply 
prepares the disk for a new game of the Bard's Tale, i.e., it places all objects 
where they belong at the start of a game, etc. 
I to T(ransfer) characters to a Character disk from a Wizardry character backup 
Qis!s or an Ultima Ill player disk At the prompt type Yi. for Wizardry or .U...for Ultima 
Ill. If you are transfering characters with a Wizardry character backup disk, type 1 
for Wizardry I and II characters and 2 for Wizardry Ill characters. Follow the 
prompts as they appear. NOTE: Character data will not be changed in any way 
on your Wizardry or Ultima Ill disks. Just to be safe, though, you may wish to 
write-protect those disks before using the Transfer command. 

MANUAL ADDENDA 
On page 21, item number 3, what's said about intelligence and spell points is true 
as far as it goes: the higher the intelligence of your magic user, the faster the rate 
of increase in spell points through experience. But the beginning number of spell 
points is randomly bestowed at creation. 
On Page 21, item number 2, the manual uses the words "save" and "exit" in 
connection with "game." They were meant there as common verbs rather than as 
command names. The Save command in the Adventurer's Guild Disk menu does 
only one thing : it saves a roster of the currently loaded characters under a party 
name. To write the current status of a single character to disk, use the Remove 
command to remove him from the party. To write the current status of all loaded 
characters to disk, use the Leave game command in the main Adventurer's Guild 
menu. If you turn off the power without using the Leave command, .all currently 
loaded characters will lose .all their gold, regardless of when they acquired it. 

THE BARD'S TALE .. 

R uett· T1tt. &mi's T.U i1f oru of lM Most 9t1phia.ticaJU S-"'t!S •ocil.dh for )OM' AoPJ'lt llGS. Wt -1: tls.t yo11 kb .atN .""' to 
A Special eq . t. -' tJt.t. 'rutr11ctiort11 tJiorowgJsly befor~ '''"""' any PW1ll procr,urc, .,., 4.oMbk-dt«k to llld:t nn: yro11 rt w11ng IM 
~~':;" :u7.~"'u!'

0

:~1t.i ~"'' · ~ .. pleat ."'"'' rt.NIOH tM g•Mt '~ 4wri"g play wnlul yow'rc iNtnu:lt.' to; yo11r COMpwtn nury rracl 
•lnotgdy. Wt hopt )OM mjoy yowr IOJOWrN '" Sbr. B'fW:I 

Gritlng Suited 
Your &r4 '.s T.k disk ls oopy-protected: you cannot make backup or working copies. Be sure lo alw1y. keep th? disk wri~protected. To do 
thla, move the tab in the comer of your d!M. 80 the hole 19 opai. 

UGS hook the dis.k. drl.w. you plan to UM. U you use more than one drlvt!, atring them in a 
O.,k Orin• - Before you tum on your Apple • ~ , __ _.. t the MCOnd drive to the flnt one. H you plan to transfer charaden 
·c:haln·· that i. connect the lint 3 1n· drive to your mmpu-, llUlQ connec ller cud 
&om ."nother Apple n fantuy game, .dd • 5 114· floppy diak drive •t the end oi your chain of drtva (or, lf you Nve. C'Ontro • connect 
lhe cud to tlot 6 .net hook the drive dlNcdy up to the cud). 

• lhe drl tum on the ''"''pu'"'· Belo"' you begin playing n.. s,.,, .. T.U, make sure your Control C.on~ ~a:~~ ;:;:.:-:e ~~ duringv: gone. p,.., ControlJOpen A.pplel&caJN to enter Oak A.a:euories . Now select Co~trol 
::::'1 then Slob YS.. the Startup Slot to 5, .net Slot 5 to Smart Port. The computer automatically ualgN the lint drt.;,: to tlotdS,dd;"• 11 
(from' here on, ~e'll c•ll tht. your ,m,,..ry 'riw.). If you'ra chaWng a MCOnd 3 1 ~r drive from the flnt one, 11«on r ve • 
•utomatlcalJy asalgned to &lot 5, ddn 2 (which we1J be referring to u your~ iiMN). 

ou've hooked u a 51/t• flo PY dbk drive, the drive ia •uto1Ntk.11.lly aaal.gned to •lot 6, drl•• t . If the 5 ttt• drive ii part of• chain 
!~ected to your c!'ru, set alot 6~o Diik Port; 1f the51/t• drivet. hooked dinictly to a rontn>Uer card, Mt aJot6 to Yow Card. 

Mak•• Chu-=tn Disk_ Belo~ you play TM .s.N't T.J.~ for the fin:t time, you n.d to make• chanc:ter d~) wNch llO Hore your games. 
Be at.U"e you have a blank, fOrtNtted dJak on hand '19« to your ProlX)S manual to 8.nd out how to fonNt • · 

i,,..i your Apple IIGS Syo- Diak: 
• To lo.d froa.'t the Program Launcher, doubl.d.ick a.ic.Sya-.. on the Main Menu. 

To &olld from the dmktop, dick the S71'1nn DJ1k Icon, then double-dick the Buk.Sy1tnn folder. 

Wheli the drive ato 1 lnn1.n remove the Syst.m [)ill and repl•ce it with the .,,., Talc program disk: Type nan snake.playu, pres.s 
lletvm, and follow~~ prompt.. Whal the new character dlJk Is done, replace it with the Bar'• T..U program dis~, and press 
IW!um. The game loads aulomadealJy. 

to.d U.. Cllll'I• _ U our computer 11 on, and you've .a.dy IN<ie your chu1ctll!r dl.k, put '[ouz program disk ln your primary drive. Press 
ControV Open Appi: /Ra•! llllnul-uoly lo nboot your compu..,. lf you have two 31/2 c1r1-, put the chanctor dlok In thll t«0ndary 
drive. 

n.. IJaN' T.U t d U by llllnply putting the p!Ognm dU.k In lhe primary drive ond turning on 
, U your computs Is off, you canbu ~tt hen ~title•:::;• ap..!..n._ From the Tra111fer Screen; dkk: Start Sard•a Tale GS (or press Son the 

the oomputer. Click the tnOUR 01'1 w r- - the d • G Ud in Skar Brae. 
keyboard), and follow the ta'9ell prompts - in a moment, you 1J find younelf at A ve!lturer • u • 

pletel tfltted. and ready to-go band of .dventunn named •ATEAM. In addition, you can 
Your Bard's Tale character db:k cothentchains • co~•-L Ty ou the •ATEAM • (A)dd a memb.-r &om the Main Menu. The list that appears 
a..te and atore other partia on uacter Ulaa. o uae , Ma M 
thoww all part!• and chllnc- timed on the dllk. Oldr. on •ATEAM. WI.... the party U. loaded, the In enu ,_PP""'"· 



Tranafnring 0...raden from Apple ll Gamu 
Conned a S 1/4• diU drive to your •)"Item. and let the Ccwltrol Panel according to the inatructiona under Cctting Stanad (above). Load T1u 
.,,., T.U. Wl'8'\ the title KNml appmn, pt'l!IN Return: the next tcreen you aee la the Transfl!!I' Screen. Type one of the foUowlng letten.: 

9 to lood charad .. from /Jor''• T.U I 
W to IN<! characi-. from l\fur'ry I/II 
L to lood chancWw from t.,..y of Uyll""'Y" 
u tolN<l~&omw,;-m 
S to SWt playing Batd'o Tale GS 

Piii the 51/4" d\ancl• dlolr. In the Ooppy dlok drive. and yours.,,., Tai•/ Apple DGS character disk In a 3 1/2 ·drive. To indicate the 
eowa: d1ak that tN chuactss are coming &om.. doubl..dkk alot 6, drive t on the menu ln the white window. When the window asks for the 
dealinltton dlak, douw.dlck the alot numbs that a>nwponda to the drive your new charads disk la In (olot 5, drlH 1 lor the primary drive; 
O< olot 5, driH 2 for the _,,ndary dri""-) 

1ht menu liata all the Apple U game d\anu:t•• that .,.,., T.U/ Apple UGS can tra.Nf« to la own character disk. Select each character you 
want to tranelo<, and doubl~ or prwa R.tum. Pr-. the ESC koy or click ESC orecre.t to cocnpl•• the tnnafer, then prwa S to begin the - DurlngPlay 
S..anl conv .. tloaa apply throughout the game 

Game lnlonnatton and ...., ... appear In the whilo window in the uppar right ol the acr-. To aolect from thla acr..,, clldt on the option you 
wan~ or type the llnt - · You make all g...,. dedalona - exapt dlnlctlon ol travel - &om thla box. 

lnlonnadon about your chuactss ap,,_,.. iJ'I thl CMt 11.a at the bottom of the~- When the program uka you to aeled a character for any 
reuon. move the po(nt• to tht chuac.t..'• nan. and cilck- or type the chandler'• nlllnbi.r 1n the m.uching order. 

MAln Menu 
You only have aa:ms to tht Main M.nu whlleyou'n .b'l the AdYWttw•"• Guild. Owoee optlona by dkking on the command you want, or prea: 

CA)dd a Mftllber from ott.. put69 c.-. your dJM: to the C\U'T8\t puty. You can also UM th1I corru:nand to rwo:xnbtne chancten into entirely new 
put!•. The window ahows oil the i-Jt1oa and characws aawd to the disk; party nama are preceded by an•. Cllclr. on the name of the 
puty or c.harac:W you want to Mid. 

(ll)o-ft.U ..... t..nfromyourcunwttporty and aaveU-.todlolr.. 
(C)nolo a_,,,.__ A - of prompts ub you for the,_ charader'• ratt, clasa, and name (up to IS charaders). R•pond by clicking your 

ool.ection or typing the aeloctlon nwrber. 
(l))el ... a •-bor &om your party. C...no.. whon you uae thla command, the charadw dloappoon f...-1 
(S)H• the party f'Olll• to d1&k und« a single party name. Party Ntnm an preca::la::I by an •on the disk menu. Wunin1: nu. doe. not aave the 

c.ha.ract... th.nMlva; UM the t-ve Game· or it.now Ma:nbw optiona to u.ve the chancten and their 1tahu to d•k. 
(L)uff C...e. Exits TM S.N'• T.k and MVW the 1tatu1 of your chanc:WI on diak. Before you actually 1-ve the game, a prompt off en IO 

Ntum you to the ProDQ; Ml«tor program. U you want to f'eo-411\llW the same. p.-.. F.SC. To uw your characten and L.ve the game. prees 
R.<tum. To quit 71w -·, T.U without aavlng your charad .. , almply .-.ove the game dllka and tum olJ the computw. 

(E)ntor the Cl!J. Lave the Ad..,turer'• Guild and •tart explaringl 

Safety and Death 
F.ce It. TI.e aort of 1treltl where you run into wandering Kobold1, Werewolves and Ora a.re danprou• - •pa:Lally at night. Don't be shy 
about apeindlng the night In the Ad...,turer'a Gulld. Whm you leove the Guild, the cloc.lr.11 always set ahead lo the next cnorning. 

Moving About 
When you put the polnter ln the view window ln the upper left of the ICl"8B\, it tu.ml into• dlrecdonal arrow. M you mow the anow, It 
points out the varioUI d..lnctiona you an travel: an.et, around comert, into building•, through doon. Clkk when you want to go ln the 
lndk:at.S direction. You CU\ also cootrol your motioo with the keyboard arrows. 

A no• about Garth'• EquJprnient Shopp« Whm you Yi.w Garth's bwattory lilt, aome lteml appmr in grem,; othen appear tn black. You can 
buy any ltom on the U.t, but the <Wftlltly Mloct.d chal'Ktor can only - the black 1-.0. (Soled •"""- charader, and - how the llat 
changa.) 

Viewing Charaden 
To vtew a ch.vacter polnt IO the n.urw: oo the CMt Utt and cllck. or type the characts'• nul!Oer in the march1ng order. Char8cta' information 
appean in the whit~ window, along with the optklrla to Trwle Gold, Pool Gold or Conttnue - and the oqwpcnent llat, from which you can 
(Tirade or (l))rop 1 ..... , 0< (E)qulp the chara-. Pr-. T, D, 0< E, or click on the delllred optton. 

Combat Commando 
During battle, your charad.,' adlona and optlona appear in the white window. R•pond by clicking the optton you wan~« l"9" 

F to Fight 
I to Run. (Vou won't always be able to pull th1I off!) 

~ : ~':ci, in::.-;: :':!:~1~0~, hand-1<>-hand. (AvaUablo IO the flnl thrw party memben) 
D IO Demd. Thla loaaona the chance ol demage fro"' • monaler in that round. 
U IO Uee a magical Item. The chan- ... 1111 be oqwpped with tho !loin in advanoe. 
I I011ng oneol llx Bard's tunes for one coamt round. You can allo pre. your Bard's dwacWnumbm'. (Availaba.only to Barda) , 
c IO Cast a spell Click on the spellcoaler'• nuno, then Mied a spell cla• and spell &om the llats that •P1'4'r. Or, type the spellcaster • 

number In the marching order, and then the low-I- opellcode. Spellcod• an u...d in the manual 
(A vallable only to magic ....,.) 

H IO Hide in the shadows (Avallablo only to "'I!"•) 
Laft Anow to opem up ..-ge oaolllng n• 
aight Ano• to Mow down ~r aaoWng ra• 

Olher Advenlurlng Commancla 
The following comm.an.di are avallabLe whill: you're pmcefully ecpk>ring the 1treea of Sbn BcM. Okk the option you want, or pna: 

c IO Cut a spell Click on the spellcoater'a nacna, then Nied a spell cla• end spell lro"' the llats that •1'1'4"· Or, type the spellculer's 
numbs In the marchlng ord«, and then the lour-letter spellcode. Spellcod• are u...d in the manual. 
(Avallable only to magic UMn) 

P IO start intn-Party combat •I any time 
9 IO a1ng one of sJx 9ard '• 11Jna while travellng. You can also pr.- your bard's character number. (Avallable only lo Bards) 
E IO Et.vate up a portal The party mual have• levtlatton spell in operation. Worka only in dungeona. 
D to go Down a por1al. Wori<a Ollly In dunpona. 
7 IO loom the name ol the - your party la on, and the lime ol day. 
N to~• New auud>lng order lor your party. Ranange characUn by typing lholr old nwnb.. in the new marching order, or click on 

a character'• name and drag him to h1a new poaltion on the l.isl All other characten wW move up or down to accomodate the new 

placsnent. 

~c: J:.': ~:i,::;:::: :.::..~n't worlr. until you activate than with thla command; oth-.""' out of pow. after only one use. 
V to 1\1111 aound on« off. (l)oa not work whon you're In the Guild.) 





NOTICE 

ELECTRONIC ARTS RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MAKE IMPROVEMENTS IN THE 
PRODUCT DESCRIBED IN THIS MANUAL AT ANY TIME AND WITHOUT NOTICE. 

THIS MANUAL IS COPYRIGHTED. ALL RIGHTS ARE RESERVED. NO PART OF THIS 
MANUAL MAY BE COPIED. REPRODUCED . TRANSLATED OR REDUCED TO ANY 
ELECTRONIC MEDIUM OR MACHINE READABLE FORM WITHOUT THE PRIOR WRITTEN 
CONSENT OF ELECTRONIC ARTS. 2755 CAMPUS DRIVE. SAN MA TEO, CALIFORNIA 
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THIS MANUAL, ITS QUALITY, PERFORMANCE, MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR 
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