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NO WAY AROUND IT...
GUESS T/LL JUST
HAVE TO TRY SGULPZ

W UW-OH, HOW DO T
| TALK MY WAY oUT
\ "OF 74/ ONE?

WE'VE HAP LOTS OF DEBATES IN
THE LETTER COLUMN OVER
WHETHER WE SHOULP USE
YINVENTORY” STORIES THAT WEREN'T

--S0 OKAY, T APMIT IT
THIS ISSUE'S X-MEN JOB
WAS DONE AS PART OF

BUT OUR READERS KEEP
CLAMORING FOR X-MEN
STORIES, SO WHEN I SAW
THIS ONE LANGUISHING

MARVEL'S “QUESTPROBE”,
SERIES.

ORIGINALLY PONE FOR FANFARE--

IN THE FILES...

T MEAN ... CLAREMONT, BRIGMAN,

AND AUSTIN... C’MON, WHAT WOULD
You HAVE DONE7 74 KNOW MOST
OF YOU WILL JUDGE ITON ITS
OWN MERITS -~

BUT 60 AHEAD, I'M
REAPY FOR YOU--

--BUT A FEW OF YOU ARE
GONNA ALUTOMATICALLY SUB.T ECT
ME TO SLINGS ANDP ARROWS O

OUTRAGEP LETTERS OF C’OMMENT/
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B's e sesT
OF TIMES.

- /
’) A LOVELY DAY, A
C e PEACEFUL SETTING-- b
-5 \» l

()

--FAR REMOVED, IN
SPIRIT AS WELL AS D/s-
TANCE FROM THE MADCAR
DEADLY HURLY-BURLY
THAT IS THE NORMAL
LIFE OF THE YNCANNY

THIS VACATION /5 LONG OVERDUE ANC WELL-EARNED,
PAID FOR W/ITH THE MOST PRECIOUS AND BAS/IC OF
CLURRENCY-- SWEAT AND BLOOD. THEY KNOW, FROM
CRIM EXPERIENCE, THAT IT WILL PROBABLY BE ONMLY A
BRIEF RESPITE, ANO THEREFORE MEAN 7O MAKE THE
MOST OF EVER)Y GLORIOULS MINUTE.

CHRIS TJUNE TERRY RICK GLYNIS AL ITM
CLAREMONT * BRIEMAN * AUSTIN * PARKER * OLIVER *MILEROM *SHOOTER
WRITER PENCILER INKER LETTERER COLORIST EDITOR  EDITOR INCHIEF
SPECIAL THANKS TO

"QUESTPROBE “ EDITOR BOB BUPIANSKY



THE [SLAND-- NESTLED IN THE HEART OF
THE INFAMOUS BERMLIDA TRIANGLE ~-IS
UNLISTED ON ANY CHART, IT5 PRESENCE

MASKED FROM FRYING EYES BOTHBY ITS

OWN ELORITCH NATURE AND AN ARRAY
OF SOPHISTICATED ELECTRONIC DEFENSES, % me
C\__m:__:’_ )’( V*\::_\'&__— - ———
=z = === = et - .
/
| A
Y

THE ARCH=-VILLAIN HAS BECOME A HERO, AND H/S BIT TEREST FOES, THE X-MEN
-~ WHO DEFEATEDL HIM THAT DAY-=ARE NOW, IF NOT QUITE HIS FRIENDS, THEN

AT LEAST HIS ALLIES.

PIOTR ///KOUEV/% D APPRECIATE COLOSSUS S
IF IT ISN'T TOO MUCH HELP WITH THIS CRATE.
TROUBLE.-.

A PLEASURE,
TOVAR/SEH
MAGNE TO.

oHOZ ASHAMED \
TO CARE FOR A ‘
YHUMAN, 7 0 CHAMPION
OF MUTANTKIND,
SELF-STYLED SAVIOR
OF YOUR PEOPLES




/7 /5 OLOER THAN HUMAN CVILIZATION -
/ PERHAPS EVEN THAN THE RACE (TSELF-~ N
AND FOR UNCOUNTED EONS, LAY ABAN~  |————"—
s DONED, DESOLATE, FORGOTTEN ON THE
SN L FLOOR OF THE ATLANTYC.
——

e UNTIL MAGNETO, MUTANT MASTER OF
MAGNETISM, RAISED IT TO THE SURFACE,
TO SERVE AS HIS BASE OF OPERATIONS FOR
—— -==""| AN ATTEMPTED CONQUEST OF THE EARTH. |—
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A LOT HAS
CHANGED
SINCE THEN.

), o8
SIS
MDA,

UNNERVED TO ¥ [T'S BEEN SO LONG, ¥ ... A SECOND
A THOUGHT TRANS- CARE ATALL,IN  ALEYTYS. I NEVER TIME.
FORMS THE YOUNG THIS WAY, FOR A THOUGHT TO BE SO
RUSSIAN'S BooY [\ ANYONE. BLESSED...
From FLesHAne | o N 3
oIl BLoop TO suPER- {7
i | sTRONG oReanmc || [ 1 unoersTAND. WE ALL HAVE
o || S7EEL,avo oFF | ¢| | SHADOWS ON OUR SOULS -~
HE GOES.... {| |Liosses THaT, AT THE TIME,

SEEMED TOO TERRIBLE TO
BEAR, THAT WE THOUGHT
WOLULD SCAR AND TAINT

Us FOREVER--

-- BUT THOSE DAYS ARE PAST,
MY LOVE. YOU HAVE A NEW
LIFE--BETTER, NOBLER
RESPONSIBILITIES -~ AS
THE HEADMASTER OF
FPROFESSOR XAVIER'S
SCHOK FOR G/IFTEDP
YOUNGSTERS.

e

SHADOWS, ONLY
LIGHT.

A LOVELY PREAM. TIME WILL TELL WHETHER
OR NOT (T BECOMES REALITY.
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AIN'T POLITE TO
STARE, PRYDE.

.IF L
= ( SETOFFA
CANNON/

7

GIMME A BREAK,
WOLVERINE. /48

I MEAN, REALLY / ADULTS ARE
UPPOSED TO
SET AN

EXAMPLE/

AND
WHAT CAPTAIN

FORRESTER
SEes IN

L4
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\
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7
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NO
ACCOUNTING
FOR TASTE,

KITTY PRYDE'S
CODENAME 15 SHADOWCAT
AND HER MUTANT POWER
ENABLES HER TO PHASE
THROUGH SOLID OBJECTS.

=

THE IDEA, HERE, IS TO CATCH HER FELLOW
X~-MAN, WOLVER/NE, BY SURPR/SE.

T WOULON'T TRY ANYTHING
I'D REGRET, PUN'KIN.

THINK

3T\ SNEAKIER.

CONSIDER IT A
CHALLENGE-

BY THE WAY, SINCE YOU LOST, You
OWE ME A CASE OF BROWN'S,

WHAT'S THE
MATTER, KID 7

you coLp ?

IT'S THIS
ISLAND. I WISH WE
WERE THROUGH PACKING
MAGNETO'S GEAR AND
ON OUR WAY HOME.




CHILD.

NO ARGUMENT THERE.

\' T THOUGHT ‘h
NOTHIN@ FA?EO

l5 NEVER SCARED

HANGIN' AROLIND THIS ROCK'S LIKE seuTI
ON NIGHT PATROL , YOU'RE ALWAYS ON
EDGE, EXPECTING AN ATTACK, YOU
CAN'T SEE ‘EM, BUT YOU KNOW THE
ENEMY'S OUT THERE, WATCHING..

[ WAITING FOR You TO
DROP YOUR GUARD. _,

THE CLAWS ARE
APAMANTIUM .
THEY CANCUT
THROUGH ANY~

MAKING THEM VIRTUALLY
UNBREAKABLE.

AS A WARR/OR, HE
HAS NO EQUAL..

WHICH MAKES HIS
CONFESSED APPRE -
HENSION ALL THE
MORE UNNERVING.,

L

MY APOLOGIES, KITTEN.

1,TOO, DISLIKE ~-
DISTRUST--THIS PLACE,
AND WILL BE GLAD TO
BE QUIT OF IT-

g...
‘ %l N Erl‘;/lé

/\/\

HORRIBLE CREATURES
INHABITED THE CITADEL
AND COMMITTED SUCH
UNSPEAKABLE ATROCITIES
THAT THE VERY STONES
RADIATE A PRIMAL MAL- ,..% \ \

EVOLENCE WHICH NEIT:‘-{ER

TIME NOR EFFORT CA \
EVER EXORCIZE. 3’ -

—

MAGNETO sHOULD
HAVE LEFT WELL
ENOUGH ALONE,
AND THIS ISLAND
TO \TS GRAVE.

o
f o
£ -n":p/
E D
THOSE ANCIENTS
WERE WEIRD, ALL
RIGHT, BUT THEY
WERE NO DUMMIES.
I'VE BEEN EXAMINING
THE STATUES--THEY'RE
NOT STONE! IT'S some

FORM OF CRYSTALLINE
CIRCUITRY MATRIX.

THeY RE sEVICES., AN
e

T
0w




=7 OH CRUMBS-- V “ PROFESS0R MAGNETO'S SCHOOL ..." WHO'D'A
THE LOVEBIRDS ~ THUNK IT 2 I SURE HOPE PROFESSOR XAVIER
| ARE AT ITAGAIN. KNEW WHAT HE WAS DOING, TURNING THE
| : SCHOOL OVER TO HIM.,

IT WASN'T ALL THAT
LONG AGO, STORM , THAT HE P
NEARLY KILLED BOTH YOU AND ME--
ON THIS VERY ISLAND!

ENERGY FLASH-~
WHERE'D 7447
COME FROM 7

THEY'RE
ALIVEYS

AND
[] \ ATTACKINGZ

(2 ¢




WOLVERINE-- 8!

INSTEAP, WE GOTTA
({ TAKE CARE OF BUSINESS...

... WOULD BLAST ALL
THESE BOZOS TO

r<- OLVERINE --
STt M‘ 2{46 suee
: | TURNED TO

ONLY LOOKS Y SHE'S PETRIFIED. A LIVING
THAT WAY. . STASIS-- SUSPENDED ANIMATION

%"‘:}\H L))

TO PROTECT
THE CITADEL .

WITH CONSUMMATE
EASE, MAGNETO’S'
POWER LIFTS TWO
MASSIVE GENERA-
TORS...

T'LL WAGER AN LUNCHARACTER- Y --UNLESS...

THESE ARE ISTICALLY HUMANE THE MASTERS

GUAROIAN MEANS OF DOING , OF THIS PLACE

LINITS, INTENDED s0-- HAD A ReAsoN | | THEM ToucH
FOR TAKING you, X- MEN.

THEIR FOES
OR YOU'LL BE

FROZEN LIKE




EASIER SAID THAN
OONE, CHUM.

SUCKERS ARE POPPIN'
L UP LIKE MAGGOTS.

MY PHASING POWER DISRUPTS ELECTRONIC
CIRCUITRY. |IF I CUT THROUGH A STATUE,
MAYBE I CAN--

THE STATUE
ISN'T
AFFECTED- -

WHY DID THE STATUES
SUDDENLY COME TO LIFE 7/
WHY DO THEY ATTACK

WORRY ABOUT
THAT LATER! FIRST,
PULL KITTY FROM THE POOL
BEFORE SHE DROWNS --

1

7 - - WOLVERINE --
BEHND YOU

AND SINCE

NONE OF IN THATLAST
Us HERE CAN THOUGHT;
FLY, THERE CoOLOSSUS
IS NONE TO /S QUITE
CATCH HIM, CORRECT.

[His MUTANT FAST-HEALING POWER
SHOLILD ENABLE HIM TO SURVIVE
THAT BLOW, AND HIS LANDING.

BUT HE WILL
3 HAVE A LONG
SWIM BACK.




By e e Ty e
MISTAKE COMES
N ASSUMING...  |n . THAT HE

HIS
y w
) f / W/LL BE THE

T e
e Q

HAH/ |T's BECOMING CHARLES, MY
INSTINCTIVE To DEAR OLD FRIEND,
THINK OF oTHERS () IF You couLp BuT
BEFORE WYSELF SEE ME NOW.

THESE ARE THE LAST OF THE STATUES
--AM I THE ONLY ONE LEFT 27 P

P

I MUST DPRAW OUR ENEMY'S FIRE, FIND
A WAY TO PROTECT THE X-MEN WHILE
THEY REMAIN PETRIFIED AND HELPLESS.

S -~ALEYTYSZLL

SHE 1S UNHARMED
AS ARE THE OTHERS.

>

THE STASIS
EFFECT IS
TRANSITORY.
IT WILL PASS WHO--2/
WITHIN THE OUR
FOE-- T
MUST BE--
SHOWING
HIMSELF
NOW THAT
HE BELIEVES
HE HAS LS AT
HIS MERCY...

wAS T,
MYSELF
USED TO
DO, IN LESS
HONORABLE
), OAYS.




CHIEF
EXAMINER.

WHAT IS THE
THE MEANING
OF THIS 2!

IAMTHE Y T OFFER CONGRATULA-
TIONS ON YOUR PERFOR-
MANCE, MAGNETO.

[[AanO F T
REFUSE 7

THAT (5
NOT AN
OPTION.

you
SPOKE OF
MY POWER,
EXAMINER.

THE SURVIVOR -~ AND

PLATE.

MY EVALUATION OF You
AND YOUR COMPANIONG IS
COMPLETE. SINCE YOU ARE

EASILY, THE MOST POWER-
FUL OF THE GROUP--

-- 1 REQUIRE
You To PASS
THROUGH MY
SCANNING

S

AT THAT MOMENT, ON THE HORIZON,
ANOTHER OF THE X-MEN, ROGUE,

RETURNS FROM A SHOPPING EXPED)TION

TO THE BAHAMAS.

vy an)

A

HERS 5 THE ABILITY
70 ABSORB THE PSYCHE
AND SKILLS OF OTHERS
MERELY BY TOUCHING
S THem. unForTuNATELY,

=

e

... WHICH FORCES HER TO REMAIN
COMPLETELY COVERED FROMN
HEAD TO TOE WHILE AROUND

OTHER PEOPLE.

]

$553

N
SHE CAN'T CONTROL IT... (S

/

)

s

7 _—
—

ONLY WHEN SHE'S COMPLETELY ALONE -~ AS NOW -~ CAN SHE STRIP
OFF HER “ARMOR "/ AND, FOR A TIME, PRETEND SHE'S NOTHING
MORE THAN A NORMAL YOUNG WOMAN.

10



SOMETHIN'S UP. THAT
AURORAL DISPLAY-- LOMPASS

T\ AN' GAUGES GOIN' WILD-~
\\ MuST BE MAGNETo'S DOIN--

Ay

&
--WHAT'S THAT OVERHEAD,
COMIN' MY WAY 2/

... AN'STIFF

GLORY--IT
> /S7WOLVIE!

AS A BOARP.
—

HOPE THIS
AIN'T

& DROPPIN’
LIKE A

ONLY REASON AH KNOW

PERMANENT,
PAL.

o ... IS IF HE WAS
DEAP.

MY POWER
DIDN'T WORK !

BUT IT
SHOULD HAVE,
EVEN IF HE WAS'
UNCONSCIoUS.

M/RACLE
OF MIRACLES --
AT LONG LAST,

Z--AM-- FREE Y,

OF IT WOLULON'T...

MAGNETO-- WHY ALL THE
FIREWORKS, MAN-~2

_—




HIS EYES, SHININ' WITH AN’ WHERE'D HE GET
O _AWEIRD LIGHT. O Q_THAT OUTFIT--HEY 2/

yYou ARE
MY SOLE
POTENTIAL
THREAT,

AND THEREFORE MUST BE
SPEEDILY PISPOSED OF

1"

Z HAD NOT-
ANTICIFATED

... BUT NEITHER
SHALL I LET SUCH A
GOLDEN OFPPORTUNITY
GO TO WASTE.

ONCE I HAVE VMIASTERED
THIS FALTRY ORB...

... SHALL SET oUT TO
RELEASE MY FELLOW BEINGS
FROM THEIR IMPRISONMENT. |
REUNITED, NO POWER IN THE /)~
UMVERSE CAN STAND
AGA/NST Us.

TP
’a.

THE MOUTH,

FELLA. AHM
AS “HUMAN" - THESE SPIKES
AS Youl. HE'S CONTRACTING THE CAGE. ARE sSWARP/

THIS AIN'T THE OCCASION TO TEST BUT THERE MY SPIN BROKE GOTTA GO LTIL ATMOSPHERIC
THE LIMITS OF MY INVULNER- THE SOUND FASTER,.. FRICTION MELTS
ABILITY. BARRIER~~ FASTER... THE STEEL.
SONIC BOOM
HIS MAGNET(C POWER HOLDS THE KNOCKED

CAGE TOGETHER, TOO TIGHTLY
FOR ME TO BREAK.

MAGBIE FOR




AN ) YA/WHOLULPS -~
ozxr.’

¢ —- STILL SPINNIN'-- SHOOT,
AH'M DIZZY-- WHICH WAY'M )
Oo

H GOIN'--72

-~ WHICH WAY I§ 4P--SO FAST-- ()

GOTTA SLOW -- GONNA BE SICK--

WHOSE WAS THIS DUMB, STUPID,
IDIOT IDEA, ANYH -~

BUG TO 4
FLYPAPER.

THEN, SHE

.-« AS MIND
AND BOpY
LOSE
COHES/ION,
ossoLvE
AND
REFORM...

IN AN INSTANTANEOLS P
PROCESS THAT Q
STRANGELY,
TERRIFYINGLY
REMNINDS ROGLE
OF HOW SHE
FEELS...

GOT TO PUSH ; ... WHEN
MYSELF OFF-- BEFORE SHE USES HER -
THINGS GET WORSE--! e — MUTANT POWER.

THIS 1S NOT FUN.

AH'M SEEIN'
THINGS-- COLOR
PERCEPTION'S
GONE ALL
SCREWY.

WAIT--IT
AIN'T MY EYES ()

AT ALL, |T'S
MES




FORTUNE FAVORED YoL/ > MOREPROF/C/E/VT
ONCE, HUMAN. WITH /75 ABILITIES.

BUT WITH EACH , 3 [ M'l f
PASSING SECOND, Mg v l[l

I BECOME MORE '

FAMILIAR WITH

THIE SHELL...

GirL, o o A
Friep, M

AH'M A LOT BIGGER, TOO, REMINDS

ME OF WHEN THE %MEN SCRAPPED

WITH THE AVENGERS, AN’ AH AB—_
SORBED THE SHE-HLILK'S POWER."

O-- = ' ==
So| ¥ X-MEN ANMNUAL # P —-AL.

WEIRDER SPIPER-MAN DOES
AND THAT, RIGHT Z WISH
WEIRDER. ! (D AHKNEW MORE

ABOUT HIM, THAT WAS ToO

DARN CLOSE FOR

THE BUZZ~~
\ WAS (T SOME
KINO’A

AH SURE HoPE

SO. AGAINST

MAGGIE, AH'M
GONNA NeeD. i

S BUZZIN'2!

SUDDENLY
GOT AN
ITCH T0..~

.- ENERY ADVANTAGE AH--
DON'T BELIEVE THIS!

WHAT’S NEXT--
AH START
SPOUTIN’

ASGARDIAN

LIKE THOR 2/

NOW AH'M
ON FIRE-~

--L(KE THE
AUMAN
TORCH /.

- THIS ALL STARTED WHEN T HIT
® THAT BLACK SLAB. STANDS TO REASON,

THE POWERS WERE STORED INSIDE.

BUT BY WHOM 2/ AN' WHY 2

1S IT HERE TO
GRAB THE X-MENZ/ DID

(A ) SOMETHIN' GO WRONG WHEN IT
CAME MAGNETO'S TURN 7/

QUIT MAKIN' JOKES, GIRL. FIGURE
THINGS OUT--USE YOUR BRAIN--
THAT'S YOUR ONLY REAL CHANCE.

14



HE AIN'T TALKIN'
OR ACTING LIKE
HIMSELFE

HAS HE BEEN

X N THAT'S A BIG PROBLEM. MEANS % : HECK, AH
ESSED 7

AH HAVE TO FIND A WAY TO BEAT Ry POSSESS THE
HIM WITHOUT HURTIN' HIM. & - } ) POWERS O’
N N\ THREE TOP
| 1 HEROES--
PLUS MY OWN
~-=SHOULD BE
A P|EACEE
O'CAKE.
~—4

TOO
MANY
QUESTIONS,
THOUGH,
700 MANY
UNKNOWNS.

7y

;"\,-“‘ \ HHE / "‘l Z 4 ' 3 ‘V
y : _ i ol v/} ’ 8
| ' / T— 2.
(i W I & W,

ORI ATV NN [ Ano N THAT .- AND IN THAT LABORATORY, A COM-
®[" WHAT AH WOLLDN'T GIVE | SRR
®/| For some answers. ” | IS

TOWER, A PLTER AND TWO MYSTER/IOUS ARTIFACTS,
LABORATORY... A NATTER ENENERGY-EGE AND A BIO-GEM,

THEYRE TO BE IR
\ FouND WHERE

o T
y ROGLIE CANT

THOLGH THE CITADEL /S8 DESERTED=~ AND HAS BEEN

N =/ND THEM, OV FOR SOME TIME -- |T TEEMS WITH LIFE AND PURPOSE
N 4 WORLD FAR AND FASSION BOTH LIGHT AND PARK , NOBLE AND
B REMOVED FROM § MALEVOLENT.

WITHIN THE
Zﬂfgfé/rfé COMPUTER,
HIGHLAND, UTTER CHACS
STANGS A RE(GNS.

TOWER... NS

AND IN THE CORE OF THIS CYBERNETIC MAELSTROM.

WHERE - - WHA7T AM T Z/Z7 NOT MY LIVING

AM I % ({ SELF IN ANY ORGANIC SENSE. T
€ SEEM TO HAVE BECOME A PATTERN
OF ENERGY... ‘

LOGIC PATHWAYS HAVE BEEN SHATTEREL MNEMONIC
CIRCLITRY WEBS DISRUPTEL. jg2 o

ENERGY FLOWS STREAK 1B
W WOy AcRoss AN omi-
NOUSLY SHADOWED LAND-

[ scare, Aroviove Too PO e
MUCH POWER TO SOME NS\ REPLICATION
SECTORS, NONE WHATSO- N AN LVE = OF MY
EVER TO OTHERS. THE VASIL=Y" CORPOREAL
PRIMAL NETWORK (S = i BODY.
\ il | FASCINATING.




THIS BEING'S LIFEGLOW IS VERY DIM. THAT
CAN'T BE A HEALTHY SIGN. PERHAPS A PORTION
OF MY OWN ESSENCE WILL RESTORE HIM,,,

=

...WITHOIJT‘ LINOULY
WEAKENING ME.

BT

INDEED. |T IS CUSTOMARY,
DURGAN -~ AMONG CIVILIZED

TRY A TORCH STUNT-~
CIRCLE FASTAS T
CAN...

«..AN CREATE A
WHIRLWIND THAT'LL
SUCK THE OXYGEN

AWAY FROM MAGGIE...

VORTEX/

iz

SUCKER

{- CAN TAPINTO

THE MAGNETIC
FIELDOF THE I
EARTH |TSELF-- J

\

—=CAN'T MATCH THAT
KIND OF STRENGTH/




ELSEWHERE... | YOU SsAY THECHIEF ¥ R TG 1 THE IMMINENT DESTRUCTION

IF ANYONE |8

RAVAGING EVERY CIVILIZATION

. EXAMINER IS YOUR CON- [ I OF )Y WORLD--THE WHOLESALE
Nl ST WITHOUT.  OWED AN EXPLANATION, CIENT * PROVOCATION " AAGNETO?
. S ATTACKED ME AND : : EVEN NOW, THE DREADED BLACK
- M MY COMPANIONS. o . o “.v FLEET DRAWS EVER NEARER,
@ . .

B N TS PATH. AGES AGO, OUR
P\ FOREBEARS RENOUNCED
THE USE OF FORCE...

E¥ s

<.+ TO THE EXTENT THAT TO
EVEN CONCEIVE OF USING IT IS
ANATHEMA TO US, OUR ETHICAL
CODE FURTHER PROSCRIBES US
FROM EMPLOYING OTHERS TO FIGHT
FOR US, IN COUNCIL, T ARGUED
THAT EXCEPTIONAL TIMES RERQUIRE
EXCEPTIONAL MEASURES. BUT MY
WORDPS WENT UNHEEPER

I DETERMINED TO ACT
ON MY OWN. MY COMPUTER
WAS PROGRAMMED TO SEEK OUT
THE MOST POWERFLIL OF BEINGS,
WHOSE ABILITIES WOULD BE
EVALUATED BY THE CHIEF

EXAMINER AND REPLICATED
BY HIS PORTAL.

FROM THOSE TEMPLATES,

I WOULD CREATE THE IDEAL
CHAMPION OF MY PEOPLE, WHO
WOULD END THE BLACK FLEET'S
DEPREDATIONS AND RESTORE
\_ PEACE TO OLIR GALAXY,

SO THIS EXAMINER IS
AN ARTIFICIAL CONSTRUCT
THEN, A COMPUTER FACSIMILE ?

YES. I DON'T UNDERSTAND VTS
MALFUNCTION. (T HAS NEVER HAP-
PENED BEFORE. EVEN (TS5 MISSION
HAS BEEN ALTERED -- T SENT (T
TO SEEK TWO MEMBERS OF THE
FANTASTIC FOUR, NOT YOU.

DURGAN, T AM MASTER
OF MAGNETI(SM  ALL ELEC-
TRONICS -~ AND ESPECIALLY
ALL COMPUTERS -- ARE VUL~
NERABLE TO MY POWER.
OBVIOUSLY, T DISRUPTED THE
CIRCUITRY OF YOUR DEVICE
AND CREATED A SCRAMBLE
FEEDBACK LOOP THAT TRAPPED
BOTH OUR CONSCIOUSNESSES

IN ITS MNEMONIC SYSTEM.
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BUT WHAT THEN HAPPENED TO MY BODY 2 IN FACT, THE FOR THE BlO-GEM (S SENTIENT-- AND MORE
ANSWER (S Bl MALEVOLENT THAN THE BLACK FLEET ABCARD)

YES. bl WHOSE SH/PS (TS FELLOW BEINGS LIE CAPTIVE]
AND DORMANT...

1 FELT ANOTHER
ESSENCE REPLACE
MINE AS T WAS
DRAWN HERE --BUT
WHOSE 2/ couLp
SOME OTHER FORCE
OR ENTITY-~- ONE

OF WHICH DURGAN
6 UNAWARE --BE
INVOLVED 7

.. THEIR POWERS
INHIBITED BY
THE PHYSICAL

THE NATTER
ENERG)Y-EGG.

DURGAN THOUGHT ME A SIMPLE ARTT-

FACT, THE CRETIN. BUT WHEN HE FRO-

TECTED HIS LIVING CONSCIOLISNESS’
INTO HIS COMPUTER...

LEARNING OF MAGNETD'S EVIL POW-
ER FROM THE COMPUTER, I ARO~
GRAMMED IT TO SEEK HIM OUT.

... 80 I COULD GAIN COMINANCE
OVER THE cOMPUTER.

aur
THIS RESULT
WiLL SERVE
MY PURPOSES
As WELL,

...T BECAME
ABLE TO USE MY
OWN PSYCHIC
ABILITIES TO
AFFECT IT.
GRADYALLY,
CAREFULLY,

Z HAVE IN-
CREASED MY
INFLUENCE.

7 HAD THOUGHT TO USE
THAT POWER TO OBLITERATE
DURGAN'S PSYCHE-SELF...

HERE IS5 THE PRIMAL
DISRUPTION.

WE MUST BRIDGE THIS CHASM.
I BELIEVE THAT LINK WILL ENABLE
THE COMPUTER'S SELF-REPAIR
PROGRAMS TO THEN HEAL THE /
BREACH. ”

MOREOVER, I SUSPECT YOLIR INNATE AWARENESS
OF YOUR CREATION WILL PROVE INTEGRAL TO THE
RESTORATION OF (TS PROPER FUNCTION.

SEPARATE, WE HAVE NO CHANCE. TO
SUCCEED WE MUST COMBINE OUR
ENERGIES.

(F WE FAIL,
MAGNETO-- WHAT
BECOMES OF MY
MISSIONZ/ MY
PEOPLE 7

BUT TO PO SO WILL
REQUIRE ALL MY
STRENGTH, INCLUD-
ING THE PORTION
THAT CURRENTLY
SUSTAINS You.

YOUR BLINO DEDICATION 7
TO THIS MISSION THAT THE
¥-MEN ARE IN DANGER !

18



NOTHIN' CAN CRUSH
THE HULK.

I COMPREHEND--FOR
THE FIRST TIME, I FEEL--
PHYSICAL PANS

BETTER ‘\CAUSE THERE'S A
GET Usep WHOLE LOT MORE
TO IT, CHUM. /) COMIN’ ATCHA! e

SHE--COULAPSED Y NO-- Ny NICE V IF AH FIGLURED RIGHT, MY )
THAT BUILOING ! . . AVALANCHE SHOULD HAVE

BURIED "MAGGIE, " WITHOUT
DOIN' HIM ANY REAL HARM.

BUT IF AH'M
WRONG-- 2!

./ I WILL GO ALONE THEN, IF T MUST. THE WE MUST FIRST CAST OFF THESE COSMETIC ]

X-MEN ARE MY... FRIENDS. T WILL NOT | | REPLICATIONS OF OUR HUMAN FORMS, AND =
BETRAY THAT NEWLY WON TRUST BY REVERT TO THE PURE ENERGY STATES THAT
: ARE OUR NATURAL SELVES WITHIN THIS

CYBERNETIC COSMOS.

b THEN--

' PROJECT
W | OUR MERGED

I AM ASHAMED T ESSENCES
HAVE THOUGHT ONLY ACROSS THE

OF MYSELF, OF MY NE
AND DESIRES, UNCARING
OF THE EFFECT THEY
WOULD HAVE ON
OTHERS.

YOoIP.

I WILL
HELP YOU,
MAGNETO,

WHATEVER
\ THE RISK.
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MAGNETO, SOME
FORCE RESISTS

it seems <o Far--YL I
L[] ¢

THE SAME MALEVOLENCE
1 FELT WHEN I WAS
DISPLACED!

=

WE MUST
DURGAN /

(GHT IT,

ARE
WORTH
SAVING !

S (z--cwver

A REAL TRANSITORY “—/..UNLESS YOU TELL ME--RI

GHT QUICK--
HOW TO PUT MAGNETO...

...BACK WHERE HE
BELONGS !/

AT THAT SAME
MOMENT...

MAGNETO,
WE'VE DONE

BEING RESTORED
THROUGHOUT MY

PROPER ORDER IS v I FEEL MYSELF REGAINING CONTROL
OF THE CHIEF EXAMINER. WHATEVER

FORCE OPPOSED US IS NOW
GONE. T CAN SCAN NO TRACE
OF 1T ANYWHERE.

“...LET ME SEND
YOu HOME. ”

you

I SHALL.
BUT BEFORE I
DO ANYTHING
FURTHER...

BE CAREFLUL,
DURGAN, BE

ADVISE You
NOT TO TRY.

DO I HAVE TO BOP YOU

YOURSELF, BABE 7 OR
. AGAINZ

-
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WwAFTER A
GREAT MANY
EXPLANATIONS...

ALL AH HAVE TO
DO 1S PASS THROUGH 1\
THAT MINI- MONOLITH? A

AND YOU WILL BE
RESTORED TO YOUR
NORMAL SELF, YES.

--BEIN' MAYBE THE MOST

IFYoU \_/ KIND'A NEAT,
SAY SO. THOUGH, WHILE
IT LASTED --

POWERFUL BEING ON EARTH.

MAGNETO, YOUR OWN
ABILITIES ARE STILL
NEEDED.

THE ANALYZER HAS
BEEN RE-CALIBRATED
TO PREVENT ANY FUR-
THER MALFUNCTION.,

THOUGH T WILL
UNDERSTAND IF
YOU REFUSE.

IN RETURN, T CHARGE THAT
YOU THINK =-TRULY THINK -~
ON WHAT YOU DO HERE.

I GIVEFREELY )/
OF MYSELF,
DURGAN.,

AS ROGUE SAID, THE HEROES YOU
PREVIOUSLY COPIED GAVE HER EXTRA-
ORDINARY POWER., ADD TO THAT
NOW, MY OWN.

WE HAVE LEARNED--
SOMETIMES THROUGH HARD %
EXPERIENCE AND A BITTER COST-- L
THE LIMITS OF WHO WE ARE,

AND THE RESPONSIBILITIES. A NOT THE KNOWLEDGE.

&,
YOUR DEVICE REFLICATES
THE POWER, BUT

= 3} ”/’ -4

B CAREFUL NOT
TO MISUSE IT.
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WHAT HAPPENED TODAY WAS NO ACCIDENT. YOLIR
SYSTEM MAY NOT BE AS FOOLPROOF AS YOU BELIEVE.
JUST BECAUSE YOU CANNOT FIND A THING DOES
NOT MFEAN IT 5 NOT THERE.

“YOUR POINTS ARE WELL TAKEN, MAGNETO. REST
ASSUREP THEY WILL BE ACTED UPON. IF A HOSTILE
ROUTINE EXISTS, IT WILL BE PURGED. AND I WILL
REMAIN EVER-VIGILANT FOR THE SLIGHTEST SIGN

OF ITS REAPPEARANCE. ”

1 CHOSE MAGNETO BECAUSE T THOUGHT HE WOULD HAVE
A NATURAL AFFINITY FOR MY PLANS-- BUT HE DIDN'TACT
AS EXPECTED!

FINALLY, ALL
THIS COULD HAVE
BEEN AVOIDED HAD
YOu BUT APPROACHED
US IN PEACE AND
ASKED OUR HELR

CURSE THE
HUMAN! IN THE
FUTURE I MUST
BE MORE CIR-
CUMSPECT-~
LUNTIL DURGAN
GROWS COM-
PLACENT...

...BELIEVING
THE DPANGER
To BE PAST.
=
THEN WHEN HE
LEAST SUSPECTS...

... T SHALL
STRIKES

-~
Z
Z/////’ Jio-a1s s AN

UNNH! T FEEL MYSELF BECOMING AND IT'M S774L
FLESH. AGAIN! HERE, YA BIG
§ LUG! LUCKY
I,Too, STORM,BUT Y ’ THING ROCKS
AITTY-! SHE HAD DON’T NEED

TO BREATHE!

WHiLE ABOARD How'D I END UP BETTER HOT TAIL IT
THE X-MEN'S HERE 7 LAST THING BACK TO THE |SLAND
MOTOR LAUNCH... I REMEMBER , AND HOPE I AIN'T

WE WERE FIGHTING

¢l THOSE STATUES...

ToO LATE TO HELP
MY BUDPIES!
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HEY! I THOUGHT You
BOZOS WERE IN
TROUBLE ! LOOKS
LIKE T RUSHEP BACK
HERE FOR
NOTHIN £

WE APPRECIATE

YOUR CONCERN,LOGAN,

BUT AS You CAN SEE,

EVERYTHING IS

UNDER CONTROL
Now

YEAHZ THEN
WHO'S THE DUDE WITH THE
FISHBOWL ON HIS HEAD 2

A MISGUIPED SOUL, WOLVERINE -~
ONE WHO HAS LEARNED AN
IMPORTANT LESSON HERE,
THIS DAY !

THANKS To
You, MAGNETO--
To You AND

YOUR X-MEN.




1 OWE YOU A GREAT

1Sigh: V BETTER START Y MAGNETO, WHY
DEAL, MY FRIEND. g [ e

PICKING UP THE DIDN'T YOU OFFER
HIM THE XMEN'S 4

FAREWELL .

I DID. HE
REFUSED.

BOZO's
CrAZY !

BY THE STANDARDS OF HIS PEOPLE,
CERTAINLY, A DANGEROUS SOCIOPATH.

CONSI\DER, THOUGH, CHILD -- HAS THE
CAPACITY FOR VIOLENCE REALLY DONE
HUMANITY THAT MUCH GOOD 7

MAHATMA GANDHI SPOKE OF A BETTER
WAY-- RESISTANCE TO EVIL, TO OPPRESSION,
WITHOUT RESORT TO VIOLENCE. THE
COURAGE TO TAKE BLOWS, BUT NEVER
RETURN THEM. CHRIST'S MESSAGE, TOO.

DURGAN'S RACE EMBODIES THAT WILL HIS

NOBLE IDEAL. YET DURGAN, IN HIS VICTORY
ZEAL TO SAVE THEM, MAY IN THE BE WORTH
THE PRICE?

PROCESS COST THEM WHAT THEY
HOLD MOST DEAR.

I WISH HIM LUCK--BUT T WONDER IF HIS
PEOPLE WILL THANK HIM FOR WHAT HE'S

ONE ON THEIR BEHALF. AND MAY YET 0O. 4

S

= VT

I THE ENC.




























‘@ % MARVELCOMICS Gﬁ P | ALLENMILGROM
'f9 387 Park Avenue South JOANNE SPALDO
New YOfk. New YQFk 10016 ASSISTANT EDITOR

We like to get your letters. But if you don’t want your full address published, please tell us.

Dear Al:

While I've only been reading MARVEL FANFARE regularly since
#18, | think that MF #29 is the finest issue that you have done so far.
I'm glad you put John's story here instead of the regular title, it was
far too special for newsprint. I'm always impressed by Mr. Byrne's
art, | hope this is not his last story for MF. Itisn't is it?

As for Norm Breyfogle’s Captain America story, | can't say that |
really cared for it. | liked the action scenes, but found the ending a
little hard to swallow; bullies don't reform that easily. However, | think
Mr. Breyfogle will be an artist to look out for in the future, his
story-telling abilities are first rate.

Now for the request section of the letter: MORE PORTFOLIOS
AND PIN-UPS!!! | think that the portfolios are sometimes the best
part of MF. To that point, these are the artists I'd like to see do
portfolios or pin-ups: Paul Smith, Walt Simonson, John Byrne, Kevin
Nowlan, Mark Beachum, Art Adams, Marshall Rogers, and Chris
Warner. Plus, | know you're working from inventory stories, but do
you think that there might be a story starring the Black Knight in
there anywhere? | think a story of his adventures in the 12th Century
would be quite interesting. If that can't be done, how about some-
thing dealing with the First Celestial Host visit to Earth, maybe by
Walt Simonson if he can squeeze it in between drawing X-FACTOR
and writing ANIMAX & THOR.

Well, that's about all for now. Thank you for another excellent
issue of MARVEL FANFARE. One thing before | go, do you think it
would be possible to have Tony Salmons do another story in MF
soon? The Daredevil story he did in MF #27 was awesome!!! Bye.

Sincerely,

Kevin Hall

P.O. Box 708
Castlewood, VA 24224

You're right, Kevin, bullies probably don’t reform that easily
... unless they have someone the likes of Captain America to
inspire them. Your request for more portfolios and pin-ups is
being filed under the “Yes” votes for an all-portfolio issue,
okay? Most of the artists you mention will certainly be on our
list. As for the Black Knight, a three-part story featuring Mar-
vel’s chivalrous Avenger is in the works.

Dear Al,

When | think of Marvel Fanfare, | think of a deluxe format, bi-
monthly, high quality production that features the best stories by the
best people. Regrettably, | have not always found this to be true. A
recent example is the Alpha Flight story you ran which spotlighted
Northstar, one of my favorite characters. | found it, well . . . disap-
pointing. However, this letter is most certainly not meant to criticize
that issue or any before it. I'm writing because of this month'’s issue.
Why, you ask?

Because it was right on the money!!!

Finally a tale truly belonging in the pages of Marvel Fanfare!
Spectacular! This was one of the best Hulk stories | have ever read.
The art was gorgeous and | love the idea of a story done fully in
splash pages. Wonderful! Superb job, Mr. Byrne!

The back-up was also very good. Plotted, written, penciled, inked
and lettered all by the same person?! Wow! Even though Captain
America only spoke three words (“Hold it, Craig!") and one
“UUHHH . . . "I still call it a good story. Very nice issue. Very nice.

As for the “Portfolio/pin-up potpourri publishing predicament”
(Who came up with that name?) | have to say that | love the pin-ups
and portfolios and in some issues they are the reasons | buy
Fanfare. | would love to see some portfolios by Art Adams, Walt
Simonson, John Romita Jr, Mike Mignola, Jackson Guice, Bill
Sienkiewicz, Dan Green (watercolors), and Paul Smith. | would like
to see pin-ups of Moon Knight, The Black Knight, Beta Ray Bill,
Forge, Iron Man (all of 'em; don't forget the |.M. of 2020), Magneto
Lockheed, Shadowcat, and why not all the X-Men and New
Mutants? Well, that's what I'd like.

Well, that's about it. Please do keep up the good work. The
upcoming Moon Knight and Black Knight stories sound good. As for
an all pin-up issue, why not do that for your first annual? Thanks for
listening.

Alexander St. Cloud
707 McKee Bivd.
Edinburgh, TX 78539

Well, Alexander, it just goes to show you that you don’t need
a lot of pictures (Hulk story) or a lot of dialogue (Captain
America story) to do a good story.

The vast majority of letters we’ve been receiving seem to
support the idea of an all pin-up issue, so unless we get a lot of
letters to the contrary it looks like we’re going to do it. Your
recommendations for artists and characters to be illustrated
are being taken under advisement. Thanks for sharing your
thoughts about it with us.

Dear Al,

| just received Marvel Fanfare #29 in the mail the other day and |
wanted to thank you for an enjoyable issue. The Hulk story was well
done. And, although short, the art more than made up for it. When |
originally heard about his experimental story in the Hulk | antici-
pated its arrival with curiosity. Then to my dismay it was not pub-
lished. | was very disappointed, for | had come to expect nothing but
the best from John Byrne and that is what | always got. Then | heard
that his story was to be published in Marvel Fanfare and of course, |
was not disappointed. By the way Al, you are doing an excellent job
taking over the reins on the Hulk. Keep it up!

So much for the lead story. | am sorry to say Al, that | was not
excited at all to see another Captain America story in this issue. We
have already had several of them as well as Doctor Strange and
Daredevil. Please do not continue to print stories with the same
characters over and over. Let's see some variety. There is such a
multitude of characters to choose from. | realize that you are printing
a Moon Knight story next ish and that takes care of one of my
requests. But how about an Avengers story or Wolverine. There are
many others such as Power Pack, Thor, Spider-Woman, Power
Man and Iron Fist, Black Panther, Dreadstar, Alien Legion, Dazzler
and the list goes on.

But you get my point Al, show us more variety! To be totally honest
| am not very satisfied with this book. Yes, it has had its good issues
such as the Spider-Man/Angel/X-Men savage land tale and the
Black Widow issues to name a couple. But those have been the
exception, not the rule. You promised us the BEST stories, we have
had very few. You promised us the best talent, you sometimes
delivered. You promised that this would be a comic for the dis-
criminating reader, now deliver. Listen to the readers Al, follow their
advice and you cannot go wrong. Do not get me wrong. | don't hate
this book, | just don't feel it has lived up to one hundred percent of its
potential. | say do a western or a romance or even a detective story
maybe do them all. But make them the best and you will get letters
of praise from me every sixty days. As for the Portfolio/Pin-up
Potpourri Publishing Predicament | vote ‘yes’ on a couple of condi-
tions. 1) You have the best artists do their best renderings of all
different characters. 2) Do your best to get a picture of that
sweetheart of the Spider mags Mary Jane Watson (Please!)

Thanks for listening, Al. Ron Krasneck

13638 Pheasant Circle
Lockport, IL 60441

Glad to listen, Ron. You admonish us to listen to our readers
and we do. We may not always agree with what they have to
say, but that doesn’t mean their opinions go unheeded. We
have nothing but the highest regard for our fans and accept
the praise and criticism we receive with the understanding that
all such comments are made with the idea of helping us to
improve our efforts. We may not always succeed, but with the
help of readers such as yourself, you can be sure we'll keep on
trying.

Dear Al,

I've seen Marvel Fanfare in the comic stores for years, but I've
always ignored it. But, then came along M.F. #29, and WOW! |
couldn't believe it. John Byrne, the best writer/penciler this reader
has seen, and the Hulk, the best individual super hero. Now I'm
ashamed of what I've been missing. You now have one more steady
buyer. Todd Bissell

i Concord, CA

Always glad to have hooked a new reader, Todd. Now see if
you can’t get some of your uninitiated friends to develop the
habit too. Remember, Fanfare is non-addictive and not harmful
to your health, so if someone offers you Fanfare, just say
“Yes!”






