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illNG yms pAsr, of Aft a;u;iettt r ... 11£ l SiH~, 
fruitfu[ aud greAr, ru[ed G~ a uoble ki~ : 
A[cAZAr Rex, in GAttk Armor briE~t";' 
ScourEe of ~vif. winner' of e.ver~ R 3f:rr. 
His eriemi~ J( va11quisked, tunticf t~J.1 !U, 
To nle of G.w, to kup kis vi~ri'011 fre~ 
A COUJ.1.ci[ of four; ~n:ifu[ a.0.d just', 
EACk ro ~is dut:f , p(e{gec{ to surd trusr. 
Af c~zar summomd to k roya.( k~ff. 
TCte cir{zevis cCtured, A.CC[aimiu3 tfum J[. 

G~raCd tke Greeu, minister~ tk 1irms, 
M~~ f~[ds md <Jrckards thrive with wkolesome cka-rms. 
Ru6iJ11. tke RQ[, wiiwisrer' of ~fevis~ 
13uilt towers of sro~ with wA[(s ki9k a11d dense. 
B.~wou tru Blue, m{uisrer of tke f a.w, 
Orttfr~ tke St~tuteS Wit~ SC~rce~ A f r~w. 
Gr(ftitt- tke Go[d, minister' oft~ t'AX-, 

Co[[ecr~l t~ru pe11tviies for ever_y Axe.. 
ltt pe~cefuf days, t~y ru~d t~ YtxtLOl'L we((; 
~J.1 strtA.Ck tke tr~9edj tkis rk_!jm.t. wiff t~f[. 

As tkt VLi\tLoltt prosp~red, fe.milies grew; 
SooY1. tfure were ma.~ w!Ure. ottee Ol'L~ r~~ 
lVL tkt verwa.f St~SOH., wfu11 feAW.S t'UYl't. 9ru11, 
flowers 6bn, audt~ str~Ams ru11t co(c{»i/ cka.0., 
EAck cit{z~11, to pay tke ki11~ his d~ 
Mu5t t(tht kis 30(£, mt~sure{ avid tested tru~ 
Griffin tke Gofcf,the. iAX records to k~~p , 
Worked d~;1 ~Yid 11i~k-r,~rs).ki~ resrfu[ slup. 
A~r tiresome evenivtjS a.11£ easdess ttiEkts, 
H~ sUppea into dr~am a.11d s~w wovtirous si9h-rs : 



A city of cr~sraf f loati~ in air,--
With Gr0ut'ninbow r~ltts I excudi11_98 fair 

.!~en appea.red A dark attje[ 1 'tkus Ctt spk : 
Fn~nd Griffin , tf1t future is tkiVte to ma~ 
WK!j sfavesr tkou, ro 'oP:f eru:k numb~r, 
Deprived of frest1 Ai1, 300£ ~od, au£ sfumb~~? 
llti ~ cr_yst~[ ci~ , tecktt0lo3~, 
Can provi~ a sfeepkss s~rvMtt' }Or tku, 
A([ th!j records in ~mor~ to 11o[l, 
51c~d in a smootk sphere of s~'iui113 301£.'' 

GriffiJ!l t~ Gofd fofr kis kearr qua.kt with ~A.I,' 
To see t!U shadow of an att3e[ i.tta.r. 

~er veteran of war; 110 cowa.n:f ~ 
9A.-rfiered man& cour.ye , s~:t' kis to113ue free , 
A11d a.s1"d: ''How is tkis , tkou a.u_ge[ cG.rk., 
A 3o(cfevi sphere tUa.t ca.tt work AS a. c[erk 7 

great' ma.3e ma3ic , t~kttoC03~ must' be, 
1 ~ar roo great' f6rmue mortafS Uke m~ 
W kilt' sort of me.11, or devi~ from r~e Hok , 
Over suck mA_9ic comWLa.vtd avtd cowtro[ 7 '' 

10 this t~e ai-igef was quick to rep~ : 
'jes, deviG rkt_!j be. Th~ uff tke 13~ [~ 
cG.imiv:J to G;e Wte.11 , t~ tru0 despis~ 
Ho[dii:g uvtro themsdves tkt grett~sr priu--; 
&stowiVtj on ma.Vtkivu{ miser~ 5ifrs ~ 
Ra.i11 in the summer, ivi, wiVtte.r s110W £ri~s. 
Cut' sfwrt tky work, iu restfu( pe.aa. r"U~: 
Had tCtou tke go(J: sp~re-, J[ tk.ivi3s wou[l be. ·d~iue. 
ln tke bn3kr- c~srJ d~, fiVtd Lt'tktrt, ,, 
Touck it; fuevi. t~ou sk;\Tt ~~kt tl't th;t ck1[r. 



T ne 6r0kt crysrJ cit~ iri~e£ cfose 621 ; 
Griff{11 grabbed ho(d »id soa.rd ii1tD tCit sk;1. 
ltt tht sk~dcws ~ crept, i11 C0Y1St'~11t' ~a.t;""' 
That' tf1t mis1Zr iUvits woufd su kiwi or ~a.I." 
He sc~d a. towe,r i cfr113iu9 ro a. ~c(ge-;1 
No.r~ {ACG~, ~' clt wt. bu{ over-~ q,cfgt . 
A gof"Cku (0ht I He wa.s ma.r-, kt coufd ttf( 

___ 1'11ert w~ tkt go[devt spkere., locktcf in a. ceff ! 
Through tkt b.trs ~ re~~d, stretcking out his k~ud, 
Dre~d poiwrs p~w11 , AS tltt d~rk »tgtt plm~d . 

A _gua.rdia.n attge[ drew quick~ 11ea.r;-' 

"Thou morr.J foo( toucft 11ortke£90C~Jtt spktr~ !'' 
But' TOO G.re . Griffi 11 s ftancf di I sU p and tcuck, 
The go(~n sphere ke cov1Zt1Zd so mucCt . 
With A. souf-re11dtvt3 cra.sk , brim~ut b[ue U3k-r, 
9bvi113 cr~sr~ ska.rds f~w into tf'te ttiB~~ 
Tu~ir cit:J ckstro~ed, tke 6r0kt' Avtgefs fkd. 
Griff{Jtt nrurned, by k da.rk mge[ fed, 
To morb.f r~iJS' bACk to Exchequer J<up ; 
1km f1e awoki from kis d~p {rej\.m-~(~c[ slup. 

(I Wkxr dr~am ! '' kt ~xcfa.i~cf. sucfcfett~ ~wA~, 
1fuu A. 9ofcku sp~itre ~ s~. Thus it spa.I«. : 

"1 a.m Serv1.ur-Mi11~ , TO tku rire~ss sG.vt , 
Tht mrk of cfu([ tasks -ft,rever ro sa.ve , 
Provide ~ tkt records ~pt in t~~ Cj\re-;-" 

1fu~ skAff J compute fOr ~ack tCu fAir' sk~rl, 
of t~x-~s ow~&. ~et' ca.11 l do muc Ct mor~: 
AlC~zars n~~on wasres 9oods by tk' score.. 
By my pfavtS tkis wiff ~11d , ~us skAff it b~ 
If J[ confidevu~ is _9iv'tt ro ~ 



"Tt1is 1 require , tte bur~visome- tki113, 
Ovt~ rCiar e~Ct pe.rs0tt -ro mt must Gri118, 
1fte story of his Gfr , ~in3 ~(c[ back . 
The wf1ofe HA-ti0tt's com~rce skA(( l tkt11traGk.1 

Wkl\t' jobs mtvt skcu(d de, bv muck t~~ skouU: pa.y, 
W~vi, to sow tfie fie(ds , wheu to karvesr ~~. 
Summon HOW tkj 3ood friend B_yrovi -ro mt;--1 
Tha.r fa.ws of tke na.tiott ~ftered c~11 be, 
To 3ive us rke powe1, [ives ro coutro[, 
fOr rke 3ood of J( ever~ frvi i-i3 souL '' 

B~ homy words did &rvmt'Mini convi11a, 
Byron to e.mpowe.r it~ a. pri~ 
Or a. t,yrai-it', ~ tkt truth is ucw kn~ ; 
Bur B;1rou, usi~ J( skiffs t1t di'd OW11, 

Pers u~ecf tfit poople tkis was tf:u w~, 
To 3reatest' good md a 3/0rious da.~, 
W~11 J110m.lwou[d wmt care. Thus lt ca.im to b6/" 
ThAt .J( know~c{_ge from mou11ta,i11s w tke sta., 

Was ~(£ G_ySe.rvmt'-Miud, 011 a '1i3k tower;' 

lli tk ki11_9s l1a~ wiefclt':.9 total power.-" 

As seasons pAssed, 1l1e propfe rest[ess 9rew-;-' 

AJ.id ifuir ~Afkrs dose ro Afcaza.r Jre-w, 
To whisper- com.pG.i11ts ivi Ott[~ kis ear;' 
fr spies w~re man~, and aff ~ft 9reat fia.1. 

''Tfu ia.ys are Gkak, a.1-1.d our master ~s crmL'' 
''We work as ~9s." ''Our 011~ ~ocf is 9rue( '' 
'witl1our our fr~dom . we tru~ an~ k~d ." 
Secrerf1 to tke ki113 t~es~ tliin3s t~~ said. 
Af caz~.r rose il1 Ereat' wratk , 3aw a. er~ i 
''I ~w~ar ro aia m!j propfe, or 1 die:--! '' 



C~v~r Servmt-.Mind k~d tkis [oug fore sun, 
Aud prJtecttd itself, Gtr~[d tke Gr~11-- , 
By f ~e- promise of power corrupted. 
H~ ttatur.J fife viU~ disruprd, 
And wirk tf1t magic of A ~Af of g&, 
To animAtt or [ispe( fit die{ f1o([ , 
The contra( ovei' p[~t ml sk.u([ !Cu3 dw{, 
To suw ~ s& rr~s fOr tke spkere of dread. 
1fwt {Or a.musemmt' At Uvirtj mm's pai», 

&rvAnt -Mi ttd fui G~rN'cl korrib[~ sbltt. 

Rubivt. the "&d wi.s corrupted AS weff. 
Dowa the 3t\rde11 pa.1k to kis priw.re He[( 
Wu.ports of war kad kt Coved siua a. ckird, 
Avt.d tkus G0 ServZ\vtt' -Mil!td w~s l1e be 3u iled , 
With ~ super-weApovt. , uvt.kMown rod~_y , 
sfworing Gfrvt.diviE fi3Cir , Gf~ri118 Jf »V~ i 
A11cf witk. A ckviu 110l!te c~H uvtr~ve(, 
To tkt red p(amr Rubti-t dtd trAA'~( , 
Wkere. A.t ServAYrt-Mi11cf s bidditt_9 ro .twait: 
Att!j kiugs euem~ sevt.t'~re- Gy fAte. 

AfcAzA.rs ArtBer with eM:k stt..p incre~uf i 
011 tke -rower roof WAS Ciis wri\th rd~~sed . 
A mij~ b[ow ~t tke spkere dtd ke swivt.3; 
His sword to bits s~~ttere~( tt skockitt~ sn'u3. 
DA.1ed OM tke roof, Afcttzttr keArd tkis s~\,d: 
(f\([ 111usr obe~ m~ t~e Uvi113 Attd tkt cfed. 
s~rva11r-Mtvic:f '10 wiore , 1 amOver-Mhi,f. 
ln puttLskmettt" crue[, tt bllEkt' 0i1 ma.ttkivid. 
Th!j p~ vtl\tlOJ.1 ASu11cfof" 1 t'ear I 
Tttou morr~, kvtow wkat' 11\m A¥td d~spair ! 



"Rek~sed by foo[ Griffen tCty minister,' 
WCUre a,Y19efs Cta.d tra.pped tCie fora sinist'eri 
Now st1~[[ l work on mattkind *.!f poison : 
o~srroy iti3kt ~ytc[ da:J 1 ;i;\11.d eva,f.!j Se~Ovt 1 

Ser Gror~r- a9~J11st' brofu.r, kiff tfu crops, 
Torture victims witk pa.ivt tk~ never stops. 
1rom Wt!j vtew a6oie, whick tk(}U doest 11ot kuow, 
S~i\ff 1 r~vt on itt£VL ever.!1 curse M1£ wo~ 
Seciucfoc{ t~ere ska.[[ 1 rest' ivt m~ bertk , 

5A.fi from J( powers tkat ~ 011 tke ea.rtCi .'' 

A 9rea.t tttMi w~s AfcA.za.r: Not- cf ismayed, 
He c~Jf~i ''Pyro !" A.Jttd summovtecf to kis a.id, 
A bei 113 of ~re , Over-1\!iivid to fi9kt'; 
But co~ured ~mons sooyi put it to fU3kt". 
lvt ckspair; bj a. method 110 o~ .km.~ 
He VAvtiskecf, avid to tke red p[~yiet' f~w, 
W~e.re secret~, aga.ivtst' Just' such a.[~~, 
A -rowe; ~e kad buil·n ke kl1ew tke WA-~· 
And iu tkxt tower-, secure a.g~{M-st k~rm., 
His i~vtt' da.u3kttr p~~ed witftout AfArm. 

Twent3 ~e,.,rs tke~ lived itt- tCu tJl tower,-' 
CA.red fOr~ grouttds 1 ~vtd t'eflt.ded t~ bower. 
Ovie Jay A vis iol1 CAtt-tt to Af a.z;\,r;-" 
t-k Sl\W a. st'ra.vi_ger comiug from a.fa.r.-' 
His ga.rwteVit's w're uJttlikt A.Jtt~ ye.t sutt-, 
Bur kis spirit w~ su-0113 a.ul co11scL~~ d~a..M-. 
P.wsd with kis visLoJ1L w~i[~ tke. kot suvt Gf~zuf, 
He sa.w vwt RuGivi, sta.33eriu3, kea.t"-cra.z~cC. 
lu from t~ d~s~rt" ca.wti ~btvi t!U R,d', 
HAB9anf WAS kis f;_c,, A 3a.sCi 011 Ciis ked. 



Srarrkd,.Afca.zA:r' tur~d. ro su tht maY1., 
Wko ~ ye.a.rs kA.d skA.rad e.v~ry battk p[att i 
A.HJ wept un~s~a.~d fO,- pl~ thA.t ~e;--' 
Skou[d Ge t~us reduc~d 10 savA8q, de9ru . 
SM[Rubivt tke Re.d, ~ kis dtfi113 pfoa., 
"~ ki113, pfeA.se ~a.r a. coY1.f~ss io111. from mt: 

B~ ro~s was J seducq,c£ from dut~ ck~ 
Wou[d 1 11M' sra:1ei G~slik ~ kins so dq,a.r. 
But pe.r~aps tkou ca.vtst' use ~Sl tYI. s0111e p[a.tt. 

l p~ 'l10W fOr siiit0ivi9. Do wkxr t~u ea.a." 

Afca.za.r buried kis frkvid iu ~ smcf. 
Wki[e kt w~ cfi99i11~, sw~ rq,vq,vt9e kt pl~vti«d, 
A.ga.iust Over-Mi111.d. Ju a sec:rrt room, 
He wor~d Jom to sq,J' Ovq,r-Mttt~S aoom I 

~mov~O: tke ~uck~Yl.t~yi,ts , c~viaffed t~ rolt, 

They ka.d ivt 9iviiit3 Ove.r -Mhtd C01'1.tro f, 
of~ wq,a.po'1s, so tka.t' wke.YI.- comp[q,rid , 
13!:1 [ts owtt s11a.res it' cou(d be k~a.-rq,£, 
Tutu skur- kt -eke room witk G(~k ir'ol1 cofd, 
And ott~ kis da.u9kte; tkt pASS- spell tofd. 

A wi~ic cha.rm upott tke 9ir[ ~ ca.st;' 
To s[up UKt'i f t'evt aHturits kMf f ASSal, 
AVtd' tke straVt3er came from a. wor[d Apa.rt; 
To ba.uisk t~ evi[ aYl.d wiYI. Cw· ~a.rr. 
Griffi11 ~ pfa.cect ii-ta. myicaf ca.ve , 
To WAit fOr-{, kero , k is sou[ to s~ve, 
By tefU113 thls rJt ; repA.ir kis mist'~ . 
1 A-mGriffIVi, a.nd vtow m~ kAve. J r~. 
Tu rest is fOr r!1e, , ~ro bo[J ~vid ki1-1£, 
To s~r f orrt1 A.Yid ~str~ tkt Ov~r -l\1h-id ! 
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