


Jlfly fbaz[uzg gocasta

How  miss you!’ Ot must be more than tghty Yeans sincs we 5/»:nt mone
than a cou/:[z ol[ Jaya a{za'zt. O woke u./z this mom[ng [onging to see you agcu’n,
t/zlougg its Less than a week since we said out [awwem. The ﬂ’igﬂt was wfatia&[;/
um:w:ntﬁf; a little ﬂum/zy and O confsu that 0 had to seek solace fzom a teeny
9[:145 o,[ wgu@ Jdo ﬁoﬁz You o fo’cgiuz me.

a /;o/zs ou'll /uu{ itin your heart to /ozgioz me wmstﬂing else too. The
tals that 0 was ing tog(aaﬂmizwas a little — i these z{ayi 1 dare har
white — a Little [ie. ﬂf[ﬁw to Jl/(uu&zc ﬂgnow that both the /(aat: that  have
deceived You and that 0 have retuned to the Land ol[ my binth will stike horior in
your veins, but J gzg you to undenstand that O had to come back. 0 /'ust have to
/uu{ out the twuth about ./V(uulac gsfow its too late.

Dhuessa met me at the atz/wzt. I still don’t know houw she got tﬁuz,
a[tﬁoug/;, foz a /:zagiﬁs woman of indeterminate years, pwgaﬁ[_;/ mone than nbzsty, she
is ama.zuzg[g agll:s T hired a car and toget/;sz we drove to her aottagz on the a%s of
the fomt of ./V(u.u&w [ot ny ﬁut.visit since childbood.

Ot was zxaatl:y as T remembered it: dark, mystetious, ﬂmo@, EUER Mmore
tolated now that T'm old wou9£ to appreciate it. We pa.uzc[ a fsw Pso,lz[& on the
wm{, J’zag, grey P&oﬁ[z who tuwned thein eyes away y&t stti[[, fwm L'nu't{z, watched us.

%uaua, on the other ﬁam!, afways uses he eyes to Look one Atmégﬂl: in the
£ye. ./Vly [atﬁs'z, rest his .wu[, used to say she could read the wnes at t/ie back of
one's brain on the blackest of m’gﬁta, that she knew searets that nogozﬁj elsc in then
ui['[ags did — [ike what it meant L'f you saw a rabbit ﬁu:u/z/zmg the m’gﬂt o/[ the /L[[
moon. J]/ly mother to[,clms that the reason he orzl}/ ['iur:c{ to be 107 (wﬂm his /atﬁéz
had reached 112 ) was because he had tzip/zec{ over Duessa’s cat when dwnk. “She's
a woman to be wazy oﬁ " she had told me, ”r:s/)scia[@ L’/ Yyou want to come home
without growing an extra ear on the way. She can turn milk sour /uat @ umtc/;mg
e il e oot

TThis woman whom ﬂ'c{gwum up to think ofai a witch [it the [og ﬁw
while /u:mgsc{ on the edge of her um.g, tt‘aﬂzty bed. Fakes of snow 5&gm to scour
the wimlow, Like tce-cold gyss come to see who had dared step /oot in Dusssa’s
cottage. Ot was ﬂ:.[[ of strange and intenesti oﬂ,’scta: 9[’5145 appamhu &[[bwmg
noxious vapouts; a slzuﬁ[zd /b[afy/mu, teosohedral frisms; many other curios. A
cockroach would have scuried between my toes had O not been wazmbzg them above
the now g[azmg f;l'us.

Duessa was mul:tubzg uzcogaunt[y to /z'suz[f, le}j [’ooﬁbzg fov.
wmzt/;uzg The orz@ sign of her tmmense age, 17 oguwsa’, was this Lmdsnay to talk
to one as t'[ she was ta[é'uzg to /;r:ua['/: “This one Looks Eu'gﬁtzz than the [a.&t, s
what O %ougﬁt T heard hex mumble. “ Ot is time that the c,uut were done. TThe
wizard needs ﬂz[/} But as I[oz the manticore...”

These were the fzagmants that a /;F.au{, ny c[az[mg gocasta, as L/z)e old
woman retuned with a '@ot. T'm t:[[ing you this sxaatl_;/ as it Ka/z/)sn&cl, [ike a

sto'xy, /o'z EUER t/z’ouf//z' this is wz[_;j the l;zflfmz[ny, and even t/z’ouylz’ it (s ﬁa/)/)sn.iny to
me, O don't 'tza[l;/ want to believe it.

“So you think O'm a witch?’ she said. Ot wasn't a quzition, /'usf
wm&bging she said to the /[L'u, to the tza/zot, /zs-u’Za/u to me. gust as [ was
wonclzu'ng what to say in u/z[:y, and whether or not it was Aafs to aacz/zt what (7
tgouggt was het 951&117.5(1 offer of a cuppa, she f[ooz{sc{ the hearth with the contents o/
the fot and 5azsd at them za/zt@

”_ﬂf You want to /(Ln.c{ out the secrets o/ _,Mu.u{aa L [;sng, 9azuzg at
fge tea L’saum 5wa'zm£ng in tﬁe ﬁsazt/‘z, 9L'u£n9 them a loose- toothed .mu'[z, as i/[ she'd
said wmstﬁmg and seen 1omat/z’ing that /z['za.ua{ het a/:tsz all these Years. She [:egan
to utten instwuctions, which 0 wepeat here in case anyt/z'ing should /z'a./z/un to me. ﬂ/(
it :ﬂoufc{, 1 want you to ask gonafﬂan to continue the quzst. He'sa gooc{ [ad,
&Apitz the clothes he wears, with an adventurous soul and a wawn, [rave heart. 0
Ko/ze he's enjoying ftzg[anc{

"(_l/ou go down a centain /mtﬁ at mitﬁzigﬁt on a'/a[[owssn, " she said.
"(you go down it until You come toa cfsau’ng. (you draw a psntaafs, and stand
within it. (you shout @04./\/9@:@ PANTHRODULAM - She
'us/mata{ these words t/z"u'as, as i,[ tﬁ:ﬂ ﬁac{ some /wws'zﬂz[ ugru/[wa)us 7 u/ﬁsatsz{
them to /;.ez, 5£w99[£n9 to gzt the same intonation, images coming into ny mind that
35&015 it artong migﬁt mean death [{7 wtting in some gfoomy c[u.ngeon fot ten

usand asons, tovmented l;y creatures ﬁom the lower ﬁ.[a.nu. “ Ot be fzatﬁzl: " she
went on, hen m.ifzing, anclent volecs on[y /’Lut audible above the cacﬁ[mg /2'15. “(ys
as'nta.in@ tremble. The trees move around you. (you seE a patﬁ that stretches [o'z
miles. (yéu taks it, and the trees [ink avms behind you. There be hours of tineless
tuu@uzg until you coms actoss a geautiﬁ:.[[y Laid-out gaz([en and a small stone hut.”

on some teason, mention o/ that hut mads me sit up stral /z’f, cold sweat

z{u:nc/;w.g ny brow. Duessa continued to gnote me, cﬁppmg a skeletal ﬁngn into
the tea [eaves. She shoved some into the cotner of her JILGG[mg mouth.

“Ogus, " Duessa aJJsc[, gez volce fa.:[ing, zfzifting u/z the c/z'imnsy [u€e a
ifzi'ztt [:saum__g a zfying man. ”04114{ t/z,z camu'ga[:, " she m.umﬂfsd “d%u{ tj;& (D[a/
./V(an of e Sen... " 1] Kopm{ that she was /‘ust fa[[uzg m[sz/z, /o'z there was one Last
Doy S ated o b5 o,

She was. With that Duessa gzgan. to snone, her m:az-l:zampazmt, ﬂony
skull ust[ng on her /[at, Kaauing chest. :

She's been a.a[se/z foz over an hour, my r/az[mg gocmta, while 've been
comﬁoa’ tﬁis Letten to you. Tm [::acn'ng now to zx/:[ou: ./l/(u.u[ac in the way she
clsscuigj O shall [cave a note beside Duessa, m££n9 her to post this Letter to you.
a /L'o/ze: You o [[ml it in your heart to /[ozgiuz me fm nzL’:[eac{ing you about my
destination.

giue ny [ous to gonat/z’an. o4ml don’t wory. We'll be togstﬁzz again
s00n. _/V(y /om&it Love and Dee/z %ﬁmtion.

ryou't é’uz'z-[ouing o’-/us[:am[,
gsozge
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