
2 ?11 aay of tlie 11 tit montfi of tfie year 13 7 

'all"IC~V'P"erein is tfetaifea tfie oayssey of Fi.is Majesty Lora 'Britisfi as recorad by 
~mofi, scribe to tfie court of Lora 'Britisfi. 'Witfi us on tfiis journey into 
tfie uncfiartetf 'llnaerworU venture tfie /Qiigfits !ltrionis, Mericfin, 
(jeraci, Sfiaana, 'J{pi.n, ana ~in. 

l@l t tfawn, we set off on our sf.jjf aown tfie 1?.jver Maefstrom, east of Spiritwootf. 
~ 'Before tfie faffs, we pause to rememEer tfie brave men wfio aiscoveretf tfiis en· 
trance into tfie 'llnrferworU. 'Ilien we cast off ana repeat tfieir p{unge into tfie {igfit· 
Cess unaergrouna waterway. 'We fan{ our boat on tfie western sfiore of a great faf\?. 
'Ifu cavern '.s WW ceiCing fiangs cwse over us ana tfie fiumitfity is oppressive. 

!ltrionis ana (jeraci erect a wooaen sign commemorating our e.zyeaition. 'I1ie rest of 
us repair tfie aamage to our skjff inf{ictetf by tfie subterranean rapitfs tfiat carrietf 
us Ii.ere. 

'We emEarK_again, fo«owing a navigabCe stream soutfi. !ltfter a sfiort aistance, a 
tributary brancfies off to tfie east, but we continue soutfi. 'I1ie cavern waffs now 
tower above us, aimCy refCecting our torcfi{igfit. 

'I1ie current grows stronger ana tfie crasliing sauna of torturea water steatfiCy in­
creases. !ltbrupt{y, tfie river turns a sfiarp beruf. 'I1ie roar grows painju{[y wua as our 
sf.jjf careens tfown a great fa{{ !lt storage cask_brea~ wose antf /Qioc~ Mericfin out of 
tfie boat auring our faff 'I1ie sf.jjf fanas fwoaerf, but miracufuus{y uprigfit. 'We arag 
tfie unconscious Menain back.into tfie boat ana retrieve tfie cask., 9-fe revives as we 
row west, past a soutfiern tributary. 

'I1ie river swws as we arrive at anotfier fork., 'We continue nortfi, fi.ugging tfie water­
fiewn stone wa{[ on our rigfi.t. !lts tfie river swings back_ to tfie soutfiwest, we Ii.ear tfie 
sauna of approacfiing waterfaffs. Qy.ic((fy we fana tfie boat on tfie soutfi.ern sfwre. 
(jeraci sets off to e>;:pwre a promising passage tfirougfi tfie roe~ to tfie soutfieast. On 
returning, sfie reports tfiat tfie natura{ fissure swpes aownwara steep{y, but rejoins tfi.e 
river beyontf tfie treacfierous faffs. 'We portage our sf.jjf arountf tfie faffs witfi. CittCe 
aifficu{ty anrf are once again on our way. '11lfi.ife tfie aay wanes tfiousanas of feet 
a6ove us, tfie river empties into a ca{m {af\?, stretcfiing out beyonrf our sigfi.t into tfie 
murky gwom. 'We row soutfi by soutfieast, fo«owing tfie sfiore. 



Jl 11U1-fjfid scream, alieaiJy spUiili are our first omens nger. ea stare at t 
stern wfu.re, moments 6efore, tfu. raven liaired f<:.!iiglit Sliaana sat. '.Meritfin quicK.{y 
intones two words of magic, and tfu. Ca/(f. around us ~fudes in ligfi.t, Minding us mo­
mentarily. 'We see a fiideous e6ony creature, twice as large as our skjff witfi.Sfraana 
dutcfu.d in one ef its slimy tentacles. Jllreaay aozens ef yards away, it is retreating 
ten paces furtfu.r witfi. every fieart6eat. 

Lora 'Britisli strides to tfu. stern antf stretclies Ii.is arms towartf tlie receaing monstros­
ity. In a voice as ckar as crystal, in a tone as urgent as tfu. wintf, lie speaf;J seven 
words. 'We tfo not comprefu.na tfu.ir meaning, 6ut we witness tfu.ir impact. 'I1ie squitf 
creature puffs up suatfen[y. Jl wrencfi.ing noise tears tlirougli tfu. danl(_air. Jl large 
wave passes unaer our 6oat. 'I1ie squitf creature Fi.as 6een vanquislied. 'I1ie [iglit from 
'.Meridin '.s spe([ fatfes, ana new torcfies are lit to repCace tfi.ose aropped in panic. 
Sliaana, dragged from tfu. water, now skeps at lier place upon tfu. ooat '.s stern. Our 
k.J.ng rests afso, aeep in tfu. meditation ef tfu. virtues. 'We row on. 

'Eventua{{y, at tfu. soutfu.rn sfi.ore ef tfu. Cal(g., we fo[[ow tfu. westernmost of two itfen­
ticaUookj.ng streams. 'We e~(m-e several lana passages afung tfu. way, out tfu.y a[[ 
prove to oe aeaa ends. 'I1ie river turns nortfi, ffuws on a wfiik, ana tlien perversely 
turns soutfi. Our first tfay '.s journey ends at tliis juncture. 

~e awa/(g.n to a morning as aarl(_as tlie olac/(f.st of niglits. Our campfire is a 
LffJ aamp mound of coU asfies. 'I1ie undergrouna river Fi.as risen in tlie niglit, 
soak.J.ng tfu. meager supply of ary wooa we 6rougfit witfi us. 

Setting out upon tfu. waters again, we row soutfi. Scarcely an Fi.our passes oefore we 
come upon anotfu.r waterfa[[, one witfi no opportunities for portaging around. 'From 
tfie 6eacfi, fi.owever, we can see tfu. river resuming only a few yards oeyona tlie faffs. 
'Witli few options, we 6race ourselves ana steer over tlie faffs. Jls soon as we are 
riglitetf, tfi.ougli, tfu. coursing water turns a6ruptly ana we plunge aown anotlier fa[[. 
Sfia/(g.n ana oruisetf, tfu.group Fi.as 6are[y enougfi time to secure a firm grip on tlie ooat 
oefore we plunge tfown a tfi.ira cascaae. 

Jlfter a 6rief respite, we pass over a fourtfi., tfi.ougfi smaller faffs. 'Fina[[y, we pass 
into a sma[[, tranquif Ca/(f.. 'We Cana on tfu. soutfi sfi.ore ana e:r._amine tfu. area. 'ITiougfi 
a Carge fissure in tfu. diff wa«s provitfes a lana e~t to tlie soutfi, no naviga6k water­
way kaves tfu. cavern. 'ITiere is no cfi.oice: we sfi.ouUer our remaining provisions ana 
continue on foot tfirougfi tfu. fissure. 'I1ie rougfi ride over tfu. faffs Fi.as eliminated 



anotfier option: if we ever return to 'Britannia, it wif£ not 6e 6y retracing our steps. 

'llie patli leaving tfie cavern is at first swampy ana teaious to wa{k_upon, 6ut tfie way 
6ecomes easier as we leave tfie [a~ 6eliini. Soon tfie patli curves nortli again and we 
come upon a great cavern witli an uneven rocf~_ceiling many stories liigli. 'We are now 

wa[kjng on yeffuw grass-ti~ grawtfi. 

Jl movement 6y liis feet causes Jlrionis to fia{t. 'Before we can draw our weapons, a 
great leatfiery tentacle as tliick.._as a man s feg coils around Jlrionis tfien starts dragging 
fiim into its underground fair. !J{sJin drives liis deadfy main gaucfie into tfie tentacle. 
'lliick..green ffuid streams from tfie severed tentacle as it faffs away . .fits Jlrionis 
stum6fes to fiis feet, fie quic/(fy sliouts a warning. !J{sJin turns to sever a secona ten­
tacle just 6efore it ensnares fiim. Movement in tfie grass from wfiicli we liave just come 
indicates more tentac{ec{ monstrosities approacliing. 'We flee togetfier to tfie nortli side 
of tfie cavern, sfipping 6etween roe~ into a passage leading away to tfie east. 'Before 
{ong tfie passage turns and we fiead soutli again. 

Jlt tfie end of tfie passage, we Jina oursefves in a massive cavern. 'Ifie waffs ana ceil­
ing e~tena 6eyona tfie g{ow of our torclies. 'We wait in vain for our eclioes to return. 
It is difficu{t to fatliom a cavern so farge it stifles eclioes. 'We turn to tfie rig/it, liug­
ging tfie soutfiern wa{L 'Ifie stencli of a stagnant river fills tfie air . .fits we wa{k., tfie 
mud gives way to sani. 'MJien we liave Ceft tfie river miles 6eliind us, we encamp. 

l@l sliriek.._of pain awa~ns us after on{y a few liours of sleep. Meridin utters an 
~ oatli f o{[owd 6y two eerie sounds, ana a gris{y scene is revealer:£. 'Ifie k.._nigfit 
(jeraci is stantfing unsteadily, s{icing fier tfagger at s~eat worms tliat swarm around 
!ier, rearing up to stri~, wliife tfeft{y evading fier tfagger. Jfer Ceft arm is fieUf against 
fier cliest, in an attempt to stauncli tfie f{ow of 6{ootf from a gaping wountf. 

Lora 'Britisfi raises Ii.is staff antf utters an incantation. Jl tfeep cfii[{ tfescentfs mornen­
tarily, tfien tfie si;( worms forget tfieir prey antf assauft eacfi otfier witli unreasonetf 
fury. Meridin magica{{y tfraws out tfie worms' poisonous venom. 'We quic/(fy 6ina 
yeraci s arm, gatfier our gear, and resume our journey eastwartf along tfie soutfiern 
wa{L On{y two worms remain writliing in com6at as we tfepart. 

Jlfter tfie wa{{ fina{{y curves to tfie nortli, we ta~ a passage out of tfie cavern to tfie 
nortfieast. '!Tie trail is rocky, and wide enougfi for tfiree to wa{K_a6reast. '!Tie twins, 
!J{sJin and ~in, 6ringing up tfie rear, are tfie first to notice tfie farge, winger:£ creature 
,,,Jitfr mnHnf. hrrmm fr1r anrf,frnrn. uttd1;.atfv.il tafmu 'Ul!Utt 7~Jp_ stan tn fonk-. fi.ow-
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ever, it fCies off. :Half an fiour, Cater, we notice two of tfiese creatures, 6ut 6otfi fCg off 
again as we turn. Jin fiour Cater tfiree of tfiese ug{g creatures approacfi, fCying cCoser 
tlian tlie previous forays cfare{, 6ef ore veering off. 'We quid:~n our pace. 

'Ilie passage empties into a Carge grassy area witfi a fiigfi, eartlien ceiCing. Jls we stop 
to rest, a cfeafening crescencfo of screecfies lierafifs tlie invasion of a cfozen wingecf 
monsters. 'ITie avian terrors attack._ in force. J!rmour and sfJn is ripped from our 
6ack§. Our sworcfs swing, our cfaggers f(g, 6ut to no avail On{y two winged monsters 
are wounded tlien finisliea. 'ITie remaining ten cirde us furious{g as Lord 'Britisli 
sfiouts out worcfs of mystic command. :Four more attacK!rs are destroye{, 6ut many 
more of our party liave faUen . 

J!s I figlit, I see '.Mericfin from tlie corner of my eye. :He crawfs out of tlie fray and 
raises Ii.is arms. 'Before lief a«.s, lie gasps four worcfs. J1.. great fCame 6reak:§ out 6e­
tween liis outstretclied arms and surges forward. One 6y one, tlie Cast of tlie nigfit­
marisli creatures is consumecf witfi fCame . 'ITie Cargest 6at spirafs to tlie ground. 
Its 6urning carcass crasfies ne:ict to '.Mericfin 's corpse - a memmia£ fire to our 
great arcfimage. 

~ oday, tlie tfiree of us remaining 6uried tlie va{iant k..niglits Jlrionis, '.Mericfin, 
L!_J (jeraci, 1{pin, and 1{fiin, liere upon tlie underground 6attCefieU wliere tliey Jeff. 
'Tonwrrow we sfia{[ seek.:_ our way 6ack.. to our own worU; our disastrous quest liere 
is finislied. 

~ lie -wraiths came tliis mor"ing. 'Iliere were tfiree of tfiem. 'Iliey wa{~d 
~ tlirougli tlie stone. 'Iheir 6Cack._ness was deeper tlian tlie sliadows from wfiicli 
tfi ey emergecf. 5Icfvancing towarcfs Lord 'Britisli, tliey ignored Sliaana and myself. 
Lora 'Britisfi. lieU tfieir gazes, murmuring worcfs of Cife, lieaCing, and protection. S tia 
tliey advanced. One raised its fianc{, pointing at our Cord. 'Ilien a siCver 6oCt struck.:_ our 
irninorta{ fJng am[ lie fe{{ to tlie stony eartfi. 

Sfi.aana was frozen, transf~d. I stum6Ced forwar{, 6ut wlien I touclied tliat cCoaK., I 
sfi.rank._6acf( J"ore6oding wasliecf over me. 'Iliey took.our Cord witfi. tfi.em. I was pow­
erCess to stop tliem. I am afraid we a{[ are. 


