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Graphics 

scale, this defines how big the picture will be in eighths of it~ 
original size. type [4 ENTER] to draw it at half its original 
size . Do the same for the following: 

PWT 21.58 
PWT 60,74 
PWT 103,61 

GOSUB 0 scale 5 
GOSUB 0 scale 3 
GOSUB 0 scale 4 

And to demonstrate errors: 

PWT 128,170 GOSUB 0 Bcale 0 

Scale 0 actually means full size, not zero eighths! The error 
which was generated has left the drawstring pointer before the 
command which cauaed the error, in this case the GOSUB. There 
would appear to be no w~ to delste this without plotting further 
down and BO on . In fact [GRAPH) (fCAPS SHIFT) & [9] on a 48K) 
will DELETE the NEXT command. You might, as well [DELETE) the PWT 
as well. 

Note that at the end of an edit. it is possible for you to still 
have commands above the drawstring pointer that you do not want. 
You can ensure these are removed by holding down DELETE NEXT 
([GRAPH) for a while. 

Return to the main menu and select Process table 1 (48K owners 
will need to load an overlay). Amend the • * entry to contain 
MODE 3 3 LINE 16 before the GOTO 2. The MODE action selects the 
way the screen operates . Mode 3 i~ a fixed graphic area (any text 
displ~ved will not remove it) - the second 3 tells PAW not to 
change the border colour and to print "More .. " when a screenfull 
of text. has been displayed . LINE 16 tells PAW where the first 
line of text is to be displayed. 

Finally use test adventure (again 481( owners will need to load an 
overl~) to see your picture in action . It will be displayed the 
first time you visit the path, but not on subseqllent visits, This 
is known as normal mode for graphiCS. It is also possible to 
select On and Off which always draw,and never draw the graphics 
respective~v. These options can be selected using FICS NORM, PICS 
ON and PICS OFr - those entries we didn't explain in Response' 

,You must make the decision as to whether to allow the player to 
switch between options during the game or to force a single 
method at the start . 
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End of the road 

End of the road 

We hope that the above tutorial has provided " an insight i nto som 
of the many powerful facilities of the Professional Adventur 
Writer. Now it is time for you to expand your knowledge of th 
system by using it! You will find a complete list .of Cond~cts an 
flags in the quick reference guide. The Technlc~l GUlde an 
Notebook supplied will provide an exact speclfication 0 

everything that PAW contains, plus many hlnts and tips on 
variety of subjects. These wl11 form pretty essential - if 
li tt Ie heavy - read 1 ng '.hen wr 1 t ing mo re advanced game s. 

Finally you will find a small game in database form on th 
cassette after the overlays called "TEWK", which should be loade 
using option J on the main menu (after saving your database c 
course!). Looking through this should provide you with some mor 
ideas on giving your game an individual look. 

What should I do next? 
HAVE FUN! 
OK 

Tim Gilberts - November 1990 
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Introduction 

Introduction 

'Nelcome to the world of adventure writing ... 

The Professional Adventure Writer (or P.A.W. as it is more 
commonly known) provides you with the facilities to produce high 
qual~ty graphic adventures (in machine code) of equal or better 
quallty than many commercially available. 

PAW will provide you with the basic framework for writing a game, 
but it is still up to you to provide an imaginative storyline and 
original puzzles. 

This manual provides a tutorial covering its use in constructing 
an adventure and we would recommend you work your way through 
this manual and its accompanying examples before attempting a 
game of your own. 

Good luck ... 

A great deal of time and effort has been put into ensuring PAW 
deals with all conceivable situations in a logical and useful 
manner this has resulted in a complex program of some 20K in 
size, and it is entirely possible that somewhere deep within the 
code a few well hidden bugs remain, indeed a well known quote 
states that; "Testing only proves the presence of bugs not thei r 
absence". If you should find a problem please tell us'so that we 
can correct it if necessary. 

All due care has been exercised in the preparation of these 
manuals and their accompanying programs, however the authors and 
Gilsoft International Ltd assume no responsibility for errors 
omissions or suitability of their contents for any application: 
Nor do '.e assume any liability · ... hatsoever for damages resulting 
from their use. This disclaimer does not affect your statutory 
rights. 
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Getting Started 

Gett1I18 Started 

If you have purchased a Disc or Microdrive version of PAW please 
see t he extra instruction sheet supplied for loading details. 

The cassette supplied contains the main PAW program on side 1 , 
this program is the same for both 4BK and 12BK users. 

Insert cassette in t he recorder and type:-

LOAD "" then press ENTER and PLAY on tape deck. 

or on 12BK use the load option from the start up menu, note t hat 
loading PAW in 4BK mode on a 12BK spectrum will make it assume it 
is a 4BK ve rsion, it is usually preferable to load PAW in 12BK 
mode. 

PAW will display a start up screen when loaded which shows its 
current version number (a letter followed by a two digit number 
e.g. A01) Also s ho wn are two address' in decimal "hich will be 
required if you wish to write your own BAS IC or machine code 
additions to PAW - details in t he technical guide. 

Pressing any key will cause the main menu to be displayed ... 

'Nithin this tutorial any input that may be required by PAW is 
shown enclosed in brackets e.g. [A 1 BAG], if the surrounding 
text requires t he entry to be made type exactly what is within 
the brackets - includin~ ~ spaces - but not the brackets 
themselves. Several speci KeYs are shown by using their name in 
capitals (upper case), e .g. ENTER,CAPS SHIFT etc do not type 
these i n full, just press the required key (or combination of 
keys) . 

Note: If you have a cassette version of PAW and require a Disc or 
Microdrive version see the ' section on Upgrades at the end of this 
manual. 

Any communication regarding PAW should be directed to:-

Gilsoft 

2 Park Crescent, 
Barry , 
South Glamorgan, 
CF6 BaD. . 
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Concepts 

Concept .. 

It is probably a good idea at this stage t o ; ntr odu cp. some of the 
more important concepts which PAW e mb odies ill '~ nesign. 

Overlays 

For ma ny years it hils bp.en co mm on prll ct ice for ve ry ',r', e 
programs on dis c based ma chines to be spltt into two o r m or ~ 
parts which are then loaden liS r e qui red. Th is syste m hns not 
been featured e rea tly on tape software due to t.he seriol nat ure 
of tape storage . PAW 1.lses /I very simple form of overlay to allow 
maximum fr ee memory on b ot h 1 28 K and 48K spectrums whi c h i s 
quick and easy to use. The syste m uses the free mem ory availAble 
o n each ma chine to sto r e the overlays until such time as that 
memory is req uired and/o r ove rwri tten , they a re th e n pullpd in 
from cassette as required. On a 1 28K spectr um you wtll n ot n eed 
to wor ry about overlays until the last 1 6 K is rp.qui r eti (i.e. 
after you have writt e n a game about 9 2 K lonp,!) . 0 0 a 48 K the 
overlays wil l co me into play when you need to use eraphics o r 
have entered about 1 6K of pr og ram. The tutorial in thi.~ manUAl 
does not need to use overlays so their use is clefer r ed tin til a 
later chapter. 

lIellory Paging 

The 1 28K spectrum uses a system kn o wn as paging to prov ide its 
extra memory, diagram 1 should help to visualize the arrange me nt 
where the top 16K of memory csn be shuffled al o ng like a slide in 
a projector to present one of five 'pages to th e co mput e r whi c h 
ca n only 'see' 64K at anyone time. 

Diagram 

48K Ove rlay 1 28K 
-- --- ------- 0 

v 
e 

Free Free Free Free Free r 
1 
a 
y 

0 1 3 4 6 7 

----- - ------ Note that pages 2 & 5 are the memory 
Database area where PAW is located and are thus 

unavailable. Note also that mem ory 
PAW shown as t ove rlay I will be used by 

PAW if required (aee ave rlay section) • 
System 
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Concepts 

Dstabases 

PAW sto res y our game in a 'database' (a collection of tables and 
info rmati on which define the game you are writing). Initially the 
da tabase is very small with only the words and commands common to 
eve ry g am e a l r e sdy def i ned. This database gradually uses th e area 
of me mory s hown as free on diagram 1. PAW can also make use of 
th e other pag e s, but, on a 48K spectrum the extra pages are not 
available and you will thus not be allowed to try and use them. 
This als o me ans that if you are writing on a 128K spectrum and 
yo u want your gam e to run on both a 48K and 128K spectrum you 
must not u s e any page other than the main page (page 0). 

Paraer 

Bac k to scho o l for this bit:-

parae v . t. t o classify a word or analyse a sentence in terms of 
g rammar. parsing n. (Minate r English dictionary) 

PAW feature s a fairly powerful parser to convert what the player 
t y pes when playing your adventure into a series of simplified 
' Log i cal Sentences' (LS'a) to which you will have defined the 
re s ponses. The parser does this by extracting 'phrases ' from the 
i nput str i ng o ne at a time and allowing the rest of PAW to 
interpret their meaning. Phrases are separated by any punctuation 
mark and the conjugations 'AND' or 'THEN' (Although you can 
change this if required), when it runs out of phrases in the 
current input atring it will request another. A phrase consiats 
of at least a Verb (a doing word!) and optionally two Nouns 
(words which name objects) possibly with associated Adjectives 
(which describe objects), an adverb (which modifies the verb), a 
preposition (shows the relation of one Noun with snother word) 
snd finally a string enclosed in quotes which is used for speech 
to other charac ters in the adventure. 

'rile Ilenus 

Fr om the main me nu (displayed after pressing a key on the title 
p a ge) you can selec t all of the options in PAW by typing a single 
l e tter (in capitals) followed by ENTER, this letter is usually 
the first letter of the option to allow you to easily remember 
them (they are of course always displayed anyway). The main menu 
is split into two parts and option E allows you to switch between 
them, the menu displayed initially shows all the functions 
related to writing the game, i f you now type [E ENTER] - i.e. 
Capital E and the ENTER key. The other menu should be displayed 
which contains all the options related to saving loading and 
testing your game. (also the character designer and text 
compressor which are dealt with later in the manual.) If you 
should ge t the message 'Load ave rlay?' you have selected aD 
option which requires an overlay to be loaded so type [N ENTER] 
to ge t back to the ma in me nu as we don't need these ju et ye t. 
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The Edit Line 

This i s very s i milar t o the e d ito r pro vi d e d by the I NP UT c omm a nd 
in BASIC, you CRn UBe the cursor LEFT and RIGHT keye t" m ~ v. 
throu,h "nyth1ns YOII t yrO;, "not J)~r' !TPl ~., d,, <l pt .. th .. "" .. r"~ ~ .. r t<> 
the left of the curs o r as usual. EDIT must be r re ss e d twi c e ( o r 
held down until it r e peat s ) to clear anything YDU h~ve typed and 
cursor DOWN preBR@1 tWi C6 (or h@ld d o ~n!) to ab~nd 5n thG cu !r~ n t 
t ext (this is different to clearing th e text as it will leave a ny 
text y ou ma y he ed i t i n g un c hang o d in th e databa8e ) . 

Free "e,"ory 

Option F on the ma i n me nu will s ho w ho w mu c h me mo ry re mai ns f ree 
in ea c h page yO ll ha v e a v a ilAble (I.e . only pa ge 0 wi JIbe 
displ a yed on a 4 8 K spec trum. ) In a d~iti o n i t also ~h o w ~ t h e 
highest lo c ation and messa ge u se d s o far, th e r e a so n for thi s 
wonderfully use ful bi t of informa tio n will he ex pln i n e d in mo r e 
detail later. Pres s in g an y ke y wi ll r e turn you to t h e ma in mc n u. 

Saving, Verifying and Loading the database 

Obvi ously y ou will not be abl e to f i n i sh t y ping in n ga me in only 
one s: s~i o n, " .nd i nd e e~ y o ~ sh o uld n o t att e mpt t o ~ nt e r l a r ee 
qUAntlt1 e s o f 1nformat 10 n 1n on e go as an y i nt e rrupt io n to t h e 
power stlpp l y (or f a ul t in t h e co mpu te r) c an cause t h e l o~s of a 
lot o f hard wo rk! Th e s a opti o ns all o w j u st t h e conte n ts o f t h n 
dataha se o f informat io n t o be sto r e d o n t a p e i n a 'f i l e ' 
(colle cti on o f informat ion o r data ) And r ec all e d a t a ny t i me . 

Select i ng option S will r e ques t a fil e n a me t o s ave the dat B ho~ e 
under, this should be meaningful and us p. full y co uld contain a 
versi o n number, e.g. DEMOO!. The da t a hase wil l then be save d in 
se veral parts (PAW sa ve s tw o fil es per p a g e , chlln Bi n g th e l as t 
letter of the name t o A, B,C e tc f o r eac h fi le u se d ). 

Option H (Ve rify) will a l l o w a datab ase jus t save d t o be ch ecke d 
against the one in mp. mory - i f a t ap e e rr o r sh o uld b n re p o rt e d 
then the database should be r e sav e d wi th opt io n S ont o a 
differe nt tape if necessary. 

Finally option J wi ll r e qu e s t t h e n a me o f a ~a t llhR Ae f i l e to 
all o w 8 databp.s a s ave d p"e vi ousl y t o be r e l o a oa d i nt o rAW 
o ve rwriting any d a t a bas e alr e ady pr e sent. S hou l d YO Il g ~ t a~ 
~rror du~ing th e load i n g o f a dat a bAse, the dat a ba se are a wi ll be 
corru pt (Le. not in the form PAW l i kes! ) and the o nly ~ a f e 

option to use io J until a oatahas e iA succesAfully l o aeled, allY 
other ortions may c a u se damall 9 t o the PAW pr og ram i t ae lf 
neces " itnt i ng a r e lo a d. 

RUJ,E: Sava y our database r e gularly ont o diff"re nt tqpes so th a t 
you alw ay" h8.ve a r e ooo nably lip to dat. e " " r a ion "h oulrl di s aste r 
strike. 
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Writing an adventure 

Writing an adventure 

Now the fun starts ... 

Planning 

Planning your game is very important if you want to create a 
professional result, it is no use sitting at the machine and 
typing away in fits snd starts as you wait for inspiration! You 
will merely entangle yourself in a maz e of numbers and words with 
no rec ourse but to start from scratch anyway . 

To illustrate the recommended approach to writing an adventure we 
will consider the design and development of a simple game from 
initial idea to final testing. 

Re me mber to save your database regularly!!! 

Getting an Idea 

This is always the hard est psrt of creating anything! An original 
story lin e can provide a game with sn interest whi c h rescuing a 
princess will probably not evoke in a modern adventurer. 

Subjects for adventures are all around in many day to day 
actions, i n exotic places around the world and out of this world! 

If you decide to base a game on a book or film you have enjoyed 
snd in tend using it commercially mske sure you have obtained 
permission from the original author or copyright owners. 

For our sample we will use s simple problem which besets a 
passenger on his/her way home:-

While standing on the bue stop the passengers' ticket blows away 
in th e bre eze and is carried away by a small bird into an 
adjacent park, the computer will play the part of the passenger 
who you must direct to find the ticket before the bus arrives. 

Game design 

Now you have the idea, it is worth drawing a rough sketch of the 
area the game will take place within as we have done in diagram 2 
(well actually our artist drew it ... ). 

Note that any game design ought to be within a logically enclosed 
area or the player will wonder why they can't go in a direction 
when nothing appears to bar the way. 

An adventure consists of a number of 'discrete ' that is separate, 
'locations' or places , the player can visit. Yqu must now decide 
which areas can become a location and number them individually. 

to 
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Writing an adventure 

Try to make th e scale consistent or logical (unless the ga me is 
illogical by intent!) as a sing l e step to an airport earlier 
described as 10 miles away doesn't help the impression of 
realism, you can introduce a method of transport such as a taxi 
e tc if needed. Now location 0 is always reserved as a title 
screen for a g ame and we want iocation 1 for a special use later 
s o we number the locations from 2 upwards. 

For our example we have chosen 7 locations as follows:-

2 The Bus stop. 
3 On the Grass. 
4 By the Bench. 
5 The Bandstand . 
6 The Ornamental Pond . 
7 By the Tree . 
8 Up the Tree ! 

To clarify the layout and to work out the possible movements 
diagram 3 is a block diagram showing a sty l ized map of the game . 

Diagram 3 

Up Tree Ban dstand 

8 5 

I I 
By Tree By Bench Bus stop 

'--
7 4 2 

I 1 
By Pond On Grass North 

6 3 i 

Now we can start to write the textual description of each 
l ocation, try not to make them a dry and uninte r esting monologue 
on the state of the nation, shor t and snappy is just as e f fective 
in creating sn atmosphere if a litt l e imagination is b r ought to 
bear . Re member to stick to one form of a ddress ( ' I' o r 'Y o u ' 
usually) or the p l ayer will suffer a seriou s identity cr is is. 
Note that if you u s e ' You' as a f orm of address you will n eed to 
change the system messages, see the technical guide fo r details . 
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StArt Typ ing 

Select option L on the main menu for Locations [L . ENTER] i. e. 
Press L in capitals followed by ENTER. A small sub-menu will be 
displayed whic h shows the options available to deal with enter i ng 
and amending location descriptions. All the menus in PAW are 
laid out in a similar way so we will examine these options a 
l i t tle more closely, see o ne menu you've seen them all' 

Locstion Text 

Insert a Text 
Begin new Page 
Amend a Text 
Print 
LPrint 
Me in me nu 

Should now be displayed o n your s c reen . 

Anything you type will appear at the bott o m o f the screen a s 
usual , the areas i n inverse give you an indi c ati o n of what you 
must type to achieve t he function shown on the right of the li n e . 
Take for example option P, type in [p ENTER] and you s hould se e 
the description of location 0 (location 0 always exists as it 
simplifies the operation of PAW) on the screen . I t de monstrates 
the inc l usion of colours etc with i n text t o highlight certain 
words. The text that exists howeve r, must be replaced wi th our 
introductio n for the example adventure, so we need to 'ameno ' it. 

Press any ke y to ge t back to the sub-menu and type in [A 0] -
don't forget the space bet wee n A an d O. This form of entry or 
' syntax' is displayed on the line 'A locno . ' i.e. you must type A 
fo llowed by a space followed by the LOCation Number you wish to 
amend . Pressing [ENTER] will cause the current text for locatio n 
o to be displaye d with the cursor displayed at t h e end for 

rOSSible editing. Now we want t o clear the entire entry , so press 
EDIT] (C APS SHIF T a 1 on a 48K spectrum) t wice. You now h ave a 

b l ank entry to work with, note that if you press Cursor DOWN 
t wice now yo u will abando n t h e c h anges and an 'error' report will 
be displayed i n the lower s creen (whenever a report is dis p l ayed 
in the lower sc r ee n , pressi ng any key wil l return you to the last 
used menu) a nd the original text will remain. You can try that if 
you like and then a mend ([A 0 ENTER EDIT EDIT]) again. 

Th e t ext " e wi l l use for the i n troduction screen is goi n g to 
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Start Typing 

include some colour to brighten up the title, so type eleven 
spaces [ ]- which will put the title in the centre of 
the line. Next press [EXTENDED MODE] (SYMBOL 8: CAPS SHIFT on a 
48K spectrum). The keys from 0 to 7 will now provide the paper 
(or backg round) colours which are available, we want ths title on 
a Red background so press [2]. Now type in the title which is 
[The Ticket]. Next the original paper colour must be restored 
(Black) so press [EXTENDED MODE] again and type [0]. 

We need to put a blank line between the title and the text, we 
c an't press ENTER because this finishes the edi t, so we need an 
'Extended Screen Control Code' these are codes from 0 to 7 which 
serve a variety of purposes within PAW. ESCC 7 provides a 
newline, to enter an ESCC you need to use a 'quirk' in the 
ed i tor, as follows; first press [EXTENDED MODE] and select colour 
White (L e . type [7]) next press [DELETE] once which deletes the 
paper contr o l but leaves the number - you guessed it 7! so the 
c ursor jumps t o the start of the next line. Do this again to give 
a blank line and type in the remainder of the introduction as 
f o llow s , don't sttempt to stop words breaking over lines as PAW 
d oe s this automatically when the game is running (i.e. It formats 
the text): 

[While standing on the _bus sto~ my bus ticket has been blown 
away, can you help me find it?J 

When you have finished press [ENTER] ,to finish the edit and then 
anykey as requested to return to the sub-menu. You can use option 
P to look at your text if you like, but note that it is not yet 
formatted, this is done only while playing the game. 

If you have a printer you might like to try option L wh i ch 'Line 
Prints' the text, if this causes the computer to 'hsng' or appear 
to do nothing press [BREAK] (CAPS SHIFT 8: SPACE on a 48K 
Spectrum) to get back to the menu then refer to the technical 
guide for further information on printers. 

Option I on the menu allows a new location to be created within 
the game, it has no number following it because PAW automatically 
assigns the next available location number. Now we wanted 
location 1 for a special purpose which we will explain later 
(good these secrets aren't they!) so just type [I ENTER], you 
will now have a blank location available for use so just press 
[ENTER] again (and any key) to return to the sub-menu. , 

Now type [I ENTER] again to 'insert' location 2, and type in the 
following text to describe it. Note that the spaces between 
" •. a road .. " and " .. South. To .. " will occur exactly at the start 
of new lines, due to the text formatting you must still type the 
spaces or the formatter will think the two words are one long 
word - the spaces will be 'suppressed' (removed) by the formatter 
where required when the text is printed during the game. 
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BOLK: Always type the spac e be tween two words o r between a full 
stop and the ' start of the next sentence, even if thet spa ce i s et 
the start of a new screen line. It will be suppressed by th e 
formatter if required. 

The text for location 2 is as follows: 

[I'in standing by a bus stop, on a roa,d which runs North t o 
South. To the West a park gate set in iron railings stands 
open. ] 

Right got that little lot in. Press [ENTER] to fini ,sh the edit 
and return to the sub-menu. From now on we will omit the 'ENTER' 
assuming that you are r e membering it anyway. Besides it saves 
our typing finge r. 

Now might be a good time to demon s trate a natty little feature 
which prevents you entering invalid commands on menus . Try typing 
in [I 3 ENTER] (well one more reminder won't hurt). You should 
now have a flashing question mark after the 3 along with the 
cursor. PAW has checked the 'syntax' (remember that?) and 
discovered that no number is needed after the Insert option. The 
cursor will always be positioned as close to the problem as PAW 
can get - in this case a single press of [DELETE] will suffice' to 
get rid of the offending number (don't worry about the space as 
PAW ignores any superfluous ones). Now [ENTER] will provide you 
with e blank entry for location 3. The text required for this 
and the remaining locations is shown below, so using your new 
found knowledge type in the descripti on then insert and enter the 
remainder of the locations. Note that the []'s have been omitted. 

Location 3 

The grass on which I stand is neatly trimmed. To the North 
is a path and bench while to the West is an ornamental 
pond. 

Location 4 

I am on a gravel pa th running East to West, by a park bench. 
To the South is a grassy area while to the North I can see 
a bandstand. 

Location 5 

I am standing on the bandstand which appears to be made o f 
ornate cast iron painted white. To the South is a path. 

Location 6 

The sun glitters on the surface of the ornamental pond, 
whose weters ripple in the gentle breeze. A path runs North 
towards a large tree, while to the East is a grassy area. 
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start Typing 

Location 7 

The path curves South and East here beside a large tree. 

Location 8 

I am sitting on a branch in a broad leaved tree, the park 
is spread out before me, to the East I can see the bus stop 
through the gate in the railings. 

Use [p] to check what y ·ou have typed. when the screen fills up 
with text you will see "More •• :' printed in the lower part of the 
s c reen, pressing any key except BREAK, SPACE or N at this point 
will cause another screen full of text to appear and so on until 
the final 'Press any key' is reached. BREAK, SPACE or N will 
cause a 'BREAK' error and allow you to exit the listing. 

Great now we have a collection of locations, but no way to get 
from one to the other! 

That leaves two options to di scuss; B is to begin a new memory 
page on 128K machines - do not do that at the moment as the demo 
game will fit easily onpageO. The option is dealt with in the 
chapter on 128K considerations in the technical guide. 

So we use the last option, Z which it should be obvious takes us 
back to the main menu, so type [Z ENTER] (oops another ENTER!). 

Connections 

Select option C from the main menu, type [C], and you will be 
presented with a sub-menu again similar to that for locations. 
Notice that entries can be Amended (A), Printed (p) or Line 
Printed (L) only, the reason is that PAW inserts a blank entry in 
the connections table every time you insert a location. If you 
use option P to look at the table, type [pJ. you will see the 
blank entries for locations a to 8 . 

Looking back at our map we can see the interconnections required 
between the locations, for location 2 (the bus stop) we need a 
single movement WEST which will take the player to location 4. 

So type [A 2] to amend the entry for location 2 and type [WEST 4] 
which instructs PAW that when the player types the word West when 
in location 2 they are to be moved to location 4! 

If you now use option P to examine the entry (note that [p 2] 
will print only the entries from location 2 onwards) you will 
discover that it looks something like:-

16 

Location 2 
etc 

W TO 4 

Start Typing 

This is because PAW knows that 'w ' is synonymous with ' WEST' (A 
synonym is a word which means the same) and PAW will always use 
the shortest synonym it knows when printing (indeed it will also 
use it if you amend the entry a second time). 

For location 3 (the grass) we need three connections:-

NORTH to 4, WEST to 6 and NorthWest to 7 . 

'NW' is the word paw understands for No rthWest so amend the entry 
for location 3 by typing [A 3] and type in the following exactly 
as printed (again we have omitted the []'s and will do so in 
future for entries that are displsyed on a line of their own): 

NORT 4 WEST 6 NW 77 

when you press [ENTER], PAW will place the flashing 'syntax 
marker' after 'NORT' because it does not know the word, add the 
[H] to make it 'NORTH' and press [ENTER] again, this time the 
marker will be displayed after the 77 because PAW d oes not know 
of a location 77 (in fact there are no locati o ns higher than 8 
yet in our game) this is another example of the syntax checker at 
work, it will usually prevent you entering silly or illegal 
information. So delete one of the sevens by pressing [DELETE] and 
press [ENTER] to complete the edit. 

The remaining connections are as foll o ws (in abbreviated form to 
save you some typing) :-

Location 4 N 5 E 2 S 3 SW 6 W 7 
Location 5 S 4 SW 7 
Location 6 N 7 NE 4 E 3 
Location 7 U 8 NE 5 E 4 SE 3 S 6 
Location 8 D 7 

'D' and 'u' are short for DOWN and UP respectively to allow the 
player to go up and down the tree (SW is SouthWest, NE is 
NorthEast and SE is SouthEast!). 

Finally amend the entry for location a so thst a movement will 
take us to location 2 where we start the game (there is a better 
way than this which needs a table we haven't come across .let so 
is best left till later). Typing [A a ENTER NORTH 2 ENTER J f r om 
the sub-menu will achieve the required effect. 

Check these thoroughly against the map and the list and when you 
are happy that they are correct, reward yourself with s cup of 
tea after saving the database for safety. Just to remind you; use 
option Z to return to the main menu and option S from there to 
save the current database (you can also use option E to see the 
other main menu if you want.). 
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Playing the Caae 

A suitable time has now arrived to tryout the game. The option 
t o test the game is T on the mein menu, if you now select it, by 
typing [T], you will be asked whether you require diagnostics, 
f o r the moment just type [N ENTER] (oops, snother one of those 
ENTERs) for no, as we don't know what diagnostics are, and indeed 
don't need them yet. 

Now you should have the title screen you typed in earlier along 
wi th a request for input displayed. The input line is used to 
ent e r the commands for PAW to interpret into things to do, 
a cc ording to the informstion you have entered when writing your 
game. So far we have only told it about where to take us when a 
ce rtain dire c tion is entered, so try starting the game properly 
by typing [NORTH] (or whatevsr direction you used in the 
c o nnection table entry for location 0) and pressing [ENTER]. 
(DELETE on the input line will allow you to correct any 
mistake s). 

The screen will clear and the description for location 2 will 
appear - if it doesn't you probably have the entry in Connections 
wrong, don't worry you can go back to ths editor by typing [QUIT] 
(which is a command PAW knows to start with) and replying [Y]; 
you do wsnt to quit and [N]; you don't want to try again. Use the 
c onne c t ions t sb Ie opt ion to che ck and amend the entry as 
necessary. 

You can now . try moving between your locations, testing the 
possible moves (make a note of any which are wrong so that you 
c an correct them upon returning to the editor). 

You might also like to try some of the other commands which PAW 
knows, e.g. R or REDESCRIBE will display the location description 
again - which is useful if a lot of text has hsen output and the 
descr i ption lost. I or INVENTORY will list the 'ohjects' you are 
carrying , you will be carrying one object to start with but will 
be able to do noth i ng with it. 

You are probably dying to see the parser in action hy now (why 
not?) so if you work your way back to the hus stop and enter the 
following line you will get a flying visit round the game! 

GO WEST THEN NORTH THEN SW THEN UP AND DOWN THEN SOUTH 
AND EAST THEN NORTH THEN EAST. INVENTORY 

By the way [W.N.SW.U.D.S.E.N.E.I] will have the same effect but 
doesn't look half as impressive ... 

Right back to the boring bit, QUIT from the game as shown 
previously so that we can deal with the ne~t chapter in this 
sag a. 
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Objects 

Objects are anything which the player can manipulate wi thin the 
game, for example; An apple which they could eat, a k ey which 
they could use to unlock a door, or a rucksack to c onta i n the key 
and the apple! 

In our simple game we will have the following obje c ts (n ot all o f 
which have a function in the final game). 

Obje c t 0 A lit to r ch . 
Object 1 A bag. 
Object 2 A sandwi c h. 
Object 3 An apple. 
Obj e ct 4 A ticket. 
Object 5 A lesd. 
Object 6 An anorak . 
Object 7 An unlit t o rch. 

Note that the torch is in fact two separate ob j e c t s whic h we wi ll 
swap over when the player turns it on and off. 

Option a from the main menu as you migh t have guessed i s used t o 
enter the descriptions of the obje c t s in a very simil a r way t o 
how we entered our location descriptions, select the opti o n by 
typing [0]. Yo u mi ght not be surpr i sed either to f i nd that an 
object 0 already exists if you use option P to list them. Enter 
the above descriptions - remember t o use [A 0] for the first one 
as it already exists - pe rhaps using a different Ink colour, sal; 
Cyan (selected by [EXTENDED MODE] and holding down [CAPS SHIFTJ 
while pressing key [5]). Don't for!!et t o turn the col our back t o 
white (press [EXTENDED MODE] then LCAPS SHIFT] & [7]) at the e nd 
of each text. 

Back to the main menu so that we can t e ll PAW all a bo u t our new 
objects . Option I allows us to define wher e e ach obj ec t will 
initially be when the adventure starts, so s e l e ct the opt i on and 
the sub-menu to deal with initial position of o bj ec ts will be 
displayed, similarly to connections there is no option to insert 
as this is done by PAW automatically when you insert an object. 
Notice that Amend has two 'parameters' the object number and it's 
position and that this position has several special values (which 
are non existent l ocations); 252 is 'not-created', i.e. does n o t 
yet exist within the game. 253 is used to 'contain' obje c ts worn 
by the player, while objects carried by the player are contained 
in location 254. 

For example we want to make the lit torch a 'not-created' object 
(it was 'carried' in the start database) so type [A 0 252] and 
the message "Amended'" will be printed to show that PAW has 
completed the task. 
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The remainder of the initial positions are as follows, so amend 
each in turn but don't try and type in the comments. Use option P 
to ensure the positions are correct when you finish. 

Object 1 2 ;the bag start s off at the bus stop 
Object 2 254 ;the playe r is carrying the sandwich 
Object 3 254 land the apple 
Object 4 8 ;the ticket is up the tree •• 
Object 5 3 ;the lead on the grsss. 
Object 6 253 ;the player is wearing the anorak. 
Object 7 254 land carrying the unlit torch. 

Next we need to tell PAW some more about the objects, their 
relative weight, if they are capable of containing other objects 
and if the player can wear them! Type [Z] to return to the main 
menu and select option X (xtra info??), by typing [X], this 
selects the object weight menu which also allows us to set the 
other two object 'attributes' (container/wearable). You may not 
be surprised by now to find that PAW has created an entry in this 
table for all the objects inserted earlier. It in fact inserts an 
entry which makes all objects weigh 1 unit, not be a container 
and not be wearable this is known as an objects' 'default ' 
attributes. PAW allocates default values to everything even if 
that entry is 'null' (nothing). 

We need to amend only the anorak and bag attributes as the player 
is able to 'wear' the anorak (in fact the player is doing this 
when the game commences) and the bag will be able to 'contain' 
other objects. In addition the bag and anorak are 'heavier' 
relatively than the other objects and will have their default 
weight changed to 3 units each. 

The A to amend an entry is followed by three values; the object 
number, the unit weight of that object and finally it's attribute 
options which are; a-none, I-a container for other objects, 2-the 
player may wear (and remove) it and 3-a container which may be 
worn (and removed), (e.g. a pair of jeane which have a pocket). 

So for our bag (object number 1) which is a container weighing 
three units we need to type LA 1 3 1] (not forge tting the 
spaces) . The anorak has no pockets (well ours hasn't anyway!) but 
it can be worn/removed ao the entry is [A 6 3 2]. 

Now use option P to examine the new entries which should . be:-

Object a we ighs 1 
Object 1 weighs 3 C ;C means a container 
Object 2 weighs 1 
Object 3 weighe 1 
Object 4 weighs 1 
Object 5 weighs 1 
Object 6 weighs 3 WR ;WR means Wear or Remove 
Object 7 weighs 1 
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You might like to test the adventure again now to ensure that all 
the objects are where they should be, but note you will not be 
able to do anything with them yet, we still have to tell PAW what 
word describes each object. (it may be a suitsble time to do 
another savs of the database now but ensure it is on a fresh 
section of tape and use the next filename number if you are 
numbering the versions.). 

Vocabulary 

This is a major table and to reflect this the menu is rather more 
complex than any you have met so far. Note that most of the text 
is merely reminding you of various options that are available and 
thus isn't really as complex as it looks at first. 

The vocabulary is a list of all the words which PAW is able to 
recognize in any input the player types in during the game. Thus 
any words which aren't in this table will have no effect at all! 
Initially the vocabulary contains about 70 common English words 
which will be required for most adventures. 

Each entry for a word consists of up to five letters whi c h will 
either be a complete word e.g. NORTH or the first five letters of 
a longer word e.g. ASCEN(D). a word value and a word type (e.g . 
Noun, Verb etc). 

The use of only five letters to store a word reduces the amount 
of memory required to store the entire vocabulary, the amount of 
typing the player must do and makes PAW fast e r at looking up 
words when required. Five letters is also more than ad e quate to 
differentiate the majority of important words in the English 
language from each other. 

The menu allows the insertion and deletion of worde, the listing 
of entries for each word type and the inspection of 'synonyms' 
which we met earlier when we found out that PAW knew 'w' meant 
the same as 'WEST'. Try [S WEST] (Show synonyms) to see indeed 
that PAW knows 'w' as well. 

Now try [p 2] to look at all the Nouns that PAW knows to start 
with (the numbers which represent each word type are given on the 
right of the menu, type 2 are Nouns, type a are Verbs etc.). 

You will find all the major compass directions, 'I' (Which even 
though it is short for Inventory is a 1I0un.) and 'ALL' - plus 
their synonyms. 

We need to increase the number of 1I0uns by inserting a word for 
each of our objects, now the first free number appears to be 15. 
but 1I0un values less than 50 have special meanings thus; 

1I0uns lees than 50 are Proper 1I0uns, for example peoplee names or 
places. but more specifically for PAW they are 1I0uns which will 
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not affect the subject of 'it', take the ssntence:-

GET THE SWORD AND CLEAN IT 

It (a word known as a pronoun) refers to the SWORD obviously and 
PAW will (as long as SWORD is a Noun in the vocabulary with a 
value greater than 49) know this and assuming you have dealt with 
the possibility of cleaning the sword, sllow you to do so. But 
take the following sentence:-

GET THE SWORD AND KILL THE aRC WITH IT THEN DROP IT. 

Normally PAW assumes 'it' to be the last used Noun but as long as 
aRC is a Noun in the vocabulsry with a word value less than 50 
then PAW will remember 'it' as being the sword and carry out the 
action correctly. This feature is noted on the left of the menu 
along with mention of word values less than 20; these are Nouns, 
which if PAW cannot find a Verb in a 'phrase' containing one, 
will convert temporarily (i.e. it does not chsnge the vocabulary) 
into a Verb. The major use of this is for things like NORTH which 
may be t ype d on their own implying GO NORTH which in normal 
English is invalid but is common when playing adventures. 

Finally words less than 14 are assumed to be movement words (any 
word which is a direction) and merely determine the message which 
will be printed if PAW cannot do anything with the phrase it has 
found (i.e. it determines if "I can't" or "I can't go in that 
direction" is displayed). Note that this tag of 'less than 14 is 
a movement' applies to both Verbs and conversion Nouns. 

Since all our objects are 'its' we must give them word values 
greater than 49 as follows:-

TORCH 
BAG 
SANDW(ICH) 
APPLE 
BUS 
TICKE(T) 
LEAD 
ANORA(K) 

50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
54 
55 
56 

note that there are two words with value 54, this makes BUS and 
TICKET synonymous so if the player types GET BUS TICKET or GET 
TICKET, PAW will know they mean the same thing. 

Use the I option to insert these 8 words as Nouns (word type 2), 
for examfle TORCH is inserted by typing [I TORCH 50 2] and so on. 
Use [p 2 to check that the extra Nouns are now in the vocabulary 
when you have finished. 

We also need some words to describe the difference between our 
two torches to PAW. The words which describe 'a Noun are called 
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Adjectives, you can see which adjectives PAW knows already using 
[p 3] (adjectives are word type 3), we need two extra adjectives 
LIT and UNLIT so insert these as word values 138 and 139 
respectively using [I LIT 138 3] and [I UNLIT 139 3]. Note that 
the adjective numbers start high as they are not used as often in 
sentences and it is pointless to search through them all the time 
when PAW mostly needs common Nouns or Verbs. 

All word values from 2 to 254 are available for each type of wo rd 
and there is no limitation on the number of words with the same 
word value (synonyms) so the vocabulary can become quite large if 
you want. 

Just to familisrize yourself with the other options try 
inserting a word which is already present e.g. [I GET 20 oj will 
result in the message "GET is already present", deleting a word 
which isn't present [D BANANA] (we don't have an bananll in ou r 
game or the word in the vocabulary) will result in "BANANA is no t 
present". Note that PAW takes only upto the first five letters 
whenever you refer to a word and ignores the rest . 

We will come back to the vocabulary fairly soon, but are going to 
tell PAW which words describe our objects first. We may ha ve 
described what each object is and how much it weighs and even 
where it starts in the game, but we haven't actually told PAW 
which word in its vocabulary refers to which object! 

Return to the main menu now so that we can continue wit h ye t 
anothe r option. 

Object Vor·Is 

Option W is the table where the words in the vocabulary are 
linked to a particular object, again you can only Amend, Print or 
LPrint the entries in the table as PAW inserts a blank entry for 
each object when you insert its description on the object text 
option. So [p] will reveal 8 blank entries for our objects. 

The object word table allows both a Noun and an Adjective to be 
associated with esch object number in the game. Our objects 
require the following entries:-

Object a 
Object 1 
Object 2 
Object 3 
Object 4 
Object 5 
Object 6 
Object 7 

TORCH LIT 
BAG 
SANDW 
APPLE 
TICKE 
LEAD 
ANORA 
TORCH UNLIT 

This introduces a special word" .. (underscore or underline 
depending on your colonial bias) which means (in this case) no 
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word (" " is [SYMBOL SHIFT] I/. [0]). You must always type it in if 
there is no adjective to describe the Noun. So for example the 
Ii t torch and the bag are amended using [A TORCH LIT] and 
[A BAG ] respectively (they are in reverse order to simplify 
their use wi thin PAW). Amend these and the other objects entries 
now so thst we can have a play again. 

Play it again ••• ? 

This time we will examine the use of diagnostice~ so from the 
mein menu type [T] to select teet game end [Y J to request 
diagnostics. The title and introduction will eppear again along 
with a request for input. The request for diagnostics has 
apparently had no effect, but if you now press [ENTER] before you 
type anything in you should find the cursor dissapear and a line 
similar to: 

Flag 38~ O? 

appear in the bottom of the screen followed by a flashing cursor. 

PAW contains 256 of what are known as 'flaga', each flag can be 
used to contain a number from 0 to 255 and are used to indicate 
(or flag!) the state of some part of the game. e.g. You could 
decide that flag 11 when set to 1 meant that the park gate was 
closed and when set to 0 meant it was open, we will see examples 
of the way flags can be set and used in the next section. 

PAW has set aside several of the flags to indicate specific 
things (flags .O to 10 and 29 to 59 actually). The value displayed 
on the bottom of the screen is the contents of flag 38 which PAW 
knows is your current location (0 in this case). To see this go 
back to the input prompt by pressing [ENTER] (ENTER 'toggles' 
between diagnostics and input if you haven't typed a~thing else) 
and move to the start of the game properly using lNORTH] (or 
whichever direction you used in the connections table for 
location 0). Again before typing anything on the new input line 
press [ENTER] to get diagnostics and the line: 

Flag 38~ 2 ? 

should be displayed, because you are now at location 2 (the bus 
stop). You can look at the values of other flags by typing their 
number before pressing ENTER, try [100 ENTER] to look at flag 
100, which will display: 

Flag 100~ O? 

A very powerful feature allows you to set the value of a flag by 
putting ~ in front of the number, try [~10 ENTER] and the line 
should be redisplayed as: 

Flag 100= 10? 
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Flag 100 does nothing in our game and its value is unimportant, 
but if you decide to practice on your own do not change the 
values of any other flags for the moment or-You-May get some 
funny effects if you happen on a flag which is important. Return 
to the input line when you have finished (press [ENTER]) so tha t 
we can see what else PAW can do. 

We should now be able to manipulate the objects in the game, at 
the moment the bag will be at the bus stop with us, we will be 
carrying the sandwich, apple, unlit torch and wearing the anorak. 

Use the diagnostics to look at the value in flag 
([ENTER 1 ENTER]) this has the value 3, which is the number of 
objects carried but not worn, return to the input line and type 
[GET BAG], PAW will print the message "1 now have the bag.", 
which is known as auto-reporting (PAW automatically reports any 
action it has carried out). This command has caused the current 
position of the bag to be changed from location 2 (the bus stop) 
to 'location' 254 (carried), note that no change has occurred to 
the initially at table in the database only to a copy which was 
made when the game started. If you look at the value of flag 1 
again (notice how the flag you looked at last is display e d when 
you reselect diagnostics) you should find it ha s been incre ased 
to 4. 

Now try [REMOVE ANORAK] and the report "I can't remove the 
anorak, my hands are full" will be printed. This is because PAW 
initially (by default in other words) allows the player to carry 
only four objects at anyone time, this logically must prevent 
the player from taking off clothing etc (actually removing is 
chan~ing an object" position from location 254 to location 253!) 
Try lDROP BAGJ and then [REMOVE ANORAK] again, this time you 
should be able to do so. Look again at flag 1 and you should 
discover it is still four - this is because removing the anorak 
has increased the number of things you have in your 'hands'. 

Try the following and see if you can work out why they do what 
they do: 

GET BAG 

RE2'IOVE ANORAK 

WEAR ANORAK 

GET APPLE 

GET TICKET 

Notice that all except the last report actually mentioned the 
objects by name, this is because they were in plain sight and 
thua the player would know they existed. But to a player who did 
not know the game, the ticket has not yet been found and to 
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mention it by name would imply that it existed or that there wss 
only one in the whole game thus giving a clue! 

If you try to put anything in the bag you will discover thst PAW 
drops that object instead. This is because we haven't yet told 
PAW what can be put in the bag only that it is a container, the 
next chapter deals with this subject. 

Finally we will find a 'bug' in our game; type [GET GATE] which 
will result in "There isn't one of those here". It should n't say 
that because the description says there is a gate here! 

The problem arises becsuse slthough we told PAW about the apple 
the sandwich, the torch and so on, we didn't tell it about the 
gate, if you use GET (or DROP,WEAR and REMOVE) with any word 
which is not in the vocabulary then PAW assumes it is an object 
which is 'not here'. Of course once the word is in the 
vocabulary, PAW will know it isn't an object (if there is no 
entry f or the word in the object word table) and report "I can't 
do that." whic h is co rrect. 

So go back to the editor main menu ([QUIT ENTER Y ENTER N ENTER]) 
and select the vo c abulary option [VJ. The extra Nouns we require 
a re as fo llows: 

GATE 51 
RAILI(NGS) 58 
GRASS 59 
PATH 60 
BENCH 61 
POND 62 
BANDS(TAND) 63 
IRON 63 
TREE 64 
BRANC(H) 64 
LEAF 64 

No tice how all the ways the player can refer to the tree are 
catered for, we have no intention of allowing the manipulation of 
leaves or the bran ch, but if you did you would need to give them 
separate word values - this is an important design consideration. 

You might like to test the game again to ensure that GET GATE 
does indeed produce the correct response. 

We ha ve now dealt with; creati ng locations and connecting them 
together, creating and describing objects, assigning them a word 
from the vocabulary, a starting point in the game, a relative 
weight, flagging if they are wearable (and removable) and if they 
are a container. The next chapter goes on to create problems and 
characte rs to make the game world a more interesting place by 
allowing the player to do things! 

26 

Proceee a Reeponee 

Proceee a Reeponee 

We now come to the section of PAW which allows the proble ms and 
characters in the game to be created. 

The Heeponee table 

The response table is option R on the ma in menu and is a special 
form of what PAW terms a process table. A process table can be 
thought of as s simple sequential (it does each commsnd i n turn) 
programming language, the commands which are carried o ut are 
called 'CondActs' because they can be divided msinly into tw o 
groups; Conditions and Actions. 

Earlier we mentioned that the parser in PAW breaks sent e nces down 
into phrases, which are then organized into what i s known as a LS 
(logical sentence). In the case of directions like NORTH (which 
are LS's on their own) it uses the connections table to discover 
where (if at all) it should move the player to. Bef o re it d oes 
that however it carries out a check against the responsp. table t o 
see if that table contains an entry which can deal with the LS, 
i.e. give a response to part of /e ntire command the player 
originally typed. 

Every possible phrase the player types aDd therefore every LS 
that your game will respond to, will have a correspond ing entry 
in the response table, except for most movements which you set in 
the connections table. 

The most important part of a LS is the Verb, this shows the 
purpose of the LS, next most important is the fi rst Noun which 
shows the subject of the LS; e .g. GET APPLE, GET is the purpose 
and APPLE is the subject. 

If you now select the response table option from the main menu by 
typing [R] you will be presented with the sub-menu to deal with 
this table. 

Type [p] to look at th e table. For the moment ignore the other 
entries and consider the first entry only: 

I INVEN 

the two words indicate the Verb and Noun respectively of the LS 
that this entry can deal with. Now I is a conversion noun (as we 
saw in the section on vocabulary) which means if it is the only 
word the player types in a phrase, it will become the Verb for 
the LS. The underline ( ) indicates that the Noun is not 
important in this entry - sbit like 'no word' in the object word 
table. What this means in eimple terms is that if the playe r 
typee I on its own PAW will match it up with the first entry in 
the response table and carry out that entry as described next. 
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In order to carry out the entry, PAW will execute each of the 
condacts (commands) in the list which follows. Now the first 
entry contains only one condact; 

IIfVI!:If is an action (the act part of the word condact!) . It is an 
action because is carries out the act of listing the objects the 
playe r is carrying and wearing on the sc reen, you do not need to 
worry how INVEN does this it just does. 

When you typed I (or INVENTORY which is synonymous remember) 
during testing the game, it was this entry in response that 
caused some thing to happen because a logical sentence of "1 " 
was created by the parser, which PAW then found matched the first 
entry in the response table. 

INVEN once it has l i sted any objects you are carrying, instructs 
PAW it has 'done' something, when PAW discovers this it aaks the 
parser for another LS, which the psrser provides by decoding the 
next phrase in the players input, PAW gets this LS and checks it 
against the entries in responae and so on. this 'loop' is shown 
in diagram 4 in the form of a flowchart which you ahould follow 
fr o m the box marked ·atart·. The loop is slightly more complex 
than the diagram might lead you to believe and a complete one is 
given in the technical guide, but diagram 4 will do for now. 

We advise you reread the above paragraphs and study the diagram 
until you are happy with the way PAW operates on LS's before 
proceeding. 

Let's consider the second entry in response: 

GET INVEN 

as you might have worked out this entry deals with the phrase 
TAKE INVENTORY (GET is a synonym of TAKE, I is a synonym of 
INVENTORY and PAW always prints the shortest synonym) this deals 
with snother way the player might request a list of the objects 
he has with him. 

We wi 11 akip the nex t fe went riea (you wi 11 have to preas a key -
except for BREAK, SPACE or N - to get the next screen full of 
text at this point) and move onto: 

QUIT QUIT 
TURNS 
END 

Now, QUIT is aVe rb in the vocabulary, so, as the minimum valid 
phrase is a Verb, if QUIT is typed on its own by the player then 
the parser will generate a LS of "QUIT ", on searching through 
the response table PAW will find the above entry and start to 
carry out the condacts which follow; 
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QUIT is a condi tion, (the cond part of the word condact), do not 
confuse the Verb QUIT in ' the vocabulary with the condition QUIT, 
if you we re to make STOP a synonym of QUIT and then delete the 
word QUIT from the vocabulary then the player would have to type 
STOP to end the game, but the condition QUIT would still be 
carried out i.e. the entry would then read: 

STOP QUIT 
TURNS 
END 

A condition merely decides if PAW should carry out the next 
condact in the lis t. QUIT determines if the next condact should 
be carried out by asking the playe I' "Are you sure?". If they 
reply "NO" then QUIT tells PAW it has 'done' something which 
causes PAW to go and ge t another LS (i.e. it stops the QUIT) this 
ie slightly different to the normal way a condition works as you 
wi 11 Bee la te r . If the playe I' type s "YES" then QUIT does noth ing 
and allows PAW to look at the next condact in sequence which is 
TURNS. 

TURKS is an action, which prints "You have taken x turn(s):' 
on the screen where x is the number of phrases that PAW has 
carried out since the player started the game. Despite the fact 
it has done something it does not tell PAW to stop looking at 
condacts which proceeds to look at the next condact END. 

ERD is a special action, which prints "WOUld you like another 
go?" on the screen. If the player types "YES" then END will cause 
the game to be restarted with all objects restored to their 
required position and so on . Otherwise END causes an "OK" error 
to be generated which will return you to the editor menu of PAW. 
If the editor menu of PAW isn't present (Le. a finished game) 
then the computer will be reset. 

Note that you should always have an END action somewhere in the 
game (if you should hsppen to remove the QUIT entry that is) or 
you may not be able to return to the edi tor section ve ry easily -
you would have to use the BREAK key which only works while PAW is' 
processing, and as you found out earlier PAW is so fast that 
catching it doing something isn't that easy! 

The other entries which are present in the database deal with a 
number of other standard commands which the player of an 
adventure will usually need. The condacts used in the other 
entries are discussed below. You may be wondering why these 
entries are in the table and not part of PAW if they are needed 
in every game. Well apart from the fact it is easier to make them 
a table entry, ;rour game might not need them and as they are a 
table entry they can be deleted. 

DESC is an action, used by the "R .. entry in the table which 
causes PAW to abandon scanning the response table and reDESCribe 
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the current location of the player. 

SAVE and LOAD are two actions which allow the current state of 
the game to be saved and reloaded from tape, the current game 
position includes every piece of information needed to restore 
the game after a LOAD to exactly the same position it was before 
the SAVE and includes the values of flags, position of objects 
plus sundry other information . Again do not confuse the Verbs 
SAVE and LOAD in vocabulary wi th the act ions SAVE and LOAD, You 
could equally as well use STORE and RECAL(L) as your vocabulary 
Verbs but they would still use the SAVE and LOAD actions in the 
response table, Note that both SAVF. and LOAD effectively do a 
DESC action when they have finished which means any condacts 
which follow will be ignored and that they also cause any further 
phrases in a players input to be ignored, 

RAIISAVE Bnd RAIILOAD are two actions similar to SAVE Bnd LOAD 
except that they use B 'buffer' (area of free memory) to stor~ 
the game position, this means that there is no need for the 
player to fiddle about with tapes . Only one poeition can be 
stored and as it is stored in memory it will be lost if the 
computer is turned off, this should be made clear to the player. 
Note that the buffer area is lost when you return to the editor 
section of PAW because you might change the design of the game in 
between two tests! The number after RAM LOAD is a parameter and 
tells the condact how many of the flags to restore from the 
previous RAMSAVE, this allows scores etc to be maintained even if 
the player 'cheats' by using RAMSAVE and RAMLOAD in a difficult 
part of the aame. They are both followed by a DESC action as 
unlike SAVE and LOAD they just continue onto the next condact. 

If PAW runs out of condacts in a list wi thout being told it has 
DONE something it will 'drop off' the end and realizing this will 
continue to search response for another matching LS. We also said 
that QUIT was a bit different to normal conditions, well for a 
start it is the only condition which asks the player for 
information and secondly it tells PAW something has been done if 
the player replies "NO" (they don't want to abandon the game) 
which causes PAW to get a new LS. A normal condition if it 
'failed' would merely cause PAW to continue searching the 
response table for another entry matching the LS. 

The other condacts which are used will be considered now in 
relation to the entries they are part of. To simplify our 
explanations we can consider the position of an object to be one 
of four places; 

HERE: The current location of the player (the value stored in 
flag 38 if you remember) . 

CARRIED: 'location' 254, the imaginary location which is where 
all objects the player is carrying are stored. 
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WORN: 'location' 253, the imaginary location which is where 
all objects the player is wearing are stored. 

NOTHERE: Anywhere else! This may also include 'location' 252 
which is the imaginary locstion where any objects which 
do not yet 'exist' within the game are stored. 

Take the following two entries in the reeponse table: 

GET ALL 

GET 

DOALL 

AUTOG 
DONE 

255 

these two entries allow the player to GET an object. GETting an 
object involves chsnging its location from HERE to CARRIED. 

Ignoring the GET ALL for a moment let us look at the GET _ entry, 
as we said earlier underline means 'any word' so no matter what 
Noun the player types in, in the phrase containing the GET the 
GET entry will match (this is called triggering the entry). 
Take-the phrase GET THE APPLE; THE will be ignored because it is 
not in PAW's vocabulary, so the LS will be "GET APPLE", this will 
'trigger' the GET entry resulting in PAW looking at condact; 

AUTOG is an action which AUTOmatically Gets the object specified 
by the Noun. This is where the object word table comes into 
effect, AUTOG looks through the object word table for an entry 
which matches the Noun in the LS, when it finds one (APPLE in the 
example) it then knows the number of the object it refers to (the 
apple is object 3), it then ensures that the current location of 
that object number is HERE and if so changes it to CARRIED and 
prints the messsge "I now hsve the ." where the underline is 
replaced with the description of the current object. i.e. the one 
AUTOG just looked up. If it does not succeed in finding an entry 
then there are five possibilities; 

1/ 

2/ 

3/ 

4/ 

The player has tried to get an object which they are already 
carrying or wearing in which case "I already have the _." is 
displayed. 

The player has tried to get an object which is NOTHERE in 
which case "Thers isn't one of those here." is displayed. 

The player has tried to get something which is not an 
object but does have a word in the vocabulary (e.g. GATE in 
the demo game) this results in "I can't do that.". 

The player has used a word which is not in the vocabulary 
which causes the parser to create a LS of "GET "which 
triggers our GET entry an1way. AUTOG assumes this to be a 
Noun describing an object {which mayor may not exist) and 
displays "There isn't one of those here.". 

5/ 
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The player is unable to carry any more objects or this 
object would cause the weight limit to be exceeded in which 
case a suitsble message is displayed. 

If AUTOG succeeds then PAW looks at the next condact DONE; 

DO liB merely tells PAW that this entry is finished and it should 
go and get another LS. 

Next we will look at the GET ALL entry, you may have guessed what 
this does (it attempts to GET all objects at the current 
location), so we shall explain the mechanism; 

Should the player type the phrase GET ALL, the parser will create 
a logical sentence of "GET ALL", which will match the entry anti 
cause PAW to look at the DOALL action; 

DOALL is an action which is followed by a parameter which gives a 
location number to use. DOALL looks through the current location 
list for each object looking for entries that are at the same 
location as the parameter (which in this case is 255. a special 
location which means that the current location of the player 
should be used instead), when it finds one it looks in the 
object word table to find the vocabulary word which describes 
that object number, this is placed in the current LS (thus 
replacing the Noun ALL), a flag is set to indicate that DOALL is 
active and the rest of response is scanned by PAW for an entry 
which matches the newly modified LS. This will be the GET 
entry discussed earlier, which will GET that object . Once this 
has been done PAW will discover that DOALL is active and go back 
to the GET ALL entry (actually it goes direct to the DOALL 
action) and allows DOALL to look for another object which 
generates a new LS and so on for all objects at the specified 
location. When DOALL runs out of objects it resets the flag to 
show it is not active and tells PAW to get a n ew LS. 

This may seem a rather roundabout way to approach this task, but 
if you examine the very similar DROP,WEAR and REMOVE entries you 
will see that the same mechanism is used to create all four 
commands. AUTOD, AUTOW and AUTOR work in a very similar way to 
AUTOG while DOALL me rely uses location; 254 (CARRIED) as the 
parameter for DROP and WEAR (i.e. DOALL searches all the CARRIED 
objects wh en you try to DROP or WEAR ALL!) and 253 (WORN) when 
you try to REMOVE ALL. 

If the above seemed a bit heavy going don't worry about it for 
now as DOALr,. is one of the two most complex condacts in PAW and 
hopefully the penny will drop as we continue. At this point you 
might like to use the test adventure option and try out the 'all' 
commands which may make the mechanism clearer. 
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"esssges 

Before we continue with the response table we will insert some 
entries in another table whicb will be needed. So return to the 
main menu and select option M for messages. 

Messages should be a breath of fresh air after that discussion of 
the response table, the sub-menu provides options very similar to 
the location and object description menus, the purpose of 
messages is to contain all the tex.t which will be displayed ·to 
describe what is happening in the game to the player, excluding 
the messages that PAW itself displays (like "I can't do that. " 
etc). If y o u use option P you shouldn't be surprised to discover 
that an entry already exists. 

We are going to deal with the player wanting to examine things in 
the game, e.g. EXAMINE APPLE. Now examining an object merely 
requires the writer to provide a message which gives more 
information about the specified object, so in the case of the 
apple we could say "The apple is crisp and green .... Change the 
text of message 0 to read thst ([A 0 ENTER]), and then insert the 
following messages to deal with some of the other things in the 
game; 

Message 

It's a cheese and pickle sandwich. 

Message 2 

The ticket has "City Bus Company" printed on it. 

Message 3 

The bench is firmly sc rewed to a conc re te base. 

We are going to deal with only four items in the demo game but in 
a large game you would usually provide detail for most things, 
even if they serve no purpose it provides a touch of realism 
which always mskes the player feel involved. 

So back to the response tsble (option R from the main menu) and 
start work. Let's take the apple first; the phrase which the 
player will type will be EXAMINE THE APPLE (or EXAMI APPLE if 
they are lazy!) producing a LS of "EXAMI APPLE". So we need to 
insert an entry with these two words; 

First type [I EXAMINE APPLE ENTER], PAW will ignore the extrs 
letters and print the entry at the top of a clear screen and wait 
for you to type in the list of condacts for that entry. Now we 
must only allow the player to examine the spple if it is actually 
HERE, CARRIED or WORN (moat normal 'people have a distinct 
disability at looking round corners or through walls!), this is 
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collectively known as present and ca n be checked for using the 
condition PRESENT followed by the number of the object we are 
considering (the apple is object 3). If the object is indeed 
present then we can display our message (0) which describes th e 
object, using the action MESSAGE which is followed by the numbe r 
of the message you want to display. Finally we top it off wi th a 
DONE action to tell PAW that we have co mpleted the ta s k. 

So type [PRESENT 3 MESSAGE 0 DONE ENTER] which will result in the 
message "Inserted." being displaled by PAW. No w press a key to 
get back to the sub menu and use lP EXAMINE] to examine ou r n e w 
entry (the brackets about the parameters show they are optional, 
so you can use P to s'ee the table from the start, P followed by a 
Verb to see entries from that Verb on, or P follow e d by a Verb 
and Noun to see all entries from that Verb and Noun on). The 
entry should look like; 

LOOK APPLE PRESENT 3 
MESSAGE 0 
DONE 

PAW has found the synonym LOOK and printed it because it is 
shorter than EXAMI ( NE). This is a clsssic example of a response 
table entry because if the condition PRESENT 3 fails then PAW 
will continue to look for an entry to match the LS, in this case 
it will find the next entry displayed which is LOOK ,this entry 
will trigger and describe the current location (the DESC action), 
after the PLUS action has added 128 to flag 29, which causes PAW 
to redraw any picture at the locstion as well as display its 
description this will be covered in more detail in the section on 
graphics. Assuming that the APPLE is indeed present then PAW will 
continue with the condacts and display our description of the 
apple (MESSAGE 0) the DONE action tells PAW to go and get another 
LS because we have done something - this prevents the LOOK 
entry triggering as well. 

If the entry should be incorrect you can amend it by typing 
A LOOK APPLE, with process tsbles however there may be more than 
one entry wi th the same word values, these will be presented in 
turn for possible amending - just press ENTER to leave an entry 
as it is. To delete an entry entirely from the table remove all 
its condacts. i.e. Amend the entry and press EDIT twice to clesr 
the bu ffe r and then press ENTER. 

So at the moment if the plsyer tries to EXAMINE anything except 
the apple (or tries to EXAMINE APPLE when it isn't pres!lnt) they 
will be rewarded with a fresh description of their current 
location. Let's insert the entries to deal with the sandwich, 
ticket and bench - the entries are listed as you would see them 
if you used P after they sre typed in, along with some comments 
for your reference only, you must stili enter them as you did the 
EXAMINE APPLE entry earlier. 
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LOOK SANDW PRESENT 2 ;The sandwich is he re 
MESSAGE 1 ;Deacribe it 
DOllE 

LOOK TICKE PRESENT 4 ;The ticket is here 
MESSAGE 2 
DOllE 

LOOK BENCH AT 4 ;The bench isn't an object 
MESSAGE ., ;so check location 
DONE 

AT is s condition which is followed by a location number which 
will succeed (Le. allow PAW to continue onto the next condact) 
if the playe I' is at the same location, this was used because the 
bench was not an object, but as it is part of the description for 
location 4 it will always be there! 

Use test adve nture to check that you can examine these four items 
correctly and that the location is described at any other time. 

The Process Tahles 

We shall now turn our attention to the most powerful writing 
option on the main menu; the Process table. 

It was stated earlier that the response table was a special form 
of process table, and indeed it is, if you select option P from 
the main menu. you will be presented wi th a similar sub-menu to 
that for response except it hes two extra options . Note that the 
title says "Process 2", this is because there is more than one 
process table in PAW, indeed there can be upto 254 process tables 
as we shall see. 

There are two process tables in the database to start with, 
just like response PAW scans through them, but, unlike response, 
it scans them not after obtaining a LS, but; 

Process 1 is scanned immediately after PAW has described a 
location . This allows information to be printed only 
once when the plsyer first arrives at a location or 
when he requests a redescribe. 

Pro c ess 2 just before requesting a new LS from the psrser. rh i s 
is used to provide PAWs 'turn' at the gsme. 

The main difference being that it does not attempt to match the 
LS against each entry looking for a match, it does every single 
one! 

So far while playing our demo game we have had to end the game by 
typing QUIT. Now the original storyline {if you ' can remember that 
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far back!) waa to help the passenger find the ticket before the 
bus arrived. Now we obviously could have an entry in re s p o nse 
which if the player said GET TICKET (and it was present) could 
trig ge I' the end of the game e. g. 

GET TICKE PRESENT 
TURNS 
END 

4 ;The ticket is he re 

;That's all f o lks! 

but wouldn't it be much better to finish the game when the player 
gets back to the bus stop? 

We shall do so, but, first we need s message to des c ribe the 
srrival of the bus, so return to the main menu and select 
messages (option M) and insert the following message ; 

Message 4 

The bus arrive s. I hand the ticket to the driver wh o 
smiles and says "Sorry I'm late, hope you have n't be e n 
standing to o long?". 

Back we go to the Frocess menu. Now although the words hav e no 
meaning to PAW they can us e fully be used as a comment on what the 
entry does, the entry that determines the end of the game will be 
called" BUS" (we must start with as PAW only all o ws the Noun 
BUS in the Noun position). So type-[r BUS ENTER] to insert the 
entry (PAW has actually inserted a null entry now and if y o u 
press [CURSOR DOWN CURSOR DOWN] to abandon the entry, you will 
have to [A BUS ENTER] to complete the entry) . The condit i ons 
for the end-of the game are that the player is at the bus sto p 
(location 2) and is carrying the ticket (object 4). The first 
condition of course will be AT 2, the other can be checked with 
CARRIED 4 (pretty unusual names these conditions have . •• ) s o the 
final entry will be; 

AT 2 CARRIED 4 MESSAGE 4 TURNS END 

pressing [ENTER] will complete the insert/amend . 
ensure the entry looks as follows; 

BUS AT 
CARRIED 
MESSAGE 
TURNS 
END 

2 
4 
4 

Use [p] to 

this entry will now be scanned just before PAW ge ts a new LS and 
as soon as both conditions are met the game will end independent 
of the commands the pleyer uses to get to the bus stop with the 
ticket! 

Select process 1 by typing [S 1 ENTER] and use [p] to examine the 
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entries that are present, they are; 

it NEWLINE 
ZERO 0 
ABSENT 0 
LISTOBJ 

it PRESENT 0 
LISTOBJ 

The asterisk ' it· is an 'any-word' wo rd like' , with a subtle 
difference; Whenever PAW inserts entries in a process tsble 
(including response) it inserts them in order of word value of 
the Verb and then the Noun (i.e. all entries dealing with one 
type of Verb will follow each other in ascending order of Noun 
value). PAW considers underline" " to be a word of value 255 (it 
will always be the last entry) and asterisk "it" to be a word of 
value 1 (it will always be the first entry). The position of 
entries i n process tsbles can be important for example the two 
entries sh o wn must always be done soon after a location 
desc ription has be e n printed so we use an asterisk to ensure they 
will be close to the start of the table (the use of underl i ne as 
the Noun allows entries to be inserted before them as we will do 
in a mo ment). 

Back to why these two entries are present (slways getting 
sid e tracked, so much to tell!). Because PAW does every entry in 
Pro c ess 1 and 2 (you might spot that it would do anyway even if 
not forced to as the" _ entries would match any LS the player 
t y ped!) the first action NEWLINE will always be executed; 

IEVI.lIfE prints spaces to the end of the current line as opposed 
to just starting a newline as CHR$(13) does on a Spectrum. This 
allows areas of Paper colour to continue to the end of the line 
without having to type the spaces. It's main purpose here is to 
ens ure that any text displayed will be on a new line because PAW 
d o es not start one at the end of displaying a location 
des c ription, the technical guide shows how to use this to good 
effe ct to modify the locetion description to reflect changes in 
the location. 

From now on the two entries must be considered as a pair, the-ir 
ultimate purpose is to list the objects at the current location, 
first a b i t of background information; 

PAW uses flag zero to determine if there is light for the player 
to see by (this feature is not used at the moment in our demo 
game), if there is no light the flag will have a value other than 
zero and PAW .will say "It's too dark to see anything." instead of 
the description for the location. In this case the objects that 
are present must not be listed. 

Object 0 is assumed by PAW to be an object which provides light 
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which is why object 0 in our demo is lit torch. If this is 
present while the game is 'dark' (flag 0 is non zero) then it 
will override the darkne ss and so the objects must be descr i bed. 

The two entries provide an example of using PAW to create an OR 
situation i.e List the objects if it is light OR i f object zero 
is present; 

ZERO is the first condition we have met which tests the state of 
a flag. ZERO 0 will succeed if flag zero contains 0 which means 
the re is ligh t. 

'BSE.T ensures that Obje c t 0 is not present (opposite of PRES ENT 
condition - all conditions have sn opposite, e.g. AT has an 
opposite of NOTAT and so on.), the next it entry lists t h e 
objects if object 0 (the s o urce of light) is present so we do n o t 
wan t t his en t ry to S u c c e e d as well (i. e • Th is de a 1 s wit h the 
situation of it being light and obje c t 0 being present which 
would otherwise list the objects twice!). 

LlSTOBJ lists any objects that are present at the players current 
location, if none are present it do e s nothing - it would lo o k a 
bit silly saying "I can also see nothing."! 

Think about the above as it represents a fairly useful feature of 
PAW which you may well need to adapt for use in your own games. 

Right, now we shall r e veal the bett e r way of getting from th e 
introduction screen to the start of t he game at the bus stop: 

.. .. AT 
ANYKEY 
GOTO 
DESC 

o 

2 

Insert this into Process 1 (ensure you still have i t selected) 
using [I .... ENTER] and [AT 0 ANYKEY GO TO 2 DESC]. This uses two 
new condacts ANYKEY and GOTO which are both actions; 

'.YlrEY prints "Press any key to continue." in the bottom se c t i on 
of the screen and waits for you to press a key, it then allow s 
PAW to continue onto the next condac t. 

GOTO is followed by a location number and moves the player to 
that location, it effectively sets flag 38 (players current 
location) to the value given, it does noth i ng else so it is 
followed by a DESCribe to get PAW to display the new description. 

This entry thus causes the title screen to be displsyed (when PAW 
displsys the first locstion description), a wait for a key and 
then the game itself is stsrted at the correct location. 

You might like to go to the connections table and remove the 
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entry for NORTH in location 0 as this is not needed now. 

Use test game to see the abovs two entries in action. The 
following input while at location 2 (the bus stop) will 'solve' 
the game in one go: 

GO WEST, WEST AND UP. GET THE TICKET. GO DOWN,EAST AND EAST. 

You should then get the finishing message and an option to plsy 
again. If not check the entries in Process tables 1 and 2 
thoroughly. 

Let's have a break and go back to deal with the ability of the 
bag to contain objects. Thought we had forgotten about that, 
didn't you? Well we nearly did. This will require some sntries in 
the response table and we are going to allow the player to LOOK 
IN BAG, so we need a new msssage "In ths bag is:", select ths 
messages option and insert this (it should be message 5) then 
select the response table. We are going to provids the player 
with the option of saying PUT ALL IN BAG as well as PUT object IN 
BAG. We csn use exactly the same system as GET/DROP ALL discussed 
earlier. PUT is a synonym of DROP (which takes care of DROP 
TICKET IN BAG and such similar phrases), so the LS we must check 
for will be PUT (i.e. player is trying to put or drop 
something), now if the player includes IN BAG as part of the 
phrase we want PAW to put the object in the BAG. This means we 
must override the PUT entry already present, and if the extra 
words are included in the LS put the specified object in the bag. 
To insert this entry befors the one already present requires the 
use of an extra option. Normally PAW would insert another entry 
with the same word values after any already present, it is 
possible to force this by specifying a number after the insert, 
try [I PUT 0 ENTER], this instructs PAW to place the entry 
before entrynumber 1 (which is ths existing PUT _ entry). Now 
the condacts we need are: 

PREP IN NOUN2 BAG PRESENT 1 AUTOP 1 DONE 

This shows how we check for an extended LS (i.e. ensuring certain 
parts of the phrase were what we need). 

PREP is a condition which is followed by a preposition from 
vocabulary. Prepositions are words used before a Noun to show 
relation to another word in the phrase, in this case 
condi tion will succeed if the playe r has used IN as part of 
phrase. 

1I0UlI2 is a condi tion which is followed by a Noun from 
vocabulary. This will succeed if the player has used BAG in 
phrase. Combined with the previous entry it effectively stops 
looking at the condacts unless the LS was PUT IN BAG where 
unde rline is any object. 
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tUTOP is followed by a location number. Now we set aside l oc ation 
1 for a special purpose early on in the tutorial, this is it, it 
is used as the inside of the bag' So AUTOP just like AUTOD scans 
the object word table for a Noun which matches the current first 
Noun in the LS, when it has found one it places it at the 
location given, reporting "I have put the in the bag.'" 

The DROP ALL entry which exists will also work to deal wi th PUT 
ALL IN BAG, because it does not ensure that IN BAG is part of the 
LS and will trigger on both occasions, and in both cases 254 is 
the location the objects will be coming from. 

Now for a GET object OUT OF BAG type command we need an entry 
similar to the above to override the GET entry which is present 
so insert the following using [I GET 0 ENTER]: 

PREP OUT NOUN2 BAG PRESENT 1 AUTOT 1 DONE 

AUTOT is followed by a location number which shows where the 
object to TAKEOUT will come from. 

The implementation of an ALL version of the command needs an 
entry of its own, at the moment GET ALL causes a DOALL 255 which 
is the current position of the player to be carried out, in order 
to get all from the bag we need to generate all the objects that 
are inside it (locstion 1), so insert a GET ALL entry to ove rride 
the existing one thus; [I GET ALL 0 ENTER]: 

PREP OUT NOUN2 BAG DOHL 1 

Before you test the game we will insert the entry that allows the 
player to LOOK IN THE BAG the entry needed is as follows (note it 
will be positioned in a suitable place anyway so there is no need 
to specify a number after it when inserting). 

LOOK BAG PREP IN 
MESSAGE 5 
LISTAT 1 
DONE 

LISTAT is followed by a location number and lists sny objects 
present at that location, note that if no objects are present it 
will print "nothing." so the above would result in: 

In the bag is: 
nothing. 

which is correct, unlike LISTOBJ which because of ite main use 
does not print anything at all in that situation. 

So use test adventure to ensure that you can indeed PUT ALL IN 
BAG and GET object OUT OF BAG etc. 
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The Bird 

The tutorial game is a little bit simple to solve so we shall add 
some complexity in the form of puzzles by creating two characters 
to wander round our little world . These are termed 'Pseudo­
Intelligences' (PSIs for short) because they cannot obviously 
think, but must appear -to do so to the player. A PSI consists 
mainly of a collection of messages, flags and process table 
entries, but even a few simple, entries can create a surprisingly 
realistic effect. Creating a complex PSI of say a human can take 
a fair bit of thought, but follows the same principles as we will 
take wi th our two PSIs; a bird and a dog. 

The bird will complicate the scenario as follows; The bird will 
have the tic ket at the start of the game (normally you would 
assign an unused l o cat i on to contain the birds objects, but we 
will use location 252 - object doea not exist in game - as we 
have only one PSI that can have an object). This means you must 
pe rsuade the bird to drop the ticket, trying to GET it will 
r e sult in an "I can't do that" message and the bird flying away. 
The b i rd also flies between the Bandstand and the Tree Branch at 
regular intervals. The way to get the bird to drop the ticket 
will be t o drop the sandwich at the same location. So lets get 
that little lot working first. 

To save flicking back and forth bstween tables change Object 4 to 
be not-created using [I) Initially at now. This makes the ticket 
a does not exist object which we are using to indicate it is in 
the birds beak. Insert the Nouns DOG and BIRD in the vocabulary 
with word values 21 and 22 respectively - ensure DOG is 21 and 
BIRD is 22 as their word values will be used to position the 
entries in process correctly. Then insert the following messsges 
which will be needed. Make them use green ink (EXTENDED MODE, 
CAPS SHIFT a 4) - not forgetting to reset ink white (EXTENDED 
MODE, CAPS SHIFT a 7) at the end of each one. 

Message 6 

The bird drops the ticket to peck at the sandwich. 

Message 7 

The bird snatches the ticket. 

Message 8 

The bird ignores me. 

Message 9 

A small bird is here . 
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Message 10 

The bird has a ticket in its beak. 

Message 1 1 

A small bird settles on the ground. 

Message 12 

A small bird lands on the branch. 

Message 13 

The bird sees the d o g and flutters away quickly. 

Message 14 

The bird flies away. 

We will insert the messages to deal with the d og later. So sele c t 
the Process tables option and get ready for an e ar bend i ng on yet 
another feature of PAW. 

In a large game which contains several P S Is and a lot o f 
background action, Process tables 1 and 2 soon becom e so f u ll of 
entries it is nigh on impossible to work out what they do. Enter 
stage left the other process tables to the rescue, thes e can be 
'called' from Process 1,2 or Response and used as an ext e nsi o n of 
the table they are called from. Calling a process causes PAW to 
save where it is at the moment and shift the action to the 
indicated table. Le. if called from Response PAW will try and 
match the LS against each entry and if called fr om Pro cess 1 or 2 
PAW will do sach entry. Note that when something is DONE in the 
called process, then PAW will still shift back to the original 
table, so some very powerful things can be achieved with 
thoughtful use of these sub-process'. Users who program in other 
languages will recognize this as a 'subroutine'. 

While PAW is in a sub-process it is quite possible for it to be 
asked to call yet another sub-process - a sub-sub-process? and so 
on down to a sub-sub-sub-sub-sub-sub-sub-sub-sub-sub-process! 
That is 10 levels of subroutine calls may be carried out, this is 
called 'nesting' a call, attempts to go further will result in an 
error "Limit Reached " although you will be provided with 
diagnostic information as well if you are testing the game from 
the PAW's ed~tor section - see technical guide for details . 

We are not going to use 'anything like that here, only a sedate 
sub-process. This will contain all the entries to deal with the 
birds act ivi ties. 
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Use [B) to begin a new process table, PAW will allocate the next 
available number aa in other menu options . You should be starting 
process 3. As there wi l l only be a few sntries in the table we 
will use the same word pair (" BIRD") although when writing your 
own games you may find using other words usefu l to remind you of 
each entriss function. 

Flag 11 will be a 'working' flag to contsi n a va l ue for use in a 
comparison. 

Flag 12 will contain the curre n t location number of the bird . 

Flag 5 is a special flag which if it has a value other than zero 
PAW will reduce by one whenever it scans process 2 - this is 
called an auto decremen t flag. In this case it is used to count 
the number of ' time frames' that have passed in the game , a time 
frame is a single time round the b ig loop shown in diagram 4, and 
at the moment this is done before every ph rase the p l ayer types, 
The bird will change location every three ph r ases o n behalf of 
the p l ayer which will create the appearance of action in the game 
independe n t of t h e players input . 

Now insert the following entries, without the com me n ts as before , 
eac h e n try is precede d by an explanatio n of its pu r pose and a n y 
new condacts it uses : 

First determine if t h e bird is going to f l y sway t h is time 
t h rough the tsble , this is indicated by flag five being ze r o (as 
it counts down from 3), if the ticket is at the same location as 
the bird it wi l l be destroyed (i.e. put at location 252 so the 
bird ' h as' it) and if the p l ayer ia at the same l ocation as the 
bird they will be told that the bird has snatched the ticket. 
Note that the bird will continue its cycle of move ment even if 
the player does not see it, a tree certainly does fall even if 
there is no one to see i t in PAW! 

BIRD COPYOF 4 1 1 ;eopy locat ion of ob ject 4 
(ticket) to fl ag 1 1 . 

SAME 11 1 2 land see if it is at t h e 
s ame loc a tion a s th e bird . 

ZERO 5 ; Bird going to fly? 
DESTROY 4 ;Bird ' GETS' the tic ke t 
S AM E 1 2 38 ; Bird at same l ocation as 

; play e r? 
MESSAGE 7 ; Tell player a bout it. 

Note there is no DONE action as we want P AW t o do each entry in 
turn, the a b ove entry shows how conditions and actions can b e 
mixed together to c r e a te new conditions . 

CO PY O," is an action followed by an object number a n d a f l ag, it 
copies the current l oc a tion of the specifi.e d ob j e c t to the 
s pecified flag. We use it in th is situation to s ee if the ti c ket 
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is at the same location as the bird by following it with; 

SA ll E is a condition which compares the contents of the two flags 
and succeeds if they are the same. 

DEST RO Y is an act ion which places the specified object at 
location 252, the not-created location. 

Now deal with the two possible movements of the bird . If the bird 
is at the bandstand and flag five has reached zero then move the 
b ird, set flag 5 to 3 sgain snd tell the p l aye r the bird is gone 
if they were at the same location . Vice Versa if the bird is on 
the branch . 

BIRD EQ 12 8 ; Bi rd on branc h? 
ZERO 5 ;Time to fly? 
LET 1 2 5 ;Move bird to band stand 
LET 5 3 ;Three ph rases ' till move 
AT 8 ; Playe r he re as well? 
MESSAGE 14 ; tell them b i rd has flown 

BIRD EQ 12 5 ; Bi rd on bandstand 
ZERO 5 ;Time to fly? 
LET 12 8 ; Move to branch 
LET 5 3 ;Three ph r ases 'till move 
AT 5 ;Player here as well? 
MESSAGE 14 ; tell them ... 

EQ is a condition which is followed by a flag number and a value 
and will succeed if the flag contains the value, in this case it 
is ch ecking if the bird is at a specific locstion. 

LET is an action which is followed by a flag a n d a value. It sets 
ths flag to the value . 

Now we have dealt with the birds departure, next we must deal 
with its arrival , and if it arrives in a location which contains 
the player tell them about it . 

BI RD EQ 5 3 ; Bird just flown? 
S AM E 12 38 ; Row at p l aye rs loca t ion? 
AT 5 jOn b a ndstand? 
MESSAGE 1 1 ; landed on ground 

BIRD EQ 5 3 ; Bird just flown? 
SAME 1 2 38 ; Now at playe rs location? 
AT 8 tOn brsnch? 
MESSAGE 12 ; landed on branch 

No w if the b i r d has the ticket in it s beak we must tell the 
pleye r. 
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BIRD EQ 5 3 
SAME 12 38 
ISAT 4 252 
MESSAGE 10 

;Ticket not-created? 
;Has a ticket in beak .• 

ISAT is a condition followed by an object and a location number 
and succeeds if the object is at the specified location. 

Finally if the sandwich is at the same location as the bird the 
bird will drop the ticket to peck at the sandwich. This entry 
does not rely on flag 5 so it 'will be checked for eve ry time PAll 
checks process 2, so even if the player drops the sandwich after 
the bird has arrived the correct sequence will atill be carried 
out. 

BIRD COPIOF 2 1 1 
SAME 11 12 
ISAT 4 252 
COPIFO 12 4 
SAME 12 38 
MESSAGE 6 

;Sandwich 
;at same location as bird? 
;Ticket in beak? 
;Put ticket down 
;Player here as well? 
;teU them • •• 

COPYI'O is an action which copies the contents of the specified 
flag to the current location of the specified object. There are 
also COPIFF and COPIOO actions which you can probably guess the 
purpose of. 

That complet es the control routine for the bird, but we need sn 
entry in Process 2 to call this table every time frame, so select 
Process table 2 and insert an entry: 

BIRD PROCESS 3 

which will cause PAll to execute our bird control table every pass 
round its main loop. 

lie must ensure the bird starts at the correct location and that. 
the player knows the bird is there when the location is described 
(or the y will Bee messages about a bird arriving and flying off, 
with the description containing no mention of it). So select 
Process 1 which is called after a location is described and amend 
the existing * * entry we made earlier to contain a LET 12 8, 
which will ensure the bird is on the branch at the start of the 
game. The modified entry should read thus: 

* * AT 
ANIKEI 
LET 
GOTO 
DESC 

o 

12 
2 

8 ;Bird is on branch (locno. 8) 

Insert the following entry in the same Process , table which tells 
the player the bird is present and if it has the ticket. 
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BIRD SAME 12 38 
MESSAGE 9 
ISAT 4 252 
MESSAGE 10 

Finally select the Response table option and insert the entry: 

GET TICKE SAME 12 38 
ISAT 4 252 
CLEAR 5 
NOTDONE 

;Bird at same location? 
;with ticket in beak? 
;Force it to flyaway 
; " 1 can't do that" 

This will trigger before the GET entry and prevent the "There 
isn't one of those here" message ~eing produc e d if the bird is 
present with the ticket. 

CLEAR is an action which is followed by a flag number and sets 
the flag to have the value O. This will cause the bird to fly 
away (which it might have been going to anyway) simulating its 
fright at having a great hand descend on it to get it s prized new 
possession . 

IJO'l'DOItB is an action similar to the DONE action but it fools PAll 
into thinking that nothing was done and thus causes it to print 
the "I csn't do that" message. 

Now the moment of truth, upon testing the game you should be able 
to watch the bird fly in and out of the bandstand and the branch, 
play with the game for a while to see the fact that the bird does 
indeed continue its roving existence. Then try dropping the 
sandwich at the same location. Note that if you do not pick up 
the ticket before the bird flies away it will snatch the ticket 
back. 

The Dog 

The dog will be added to complicate the game a bit more. The dog 
will simply follow the player everywhere (being s very obedient 
dog) and frighten the bird off. Now a dog would not be able to 
climb the tree so we must prevent the playe r from tempting the 
bird with the sandwich on the branch. To do so we will arrange 
for any object dropped while on the branch to fall to the ground. 
The player will be able to get rid of the dog by putting the lead 
on it and then tying the lead to the bench. In addition the 
player will be able to 'speak' to the dog which will provide 
another wa~ of getting rid of the dog by asking it to SIT or 
STAY. 

Before we examine the entries in Process and Reaponse needed to 
control the dog inaert the following words (into vocabulary) and 
messages (into the messages table) which will be needed. 
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Verbs 

TIE 34 
UNTIE 35 
SIT 36 
STAY 36 
COME 37 

Message 15 

Noun 

HERE 37 

The falls to the ground " at the foot of the tree. 

Do not change the colour of this message a nd ensure you include 
the underline as it serves a speci a l purpose we will discus s 
later. Most of the remainder of the message s deal with the dog 
and should be entered in magenta (EXTENDED MODE, CAPS SHIFT a 3) 
not forgetting to reset white at the end of them . do n ot d o this 
for messages 21,22,23 and 25. This colour coding allows the 
player to see exactly what each message is referring to. 

Message 16 

The dog's bright eyes stare at me with mindless love . 

Message 17 

A dog is here . 

Message 18 

The dog follows me wagging his tail. 

Message 19 

A lead trails behind the dog. 

Message 20 

The dog is tied to the bench by a lead. 

Message 21 

Trustingly the dog lets me put the lead around i t s neck . 

Message 22 

I've tied the lead to the bench. 

Message 23 

Who should I say it t o? 
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Message 24 

The dog is sitting quietly. 

Message 25 

I've untied the dog from the bench . 

There is no real need to make the control routine for the dog a 
separate process table as it is only one entry, but we shall do 
so in case you wish to expand the game later. 

Flag 13 will contain the current location of the dog. 

Flag 14 will contsin: 0 - the dog is free to roam, 1 - the dog 
has the lead around its neck, 2 - the dog is tied to the bench, 
255 - the dog is sitting quietly. 

From the Process table menu; Begin a new process table (this 
should be tab l e 4) and insert the single entry: 

DOG NOTSAME 13 38 ; Dog not where playe r is? 
LT 14 2 ; Still able to move? 
NOTAT 8 ;Player isn't up the tree? 
COPYFF 38 13 ;Move dog to players locno. 
MESSAGE 18 ; tell them its fo llowed ... 

You should be able to work out what KOTSAM E, KO TAT and COPTrr do 
but the technical guide will help you out if you have problems. 

LT is a condition which succeeds if the flag specified contains a 
value Less Than the specified value. 

Insert into process table 2; 

DOG PROCESS 4 

which if you use P to l ook at the table should come before the 
entry for the bird (if not you entered the two vocabulary words 
the wrong way round). Th is ensures t h e d og will be moved to the 
players new location before the bird is checked. 

Similarly to the bird entries are required in process table 1 to 
inform the player of the dogs presence : 

DOG SAME 13 38 ;Dog at s ame location 
MESSAGE 17 ;tell player 
EQ 14 ; with lead? 
MESSAGE 19 ;yes so tell player 

DOG SAME 1 3 38 
EQ 14 2 ; Dog tied to bench? 
MESSAG E 20 
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DOG SAME 13 38 
GT 14 2 
MESSAGE 24 

;255 is grester than 2 so 
;tell player dog is sitting 

while you are in process 1 modify the * * entry to contain a 
LET 13 2 (bsfore the GOTO) to make ths dog start at the bus stop. 

Now in order for the bird to be frightened away by the dog we 
need an extra entry in process table 3. Now the entry must go 
before the entry which decides to drop the ticket and after the 
entries which make the bird {ly. This will ensure that~bird 
will flyaway with the ticket if it has it and leave it if it 
does not. So we need to insert before the sixth entry, use 
[I BIRD 6] to achieve this and type in the condacts for the 
entry from its listing below. 

BIRD SAME 12 
LET 12 
LET 5 
AT 5 
MESSAGE 13 

1 3 ; Bi rd and dog at same loca t ion 
8 ;Only ever on bandstand so 
3 ;move to branch, thrse phrases 

;Player on bandstand? 
;tell them bird is gone .• 

The number after insert/amend has a maximum value of 255 so do 
not insert more than 256 entries of the same word values (that 
would be pretty unmanagable anyway) if you want to retain the 
ability to insert anywhere as we'll as on the end of the list. 

The last change to the process tables is to insert a sub-process 
whic h we will be calling from Response to deal with speech to the 
dog. The mechanism works very simply. If the player includes a 
phrase in double quotes ("") in the input sentence, then the 
parser will save where it was and carryon with decoding the 
phrase. There is an action called PARSE which instructs PAW to 
use the parser to decode the string the player typed in, this 
then becomes the LS. It is only sensible to do this in a sub­
process as PAW will try to match the new LS against the rest of 
the table. Begin a new Process table (table 5 should be next) and 
insert the following entries: 

* * PARSE ;Convert string to LS 
MESSAGE 16 ;Not valid phrase so 
DONE ;dog does not unde rstand! 

SIT ZERO 14 ;Dog not partially tied up? 
SET 14 ;DOlf sitting quietly 
MESSAGE 24 ;tell player (always at same 
DONE ;place as dog) Then DONE 

COME EQ 14 255 ;Dog must be sitting 
CLEAR 14 ;Now normal 
MESSAGE 18 ;Dog followe 
DONE 
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HERE EQ 14 255 
CLEAR 14 
MESSAGE 18 
DONE 

MESSAGE 16 ;Anything else. 

We get around the limited vocabulary that the dog understands by 
making him wag his tail for most things! 

PARSE will allow PAW to continue looking at condacts if it fails 
to find a valid phrase, be careful here as the cu rrent LS may be 
a bit jumbled up (Le. the parser managed to get some sense out 
of the phrase) so you should normally only print a message like 
"They didn't seem to understand" or some such similar and DONE to 
return to your calling action. If it does form a valid LS PAW 
will start to search the following entries for a match as with 
Response. PARSE should only be used in a sub-process cslled from 
Response it has no meaning in any other table. 

Notice how the COME and HERE entries deal with a variety of 
phrases that the player might try to call the dog again having 
made it sit. 

The entry catches all the valid LS which may have been in the 
string-and the dog has no specific response to. 

Select the Response table now to allow us to insert the extra 
entries to control speech and the dropping of objects in the 
tree. 

First off the mark is the entry which causes all objects dropped 
in the tree to fall to the ground, now this must go between the 
entry which deals with putting objects in the bag and the normal 
DROP entry (actually printed as PUT!). [I PUT 1] will schieve 
this,-the entry is: -

PUT AT 8 ;Player on branch 
WHATO ; I say old boy! 
LT 51 255 ;Valid object? 
EQ 54 254 ;Object carried? 
MESSAGE 15 ;its now bottom of tree. 
PUTO 7 ;put it there 
DONE 

Thie ie an example of creating an automatic action of your own, 
like AUTOG and eo on. 

VBA,.O ie an action which looks up the first Noun in the current 
LS in the object word table, converting it into an object number. 
This number ie then placed in flag 51. Flag 51 alwaye containe 
the number of the last object referenced by PAW and whenever it 
is eet the aesociated flags 54 to 57 are also set. Flag 54 
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containa the current location of the object. 

P OTO is an action which changes the location o f the currently 
referenced object to be the one specified. 

Message 15 contained an underline. Whenever PAW meets an 
underline in text (be it message or location) it rep laces it with 
the current object hence the message ia changed to suit the 
o bject currently being dealt with. 

Next a relatively simple entry' to deal with PUT LEAD ON DOG : 

PUT LEAD PREP ON ;En e ure not a DROP LEAD 
NOUN2 DOG 
CARRIED 5 jPlaye r has the l ead 
SAME 13 38 jis at same location as dog 
LET 14 1 ;Dog n ow has le a d on 
DESTROY 5 ; s o p layer hasn't 
MESSAGE 21 ;tel l them so. 
DONE 

Th e entries which follow deal with a new concept again, the 
mo dification of the current LS. We wa n t the game to u nderstand 
both TIE DOG TO BENCH and TIE LEAD TO BENCH as the the same 
thing, now LEAD and DOG are separate word valuea, so the TIE DOG 
ent r y whi c h will come f i rst in t h e table (as i t s wo rd value i s 
lower that LEAD) converts the Noun into LEAD (55) and allows PAW 
to carry out the TIE LEAD entry! A similar system is used for 
UNTIE. I nsert the entries: 

TIE DOG LET 34 55 jFlag 34 ia Noun for LS 

TIE LEAD PREP TO 
NOUN2 BENCH 
AT 4 ; Where bench is . 
SAME 13 38 ;dog i s he r e 
EQ 14 1 ;wi th l ead on 
PLUS 14 1 ;now tied to benc h 
MESSAGE 22 ;tell player about it 
DONE 

TIE NOTDONE jEnsu re an I c a n't 

UNTIE DOG LET 34 55 ;Flag 34 is Noun for LS 

UNTIE LEAD AT 4 ; Whe re bench is 
EQ 14 2 j d og tied to it 
CLEAR 14 ;Now free 
MESSAGE 25 jTell player 
CREATE 5 ; Re c reate laad 
GET 5 ; Try an d get it. 
DONE 
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UNTIE NOTDONE ; Enaure an I can't 

The NOTDONE makes sure PAW reports "I can't do that" if you try 
and TIE or UNTIE anything other than the lead/dog. 

CRBAT B is an action which is followed by an object numb e r. It 
causes that object to be at the position where the player is. 

GB T ia an action which is followed by an object number . It 
attempts to get the specified object. 

We use these a c tions instead of just placing the object at 254 s o 
that any weight and/ o r number of objects carried probl e ms ar e 
reported. . 

Finally the the entries to all ow spee ch t o the dog, we have a l s o 
included the entry ne c essary to a llow y ou to speak to the bird -
it just ignores y ou! 

SAY DOG SAME 13 38 ; It I 8 he re 
PROCESS 5 ;Some oDe els e to do the wo rk 
DONE 

SAY BIRD SAME 1 2 38 
MESSAGE 8 
DONE 

SAY MESSAGE 2 3 ;Who ? 
DONE 

Notice that we do not ensure the pr e pos i tion TO is spe c if i ed -
this allows the player to shorten their input if required. As a 
general guide don ' t check for an extended LS unless it is 
required to differentiate tw o similar phrases . 

As a final test the followin g i nputs should now work in the 
indicated situstions, they sh o w some of the power whi c h the 
par~er can provide your games with. 

When on th e path by the p a r k bench with the l ead and dog try j 
PUT LEAD ON DOG AND TIE IT TO THE BENCH 

then to untie it; 
UNTIE DOG 

When up the tree with t he bag tryj 
PUT ALL IN B~G AND DROP IT. GO DOWN AND LOOK IN BAG 

To make the dog s it down; 
S AY TO DOG "SIT" 

and ge t back up; 
ASK DOG TO "COME HERE" 
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Do it yourself' 

Before we move onto a discussion of the graphics here are a few 
points that you migh t like to tidy up in the demonstration game 
as practice on using the system (after the graphics if you like). 

1/ EXAMINE should respond to all objects even if it is with a 
general reply such as "I see nothing special about the 
Hint: so as not to lose the use of LOOK on its own you could use 
a condition LT 34 255 before triggering (Le. ensure a Noun 
was actually specified). 

2/ The bird should really flyaway if you GET SANDWICH while 
the bird is present. i.e. it will be pecking at the sandwich and 
any nonnal bird would fly .•. 

3/ UNTIE and TIE should have a message something along the 
lines of "Tie what to -..hat?", NOTDONE was an easy copout! 

4/ How might you deal with the player typing PUT object IN BAG 
when the bag is not present? at the moment the game will drop the 
object instead, why? 

5/ Nothing was eve r done with the torch, the following entries 
will allow it to be turned on and off (you will also need TURN as 
a verb in the vocabulary): 

TURN TORCH PREP ON 
CARRIED 7 
SWAP 7 o 
OK 

TURN TORCH PREP OFF 
CARRIED 0 
SWAP 0 7 
OK 

Lookup the extrs condscts in the technical guide and read the 
chapter on light and dark - perhaps a cellar could be created 
below the bandstand? The movement would have to be checked in the 
Response table with an entry such as: (assuming 9 is the new 
location) • 

DOWN AT 
SET 
GOTO 
DESC 

5 
o 
9 

;Player on bandstand? 
;Flag O=255=Dark! 
; New loca t ion 

Not forgetting an entry for UP which clears the flag! 

6/ What happens if the player types CLIMB TREE or CLIMB UP TREE 
and what is the best way to check for this? Hint.: there is only 
one thing you can climb in that location. 

54 

O'l'erlays 

Overlaye 

The 128K user will still not need to use overlsys yet, but may 
find it useful to read this chapter anyway. 

The idea of overlays was explained in concepts, in order to 
proceed with the graphics and text compression system the 48K 
user will have to load an overlay. 

PAW will do most of the work for you, if you just select the main 
me nu op tion you req ui re you wi 11 be asked to c onfi rm you want to 
load an ovsrlay, any key other than Y will return you to the main 
menu. If you do proceed PAW will print the name of the overlay it 
is searching for on the screen. 

The five overlay files are at the end of the main program (which 
is where your tape will be after loading PAW). If you have a tape 
counter it is worth setting it to zero at this point and then 
noting down the readings for each overlay, fast forward can then 
be used to go to just before the required file. The five files 
are in the order shown below, also described are the main menu 
options contained within each (note that the selection of an 
option present in the current overlay is automatic): 

PAWOVR 
PAWOVR 
PAWOVR 

PAWOVR 
PAWOVR 

1 
4 
5 

2 
3 

In terpreter, Test Game, Save/Verify Adventure. 
Process/Response, Vocabulary, Connections, Words. 
Messages, Locations, Objects, Initially At, 
Object Weight and Background colours. 
Compressor. 
Character Editor/Graphics Editor. 

Note that Save, Verify and Load database along with Free memory 
are always available as they are part of the main menu. 

Once the file has loaded you will be presented with the sub-menu 
as normal. If an error occurs you will be returned to the main 
menu, just reselect the option and try again. (Note that any 
overlay loaded previously will be erased by s tape error, so 
unless you still have sufficient memory to hold the main overlays 
you ~ill be able to do nothing but load a new overlay - or 
save/load database which is always available). 

If you do not have a tape counter or wish to make things even 
simpler you might like to transfer each of t he files to a 
separate tape, they are just normal CODE files. 
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Option K on the main menu (48K users will have to load the 
overlay at this point) will ask you if you want to compress the 
database, any key other than Y will return you to the main menu. 
Otherwise the text compressor will reduce the amount of memory 
needed for the text in your game by grouping common letters into 
a single 'token', this can take anything from one minu te to an 
hour depending on the size of your game. On the demo this should 
take about a minute and save about goo bytes! 

The only difference you will notice is when editing existing text 
where the cursor will jump two, three, four or even five 
characters at a time - including deleting. Just retype all the 
letters separately if you make a correction which requires them 
to be deleted, they will be compressed the next time you use the 
compressor. Note that the compressor uses the normal spectrum 
tokens, which will produce letter groupings and not the keywords 
after you use the compressor, so do not use the tokens if you 
intend compressing the database. 
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The Character Bditor 

Just quickly we will take a look at the character editor. Select 
option Q from the main menu - 48K users will need to load an 
overlay. This sub-menu allows you to change the way the 
characters which are displayed on the screen look. You can have 
upto five different character sets in memory, and change between 
them at will using ESCC 0-5 or a CHARSET action in Process or 
Response. The sets are numbered 0 to 5, set 0 is the normal se t 
which can not be changed, except for character values 0 to 15 
which are the shade patterns and 144 to 165 which are the normal 
spectrum UDGs. If you use [p] to look at the table you will find 
only these characters displayed. Note that you have to Insert a 
blank set before you can change or load it which conserves memory 
in the database if you are not changing the character set. 

At the moment we are just going to use the editor to change one 
of the shade patterns. These are just normal characters which the 
graphics system can use to colour in an area of screen with. 

[A 0 15 ENTER] will allow you to edit character 15 of set O. This 
is an unimportant shade pattern which we will be altering to 
represent the iron work on the bandstand. 

Each character in PAW is defined on an 8 by 8 pixel grid, the top 
left box on the screen will be showing an enlarged version of the 
pattern as it is at the moment, the top centre and right boxes 
show how it will look when used as a shade (both normal and in 
inverse) while the bottom gives a summary of the commands 
available and current character under edit. Use the cursor keys 
(CAPS SHIFT 5 to 8 on 48K) to 
move the red flashing cursor 
around the grid and the SPACE 
key to 'toggle' the pixel it 
is over on/off (that is; if 
the pixel is on - black - it 
will be turned off, and if off 
- yello1(/white - it will be 
turned on. Try it and you will 
soon see what we me an!). 

The pattern we require is 
shown in Diagram 5. When you Diagram 5 
have finished u.se [R] to 
redraw the two shade boxes to see what the new pattern looks 
like. And fipally press ENTER to end the edit. 

Side two of the supplied cassette contains 22 different charscter 
sets which can be loaded into character sets 1 to 5, after you 
have inserted them of course. After insertion of a set the option 
to select that set as the default will be offered on the 
Background colours option of the main menu. 
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The Graphics Editor 

The graphics system on PAW uses a method of drawing called Line 
and Fill which is very efficient on memory usage for the type of 
pictures included in adventure games. Instesd of storing an 
image of the screen that you have drawn like many commercial art 
pR c kages, it stores a list of the commands you used to draw it. 
Eve n the most complex of pictures will only consume 2K of memory 
as compared to 6K for a standard screen, and indeed you should 
find that effective designs c ·an be drawn using as little ss 100 
bytes! 

The list of commands stored is called a drawstring, and there is 
a drawstring for every location you insert using the locations 
option on the main menu. If you are illustrating only a few of 
your locations the other drawstrings will be empty. 

Every picture (and therefore every location) has a Paper and Ink 
colour defined for it. Select option D from the main menu and you 
will be presented with a sub-menu to deal with amending these 
values, use [p] to see that an entry exists for our 9 locations 
in the demo game. They are all marked as a subroutine which tells 
PAW two things: 

1/ Do not draw this picture when you describe a location. 

2/ This is a sub-picture which can be used in other pictures. 

The sub-picture facility is similar to the sub-process idea 
discussed previously and an example of its use is given later. 

For our example of using the graphics we shall be drawing a 
picture of the bandstand as seen from location 4 (on the path). 
So we want to make PAW draw the picture when we visit the 
location. You do this by assigning the picture a Paper and Ink 
value, we will use a black background and Yellow ink so type 
[A 4 0 6 ENTER]. if you now use [p] the entry for location 4 
should be: 

Location 4 Paper: 0 Ink: 6 

You could change it back if you wanted by leaving the paper and 
ink values out of the emend (e.g. A 4). Leave it as it is for the 
moment and select option G from the main menu. 48K owners should 
have found that they did not need to use overlays again - this is 
because Chsracters, Default colours and Graphics are all in the 
same overlay, the use of the amend option in a moment will wipe 
out the overlays which PAW holds in memory and if you wish to use 
any other options except Save/Load or Free memory you will need 
to load the overlay containing the option. 

So on with the graphics; several options are provided on the menu 
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to allow you to amend, print (on the screen), copy (to a 
printer), calculate the size of and dump a sc reen image of each 
picture in the game. We will be creating a picture for location 4 
so type [A 4 ENTER]. The screen will clear and two lines of 
information will appear in the lower screen, this shows from 
left to right; On the top line the current drawing ink colour, 
the current background paper colour, the status of the flash and 
brightness options and on the lower line the current x,y 
coordinate of the drawing position and the location number under 
edit. Sundry other information is also displayed at times which 
will be explained as necessary. 

If you look carefully you should also see a single flashing pixel 
in the bottom left, this is known as 'the point' and indicates 
the start position for any drawing. If you press key E you should 
see a line start to appear, the one end of the line is always at 
point and the other end of the line can be moved using the keys 
around S as follows: 

.I 
Q W E 

__ A D __ 

z x C 

" .. \ 
Alternatively if you have a joystick you can plug it into port 2 
(Plus 2 and Interface 1). Kempston~ interface users should press 
[SYMBOL SHIFT] and [J] to activate the driver for it - a letter J 
will appear on the bottom line to indicate it is active. The 
joystick will now move the end of · line around. Movement will be 
by single pixels, this can be accelerated to eight pixels at a 
time by holding down the CAPS SHIFT key at the same time as one 
of the eight keys (or while pushing the joystick in a specific 
direction) • 

The line is 'rubber banding' (a term which arrives from the fact 
it acts like a taut rubber band) and will allow you to position 
lines accurately before you draw them. 

Our sample game. is going to have 'split screen' graphics so we 
want to leave several lines spare on the screen below the picture 
for text. Press [SYMBOL SHIFT] and [Y] to activate a grid which 
shows the character boundaries and move the line to X3 0,Y=47. We 
are going to move 'point' to the end of the line so that any 
drawing starts at that pixel, press [SYMBOL SHIFT] and [p] for 
PLOT to achieve this, the current point will now be where the end 
of the line was. Next move the line to X=255,Y=47 using [AJ once 
which demonstrates the 'wraparound' action of the line (i.e. 
moving off one side of the screen brings it back on the other 
side). This time we want to actually draw the line (this is 
called fixing the line) so press [SYMBOL SHIFT] and [L] for LINE 
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- or use FIRE on the joystick which acts like SYMBOL SHIFT and L. 

If YOIl make a mistake you ca n delet" the previous command by 
preasing DELETE (CAPS SHIFT and 0 on 48K) - all the way back to 
the start of the picture if you like! 

All graphics commands which insert in the drawstring (like PLOT 
and LINE) require SYMBOL SHIFT to be held down so we shall 
sh '>rten it to SS, and any co-ordinntes given will be in the form 
X , Y e.g. 255,47 inotead of X·255,Y ~ 47. 

!larders around pictures seem to be the fashion at the moment so 
ours shall hllve one! Move the e nd of lin" to 248,55 and PLOT the 
point, now dra" a bo)l' by moving to 248,168 and fixing the line, 
then onto 7,168 and fixing the line and so on for points 7,55 Ilnd 
back to 248,55· !late that these lines just skirted the outside of 
each chare,cter 'cell'. Because of the spectrums limitation of 
only two colours in each cell you must be careful in your 
positioning of lines (some hints are given in the technical 
guide), or you will find them changing colour later when you draw 
near them. Finally to make our harder 11 little more interesting 
we shall use tbe "hade option mF!ntioned earlier. Have the end of 
line to 248,53 and press [ SS) II [sj for SH~DFJ; the lower screen 
will change to a request for a pattern number, type in 
[12 ENTER], you will be asked for a second pattern, this pattern 
would be overlaid on the first, but we want to use pattern 12 on 
its own so type [12 ENTER) again. The border area should be 
map,ically shaded with fIne diagonal lines. Note that point has 
not muved and the line will grow from same same place as bofore 
the shade. 

The shade command is as you will have noticed very fast, it is 
also very good at shading unusually shaped areas of screen, 
including worming its way through single pixel 'holes' in your 
picture. Of course you can delete an errant sh~d~. The shade 
areR is defined by at least a single pixel lin~ or the edges of 
thE' screen as in the border detailed above. It will not always 
shade the entire empty ar9a, but careful positioning will allow 
most of it to be sha.ded in one go, any unshaded arells can be 
completed by usinp, the shade command again wl. l; h a start point 
within the empty area . Shade io provided with sixteen possible 
default patterns which you can ch~nge usinp, the character editor 
as detll.iled earlier. Note that if you chnnge a pattern all uoes 
of that patt"!rn in pictures will be changed as well, so it is 
best to choose useful general patterns for the majority and 
define only a fp.w specia l pll.tterns where absolutely necessary. 
Patterns Clln of course be mixed together by specifying different 
pattern numbers when prompted to provide" wide varioty of useful 
designs. 

Now we shall lay down the main sky ~nd grass areas. We are merely 
going to aet nown a paper colour so move the, line to 8,56 and 
press [SS) II [A) for ABSOI,UTE MOVE, this does not affect the 
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pixel unlike PLOT. Press [SS) a [Y) to get rid of the grid or you 
will not be able to see the colours. The grass will be green so 
preas [SS) II [C) for PAPER, green is colour 4 so type [4 ENTER], 
note that the current paper colour changes to be 4. Now move the 
line to 246,87 and press [SS) II [B) for BLOCK which will colour 
in the rectangle of character cells which the line forms the 
diegonal of, with the current Ink and Paper colours. The sky will 
be blue so ABSOLUTE MOVE the line to 247,88 ([SS) II [A)), select 
blue paper ([SS) II [c], [1 ENTER)), then BLOCK the rectangle to 
8,167 (move to 8,167 and press [SSJ II [B)). 

Now we shall draw the base of the bandstand in red brick. In 
order that we avoid the colour boundary problems the base will be 
exactly three character cells high and sixteen wide. Select red 
pape r ([SS) II [C). [2 ENTER)), and black ink using [SS] a [X) for 
INK, 0 is black so type [0 ENTER). Now PLOT the point at 191,72 
(i.e. mov e the line to 191,72 and press [SS) II [p)). Then fix 
lines between each of the following points; 

64,72 64,95 111,95 111,75144,75144,95191,95191,72 

One of the shading patterns whi ch you may have noticed earlier is 
a brick type pattern, move the line to 189,73 and SHADE using 
pattern 14 (I.e. [SS) & [S], [14 ENTER 14 ENTER)) to create an 
effective brick base. 

Your pioture should look like diagram six by now. To create the 
steps u~ to the bandstand move the line to 144,78 and press [SS) 
and [RJ for RELATIVE HOVE ?0 
which moves point like PLOT rA"~~0l~~~~~0l~~~~~~0l~ 
and ABSOLUTE HOVE bu t to a BhJS 
pixel a fixed distance from 
the current point instead of 
an absolute x,y position. It 
is used to keep groups of 
commands which draw a single 
object in the picture 
toge the r, the reason will be 
demonstrated in a moment. Fix 
a line to 112,78 and then use 
RELATIVE HOVE to move to 
111,81, fix a line to 143,81 
and so on for each of these 
coordinate groups: 

REI. MOVE to 144,84 
REL MOVE to 111,87 
REI. MOVE to ·144,90 
REL MOVE to 111,93 

LINE to 112,84 
LINE to 143,87 
LINE to 112,90 
LINE to 143,93 

=== 

Diagram 6 

We will now examine the editing facilities that are available to 
correct mistakes in addition to DELETE. As an example we will 
move the entire brick base of the bandstand two character cells 
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further to the right. To DELETE all the way and redraw seems a 
bit too much like hard work! 

As you draw your picture PAW ad'ds each command to the drawstring, 
where it add-s ,them is called the ' drawstring pointer and at the 

mo~ent the drawstring pointer is at the end 
END of the drawstring'. It, is quite feasible for 

PAW to backtrack along the commands you 
have en-tered sO 'far to aI)Y point along the 

NEXT drawstring. Press [CURSOR RIGHT] once, 
don't worry t 'he picture is still there, but 
PAW only draws the picture as far as the 
drawstring pointer, which is now at the 

SPARE START 'of the drawstring, Diagram 7 might 
help you to visualize the way the 
drawstring works in memory. You can step 

POINTER forward one command in the dr ,wstring by 
pressing [CURSOR DOWN] for NEXT command, 
and back one command using [CURSOR UP] for 

START PREVIOUS command - note that this doe" not 
delete the command it merely moves the 
drawstring pointer back one command. 

Diagram 7 
Use NEXT (CURSOR DOWN) until the PLOT (at 

191,72) command which starts the brick base is carried out. Use 
DELETE to remove it from the drawstring and PLOT 207,72 which PAW 
will insert in the drawstring at the pointer. If you use NEXT now 
the base line should be drawn, rsther than use NEXT all the time 
to get to the end of the drawstring a useful trick especially 
where ~ou are near the start on a long dra wstring is to press 
[ENTERJ which will finish the edit and return you to the sub­
menu. Then type [A 4 ENTER] to amend the picture again, presto 
your drawstring pointer is at the end again. Notice how the 
entire base moved as a unit because we used RELATIVE MOVE when we 
originally drew it. 

To dr~w the front balustrade of the bandstand select ink white 
([SS] a [X). [7 ENTER]) and paper 8 ([SS] a [c). [8 ENTER]) -
which is a special 'colour' meaning do not affect the paper 
colour. Then: 

PLOT 206,96 LINE 206,109 LINE 162,109 LINE 162,96 

move the line to 163~97 and SHADE using the pattern you designed 
earlier 15, ([ss] a LS], [15 ENTER 15 ENTER]). 

PLOT 125,96 LINE 125,109 LINE 81,109 LINE 81,96 

move the line to 82,97 and SHADE in pattern 15 agein. 

Now the upright polee for the pagoda: 

PLOT 103,96 LINE 103,1 36 LINE 106,1 36 LINE 106,96 
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move the line to 104,121 and press [SS] and [F] for FILL, this 
fills the defined area completely in set pixels in a Similar wa;y 
to shade. 

REL MOVE 1,84, 96 LINE 184,136 LINE 181, 1 36 

move the line to 183,122 and FILL, ([SSJ & [F]) . 

The top of the pagoda: 

REL MOVE 207,143 
LINE 83,139 

LINE 206,140 
LINE 80,143 

LINE 202,136 
LINE 207,14 3 

move the line to 205,141 and SHADE in pattern 15 . 

REL MOVE 144, 1 66 
REL MOVE 65,139 

LINE 220,139 
LINE 144,166 

move the line to 144,1 64 and FILL. 

LINE 181,96 

LINE 86,136 

To create a rounding effect on the pagoda select OVER by pressing 
[SS] and [0], a letter 0 will appear on the top status line to 
indicate that over is act i ve. Normally eve ry PLOT and LINE 
command sets the pixels it affects, but those inserted while over 
is active will set pixels that are reset and reset pixels that 
are set, much like the toggle action of SPACE on the character 
editor. Note that the state of Over (and Inverse introduced 
later) is encoded as part of the command , to get the effect you 
have to insert the command while it is active, you cannot change 
a PLOT or LINE inserted previously without deleting it first. 
Over is cancelled by START, PREVIOUS or DELETE. 

LINE 11 5 , 140 REL MOVE 144,166 LINE 171 ,140 

and [SS] and [oj to turn over off again, you should now have two 
lines drawn partly in reset and partly in set pixels. 

The last upright on the pagoda: 

REL MOVE 142,136 LINE 142,96 LINE 145,96 LINE 145,135 

move line to 143,133 and FILL. 

The back balustrade of the bandstand is drawn slightly smaller: 

REL MOVE 125,107 
REL MOVE 162,96 

LINE 161,107 
LINE 126,96 

move line to 128,98 and SHADE in pattern 15, and to 150,98 t o 
SHADE in pattern 15 again. To improve the look we shall make the 
centre upright stand out a bit by removing a line of pixels 
either side of it. Press [SS] and [1] for INVERSE and a letter I 
should appear on the bottom line to show Inve rse is act i ve. 
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Inverse causes any PLOT and LINE commands to reset pixels instead 
of setting them. So: 

REL HOVE 1 41 ,95 
REL MOVE 146,108 

LINE 141,107 
LINE 146,96 

then Inverse off ([SS] & [I]). 

Now to construct the railings around 'the perimeter cif th~ park '.e 
shall use a useful technique of undrawin~ the surround of a shade 
pattern. Draw in black ink '[SS] & [X], LO ENTER]): 

PLOT 8,104 
PLOT 247,88 

LINE 79,104 
LINE 208,88 

LINE 79,88 
LINE 208,104 

LINE 8,88 
,LINE 247,104 

SHADE pattern 7 at 246,102 and 11,102. Undraw the to'E of the 
railings t.o create spikes by turning Inverse on ([SS] & LI]) and: 

PLOT 247,104 LINE 208, 104 PLOT 79,104 LINE 8,104 

then Inverse off. To finish the effect draw: 

PLOT 8,101 LINE 79,101 PLOT 208,101 LINE 247,101 

The main picture is finished but we are going to add some tufts 
of grass using the subroutine feature mentioned earlier, this 
'.ill save memory and the time taken to draw four tufts of grass. 
Press [ENTER] to finish the edit and return to the sUb-menu. Now 
location 0 is the title screen for the demo so we shall use its 
drawstring to contain our tu£t of grass. Using [A 0 ENTER] amend 
the picture for location O. Note that the location number is 
followed by a letter S to indicate that this is a subroutine. 

Draw the tuft of grass by temporarily plott ing 72,72 and fix ing 
lines between the following points: 

68.85 
87,94 

77 .73 
92.70 

74.89 
94.86 

81,73 
95.70 

79,94 
99,79 

87,72 
98.69 

now return to the START of the drawstring ([CURSOR RIGHT]) and 
use NEXT ([CURSOR DOWN]) to step past the PLOT, then use DELETE 
to remove it. This strange action means that the start of the 
first line is at 0,0 and allows us to position the pic ture 
accurately. If you try and amend the picture again you will get 
an "Out of range" error because PAW cannot draw a line 'off' 
screen. Your drawst ring pointer will be pos it ioned just before 
the first LINE command so insert the PLOT again while you edit 
the drawstring, deleting it again at the end. 

Amend picture four again ([A 4 ENTER] from the sub-menu) and PLOT 
point 217,69. Now press [SS] and [G] for GOSUB. you will be 
prompted for a location number to use. type [0 ENTERJ to use our 
newly de£ined tuft of grass. Next you will be prompted for a 
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Upgrades 

If you intend to make a more serious use of PAW then you may be 
interested in the following upgrades available only from Gilsoft 
by direct mail order:-

User Overlay 'oI'riters Guide £1·99 

For the m/c enthusiasts a complete set of documentation for 
t hose wishing to penetrate the depths of the PAW database. 
Allowing them to write their own User overlays. This includes a 
full listing of the Hunk Manager as an example. 

PROSIS/TEL/MEGA £7·95 

These were the first three commerCially available user overlays 
from KELSOFT. Supplied on cassette with an accompanying manual 
t hey provide a host of utilities for the writing and debugging of 
adventures. Including t he a bility t o; save, load, move and c opy 
process tables/entries. Full conditional search facilities to 
extract data on flags/messages and process usage. A graphical map 
display. Overlays 4 and 5 in a single load to save 48K users the 
hassle of changing overlays! Plus many more . . . 

PLUS 3 Disk Upgrade £5.00 + 50p PliP 

A version of PAW especially written to take advantage of the disk 
drive on the +3. Including the facility to save/load 
databases, games, pOS itions, character sets and overlays. 

N.B. If you return your PROSIS / TEL/ MEGA cassette (o r o rder the 
disk upgrade and PTM's at the same time) we will supply the 
s pecial disk version of PROSIS/TEL and r1EGA on t he same disk. 

DISCiPLE/PLUS D £3·99 + 50p PliP 

Similar to the PLUS 3 upgrade this a llows 
DISCiPLE/PLUS D. This is supplied on cassette 
program to avoid problems .. i th the large number 
sizes in use on these sy stems. 

Microdrive upgrade £3.99 + 50p PliP 

the use of the 
with a t ransfer 
of disk ty pes and 

Again similar to the other two upgrades t his provides a version 
to use the Sinclair microdrive to save/load files. Again t his 
upgrade is provided on cassette due to t he reliability and 
availability of cartridges . 

67 



Upgrades 

To order any of the above items send a cheque or a 
made payable to Gilsoft to the address below. Or 
quote your r1astercard/Access/Visa number, ensuring 
order and state clearly the cards expiry date. 

'lie can also take credit card orde rs by telephone. 
is manned from 10am until 5.30pm each 
Mondays,Wednesdays and Sundays. 

Our address and telephone number is:-

Gilsoft (PAW Upgrades) 

2 Park Crescent 
Barry 
South Glamorgan 
CF6 8HD 

Tel: 0446 732765 
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